CHAPTER|
INTRODUCTION

A. Background

Historical event, in view of Muhammad Shahrur, i a
event that always open, not clodett is based on premise that all
verses are open. The Qur'an itself confirms itaslfa guidance
and and teaching for people who have sense. The@ies that
can be a lesson for people, as affirmed in theaQuiYusuf [12]:
111:
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Indeed In their stories, there is a lesson for noén
understanding. it (the Qur'an) is not a forgedestesnt but
a confirmation of the Allah's existing Books [theuFat
(Torah), the Injeel (Gospel) and other Scripturkaltah]
and a detailed explanation of everything and a Gaitll a
Mercy for the people who believe.

! Muhammad SyharurTirani Islam, Genealogi Masyarakat dan
Negara Yogyakarta: LKiS, 2003, p. 239. Translated fr@inasat Islamiyah
Mua’ashirah fi ad-Daulah wa al-Mujtamaby Saifuddin Zuhri Qudsy and
Badrus Syamsul Fata.



Effect story of Al-Qur'an in Arab countries at thanhe
revealed overwhelming In this case, do not be wmegrif the
opponents of Islam tried to offset the preaching Rybphet
Muhammad by using storfesThe importance of the story in the
Qur'an can be seen from how much of the story tegedn the
Qur'an, stories take up much space from all thesegeiof the
Qur'an. It even has Surah containing a story s@sl®).S Yusuf,
Al-Qasas, and Nuh. From the entire Surah of the'@urthen
there are 35 Surah describing the story, that amstlyn long
Suraf.

However, so far, the story poorly attention from
researchers. In fact, as already researcher quotbe beginning
of this chapter, that history is an open event.sThesearchers are
trying to probe what could be learned from theystarFir'aun in
the Quran. In Mu ‘jam Al-Fahras mentioned that tfzene of
Fir'aun is mentioned 74 times. It would be much endradded
with other verses that indirectly tell everythiredated to the story

of Fir'‘aun and Musa.

2 A. Hanafi MA, Segi-Segi Kesusatraan pada Kisah-Kisah Al-Qur'an
Jakarta: Pustaka Alhusna, 1984, p. 20.

% bid, p. 21.

Hanafi noted, is no less than 1,600 verses thatides the stories of
the overall verse in the Quran which amounts t0263%e number of verses
that contains stories much more than the verseésataabout the law that only
about 330 verses. Look A. Hanafi M&egi-Segi Kesusatraan pada Kisah-
Kisah Al-Quran Jakarta: Pustaka Alhusna, 1984 22.
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Muhammad A. Khalafullah explain the history of the

stories of the Qur'an are not intended to study historical
meaning of the stories of the Qur'an. However, ioover the
historical events narrated the Qur'an. Khalafuliddssify some
models stories of the Qur'an according to the mpdafailing in

the world of literature, namely

First, the history. That is a story that tells aart
historical figures such as prophets and apostles,same stories
are believed to be historical reality. Second, plaeable. This
model is intended to describe and explain a thingatues. So,
this story does not require a model story lifteairira historical
reality and should be a fictional story within theits of the
previous ones. Third, legend or myth. That storgwdr from
myths known and true in a social community. Usu#iky purpose
of these stories is to reinforce the goal of thdugtto interpret a
problem thought. Based on the information aboveal&fllah
did not make the historical truth of the storieshasf Qur'an

Qur'an itself, according to Khalafullah, implicitlhave

shown the existence social duty that carried sfbriehe most

4 Muhammad A. KhalafullahAl-Qur'an bukan Kitab Sejarghhas
been translated into Indonesian language by Zuhdisrawi and Anis
Maftukin, Jakarta: Paramadina, 2002, p. 101

® |bid. p. 102

® |bid. p. 329
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important purpose of the story according to the '&urs to
alleviate the burden of the soul or souls of theppets and the
pressure of the believers. Sometimes the loadrig lveavy. The
cause can be determined that the words are thatedsland
behavior and attitude of those who deny the Prophgtammad
and the Qur'an itsélf

As the story is often mentioned in the Qur'an, stey of
Firaun should get more attention. Especially ifsitassociated
with a model of leadership that applied to maintpower as

kings. One verse that holds a lot of sense isdtterlal-Qasas: 3:
(D 1 aaill) 5N 3 Ye 0323 &)
Firaun actually control the earth (al-Qashahsh: 3)

In the visible, this verse has linkages with martiieo
verses are scattered in a few letters in the QUEatanglement in
some verses stories is quite interesting to beiedudhat is the
model of leadership or governance regimes appliging the

lead Fir'aun kingdom.

