CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

Language is primarily a means of communicating
thoughts from one person to another. Obviously, then, the major
concern of the writer or speaker is to use language in such a way
that it will communicate to other people the exact meaning which
he wishes to convey.' With language, we can express our idea to
another. People can take and give the informations with it. People
can share what in their brain and can solve their problems with the
language.

Language is the medium through which the child acquires
the cultural, moral, religious, and other values of society.2 No one
can’t life without society, and there is no society can’t survive
without language. Both of society and language are influence to
another. People can relate with the member of society and also can
educate the children with language about values of society.

Writing to communicate dates back thousands of years.
Writing started as symbols on a cave wall, and then, about 3,500
years ago, people began to use alphabets.®> Writing become a
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communication tool to convey the message to another. If there is
no writing system, just little people knows about history, culture
and society before us. And we can’t get the knowledges greatly
because almost all of the knowledges can we get from the texts.
By writing system, we can express our ideas well. However, to get
our meaning strong, interesting, and clear for the reader, this skill
must be improved by practicing a lot. Because writing has many
contributions for our life, we can make a habit of writing to
develop this skill.

Writing also considered as one important skill in islam,
Allah SWT stated in the holy Qur’an (Al ‘Alaq verse 4-5).
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“He who taught (the use of) pen. Taught man that which
he knew not.” (Al ‘alaq: 4-5)°

Writing (as one of the four skills of listening, speaking,
reading, and writing) has always formed part of the syllabus in the
teaching of English.> It is one of the important skills in English
learning. Students should mastery this skill because it is very
important to express their ideas through written texts. When the
students study about that, almost of all the students interest to use
the media which is fun and more enjoyable, so they feel comfort

in the classroom.
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Language teachers can and should use songs as part of
their classroom teaching repertoire. Songs contain authentic
language, are easily obtainable, provide vocabulary, grammar and
cultural aspects and are fun for the students. They can provide
valuable speaking, listening and language practice in and out of
the classroom.® Songs can make our feeling more comfortable in
any conditions. When we feel bore, we can using songs to amuse
ourself. The students in the classrooms often feel bore also
because there are too materials which is given by their teachers.
So, the teacher should use songs as teaching media in the
classroom.

Based on my experiences when | practiced teaching in
SMPN 28 Mangkang, almost of the teachers just use the pictures
to teach descriptive text. No one who has the innovations media
to teach it. So the researcher has the idea to using English songs
to teach descriptive writing. The researcher wants to know the
effectiveness of using English songs to teach it.

Furthermore, the researcher wants to take the research
about The Effectiveness of using English songs to teach
descriptive writing: an Experimental research with the eight
grades of SMPN 28 Mangkang in the Academic Year 2012/2013.
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The researcher hopes by using English songs for teaching
writing, students will be more motivated, relaxed and interested so

that they can develop their writing.

B. Definition of Key Terms
In this step the writer will clarify the meanings of the
terms used in this thesis.
1. Writing
Writing is learnt, not taught, and the teacher’s role is
to be non-directive and facilitating, providing writers with the
space to make their own meanings through and encouraging,
positive, and cooperative environment with minimal
interference.” Students writing skills can develop by
themselves, it means that the teacher just can give instructions
to them about writing technique through any ways. The
teachers should rise the student’s awareness about advantages
and important functions of writing skills. So, the students
interest to improve their writing skills.
2. English Songs
Songs are part of daily life for most people.® Songs
can amuse the listener at all conditions. When we sad, we can

reduce this feel with the happy songs. Songs can make our
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feeling more enjoyable. Songs can make our feelings more
comfort and happy. It happen to the students too, they often
feel bore in the class. According to Hans Mol, Language
teachers can use songs to open or close their lessons, to
illustrate themes and topics, to add variety or a change of
pace, present new vocabulary or recycle known language.’
3. Descriptive text
Descriptive text is the text that describes something
until the readers are like look, hear or feel the situations by
themselves.' It is used to describes a particular person, place
or thing.
4. Experimental research
Experimental research uses an experiment that is
designed specifically to rise the data that needed to answer the
research questions. The research that use the experiment
design has been claimed as the research type that the needest
by a researcher.'* There are two classes that is control class
and experiment class. Both of the classes is given the different

methods.
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C. Reasons for Choosing the Topic

These are the following reasons why the researcher
chooses this research topic:

1. Writing is the important skill in language because it represents
our thought, feeling and people understanding about what we
write, especially in descriptive text.

2. The researcher wants to know the students’ ability in writing
a descriptive text. This study can develop the researcher’s
knowledges and experiences in teaching descriptive text to the
students.

3. To improve students’ ability to understand descriptive text
and apply it effectively to their writing, so they can write
clear, well organized essays effectively.

Therefore, the researcher chooses the title : The
Effectiveness of Using English Songs to Teach Descriptive
Writing: an Experimental research with the eight grades of SMPN
28 Mangkang in the Academic Year 2012/2013.

D. Questions of The Research
This thesis is guided through the following major
guestions: how is the effectiveness of using English songs to

teach descriptive writing?



E. Objectives of the Study
In order to make the reader easily understand this
research, the writer formulates the objectives of the study as
follows: to describe how is the effectiveness of using English
songs to teach descriptive writing.
F. Significance of the Study
There are some benefits of the result of this thesis:
1. For student
a. To improve the students writing skill about descriptive
text.
b. To improve listening and writing skills of students in
English.
2. For teacher
a. To help teacher in providing active learning, creative,
effective, and fun for students according to learning style.
b. To increase awareness of teacher on students’ learning
difficulties and efforts to overcome and improve teacher
performance to improve professionalism.
3. For researcher
This study can develop knowledge and experience in

teaching writing to the student.



