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ABSTRACT 

 

Title : HARALD MOTZKI’S VIEW ON H{ADI<TH AUTHENTICITY 
 (Analysis Study of Harald Motzki’s Method of Isna>d cum Matn 
Analysis) 

Researcher : Muh Amiruddin 
 
Keywords : isna>d cum matn analysis, common link, al-jarh} wa al-ta’di>l, rija>l 

books, authentic h{adi>th, matn investigation 
 

This research tries to investigate Harald Motzki’s method and his view of 

authenticity h}adi>th. Motzki conducts the h}adi>th analysis, with the aim of dating 

ha}di>th, analyzes h}adi>th through the aid of isna>d cum matn analysis. This method 

is applied just for complex or interconnected h}adi>th transmissions becouse this 

method is focused on the existence of common link and matn investigation. his 

interpretation of common link phenomenon and dating method show his 

differences from his predecessors. His dating is not stopped to the common link 

himself, it will also be posssible to be passed on common link’s informant if 

there is a reason for it. Then, his matn investigation, which analyzes the 

characteristic features by comparing its matns with the aid of common link’s 

existence, tries to open the independency of each matn transmission from the 

others in all probability of defection. It is becouse most of h}adi>th transmissions 

is orally and aurally delivered.    

Comparing with Muslim h}adi>th criticism, Muslim h}adi>th scholars base 

mainly the reliability of transmitters on judgment of critic experts to them (al-

jarh} wa al-ta’di>l). While Motzki bases the reliability of transmitters mainly on 

the text. It is becouse Western scholarship doesn’t fully trust to rija>l books, 

especially its jarh} wa ta’di>l. However, it doesn’t mean that he doesn’t use rija>l 

books any longer. They use them secondarily in consulting and checking up. 

Motzki’s result of method application lead to his view of h}adi>th 

authenticity. He actually still admits the existence of authentic h}adi>th. But the 

term ‘authentic h}adi>th’, according to him, is very different from others. Term 

‘authentic h}adi>th’ is not always labeled to the h}adi>th which reachs back to the 



vi 
 

Prophet. It is becouse his research purpose is dating hadith. In the title of his 

article “The Mus}annaf of ‘Abd al-Razza>q al-S{an’a>ni> as a Source of Authentic 

Ah}a>di>th of the First Islamic Century”, ‘authentic ah}a>di>th of the first Islamic 

century’ doesn’t mean that the h}adi>th really reachs back to the Prophet, but it 

means that the h}adi>th was really exist in that century, whether it is from the 

Prophet or not is still uncertainty. 
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ENGLISH TRANSLITERATION SYSTEM1 

(International Version) 

Consonants: 

Arabic  Roman   Arabic  Roman   Arabic  Roman   Arabic  Roman  
‘ ع r ر b ب  w و 
 h ه gh غ z ز t ت
 ’ ء f ف s س th ث
 y ي q ق sh ش j ج
 a1- ة k ك {s ص {h ح
 2 ال l ل {d ض kh خ

 m 1in construct state: -at م {t ط d د

 -n 2for article: al- and -l ن  {z ظ  dh ذ

 
Vowels:   

Long   Doubled   Diphthongs   Short  
Arabic  Roman  Arabic  Roman  Arabic  Roman  Arabic  Roman  

يّ ◌ِ  ā ا  iyy 
(final 

form i) 

 au or َ◌وْ 
aw 

 َ◌ a 

وّ ◌ُ  ū و  uww 
(final 
form 
u) 

يْ ◌َ   ai or 
ay 

 ِ◌ i 

 ī      ُ◌ u ي
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                 
1 Quoted from Pedoman Penulisan Skripsi, Fakultas Ushuluddin IAIN Walisongo, 
Semarang, 2013, p. 140-141. 
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