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ABSTRACT

Title : Improving Students’ Mastery of Simple
Past Tense Using Grab the Word Game
(A Classroom Action Research at Class
8A of MTs Fatahillah Ngaliyan
Semarang in the Academic Year of
2013-2014)

Writer : Shafiyuddin Rifni

Student Number  : 093411055

The background of this research is based on the phenomenon
that students regard English is difficult subject, besides they have
difficulties in using simple past tense because of some factors. One of
the factors is the English teacher provided less exercises. Another
factor is the students’ difficulties in changing the verb from present
into past. There are many tanses in English. It is difficult for the
students to differenciate between those tenses with the different
pattern. The impact is the student’s ability is low. To improve the
students’ ability, the English teacher needed an appropriate strategy in
his teaching learning process. Grab the word game is a strategy that
may be appropriate. It is for beginning level and takes 5-10 minutes.
The function of this game is to create sentences and to create the
students’ enthusiasm in teaching learning process.

The problems in this study are:

1. How is the implementation of grab the word game to improve
students’ mastery of simple past tense at class 8A of MTs
Fatahillah Ngaliyan Semarang in the academic year of 2013-2014?

2. Can grab the word game improve students’ mastery of simple past
tense at class 8A of MTs Fatahillah Ngaliyan Semarang in the
academic year of 2013-2014?

3. How is the improvement of students’ mastery of simple past tense
using grab the word game at class 8A of MTs Fatahillah Ngaliyan
Semarang in the academic year of 2013-2014?

The objectives of this study are to describe the
implementation of grab the word game to improve students’ mastery
of simple past tense, to identify whether grab the word game can
improve students’ mastery of simple past tense and to identify the



improvement of students’ mastery of simple past tense after being
taught using grab the word game.

This research is a classroom action research. It was done
through three cycles. The subject of this study was students of class
8A in MTs Fatahillah Ngaliyan Semarang in the academic year of
2013/2014. The number of the subject was 40 students. The data
gathered through test, documentation and observation. The result of
the study shows that grab the word game can improve students’
achievement in writing simple past tense. The average of the students’
result in cycle 1 was 56.1, in cycle 2 was 68.25 and in the last cycle
was 81.75.

Based on the result, the writer concludes that using grab the
word game can improve students’ mastery of simple past tense. By
doing this research, the writer hopes the students enjoy in learning
English and the English teacher can use this research as reference
when he wants to teach simple past tense in the future.

Keywords: Improve, Mastery, Grammar, Game
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“You have your own religion and I have mine”(Q.S. al-
Kafirun/109:6).*

! Mahmud Y. Zayid, The Quran: An English Translation of the
Meaning of the Quran, (Lebanon: Dar Al-Choura, 1980), p. 462
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