"Ibid. p. 330
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Firaun® is a story written in the Quran came with the ystor
of Moses is narrated in a lot of letters. Firaumaswidentifed
themselves as God.

It is described in Q. S. Al-Qasas:
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And Firaun said: "O my people! Magnifying! |1 do ho
know no god for you besides me. So, burn me clayni@ke
bricks) O Hamam, then make high-rise buildings gofar

me so | can see the Lord of Moses, and | know libas a
liar."

According Fakhruddin Ar-Razi, the phrasex . Cule L
4" has two views. First, denying the existence ofdGut the
Firaun. The majority of scholars agree on thisnigm to interpret
the sentence. While the second, namely, claimset@bd. Ar-

Razi describes the recognition that does not mieare tis no god

® Firaun's word is mentioned in many letters, amastber: Al-
Bagarah (49, 50), Ali Imran (11), Al-A'raf (103, 40109, 113, 127, 130, 137,
141, ), Al-anfal (52, 54), Yunus (75, 79, 83, 88),ud (97) Ibrahim (6), Al-
Isra’, 101, 102), taha (24, 43, 60, 78, 79), Al-Whikun (45), Asy-syuara’ (11,
16, 23, 44, 53), An-Naml (12), Al-Qashash (4, 69832, 38), Ghafara (24, 25,
28, 29, 36, 37, 45, 46,), Az-Zuhruf (46, 51), Adckbtan (17, 31), Adz-dzuriyat
(38), Al-gamar (41), At-tahrim (11), Al-hagah (®l-muzammil (15, 16), An-
nazi'at (17), Al-buruj (18)

°Q. S. Al-Qashash: 38.
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but Firaun. Moreover, Firaun declared himself whreated
heaven, earth, sea, mountains, and people andrpespé\r-Razi
said the divinity of the Fir'aun is the gift of len to people to
obey the rules of the kingdom and all the affaaaded to them.

Firaun's belief that he is the lord god contrany the
assertion in the previous paragraph that statezhAd god for all

of nature, as follows:
10 IS R T R
CRRE D @ S5 Al 0T ) s

So, when Moses came to the place of fire, he wlsdca
from (the) edge of the blessed valley, from thes:tr&O
Moses, verily | am Allah, the lord of hosts"

Firaun is not the name of a ruler or individuahma He is
the adjective from the verb meanitigaghg bagha tajabbara
and zhalima In summary, with the power it has, Firaun waging
all forms of repressive, authoritarian and arbytrand full of
badness.

Q. S. Al-Qashash: 30.
1 http://www.angelfire.com/id/aktualita/akt70.htméccessed on 1
May 2012
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Firaun is a title used in the past to the supremier of
Egypt. While scholars argue that the Firaun whegeekilling the
son of Moses and Ramses Il is (al-Akbar). He wamath
Marenpath or Manepath. Being faced by Moses a®phet and
messenger is the son of Ramses I, who ascenddtrtree after
his father died in the mid XV century BC. Presunyable son of
Firaun Ramses Il Il Marenpath it, nurtured with 8&s by
Ramesses al-Akbar's. lbn 'Assyria also suggestddtie Prophet

Musa. lived for forty years with the family of Faur'?.

It should be noted also that the rulers of Egyghattime of
the Prophet Joseph as. not named by the Qur'dre &rtaun, but
he namednalik/king. It is not just to impress people that hedkea
well, but also because the title used after thgnref Firaun

Heksos defeated.

M. Quraish Shihab explain, that in some book stdbed
Firaun dreamed that his power will ever be overttm by a son
of Israel. This dream, if true, then it can be praed birth of
what is over the mind of Fir'aun, so that gavelbtd a dream like
that. There is also a saying that the ancient Egypteligious

leaders plotted defamatory Israelites to power bseaof

12 M. Quraish ShihabTafsir Al-Misbah, Pesan, Kesan dan Keserasian
Al-Qur’'an, Jakarta: Lentera, 2002, second printing, p. 306
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unwilling to see the children of Israel held theculime of faith

with their religion.

Firaun's power base can not be separated frontofaes of
excessive power. In view of Bertrand Russell, theslof power,
in its various limited forms , almost univerSal History of
oppression of the people there are in many facéthistory.
Inequality in the distribution of power has alwagentained

within the human communits;

The reason that amplifies the power of love aga@asth
obtained due to the ease with it. With the poweanroan realize
the desire more than what is obtained withoth ®Powers are
generally defined as the ability or authority tondoate others,
force and control them until they comply, interfenath his

freedom, and imposing measures in specific ways.

In fact, the power can be found in various forms;hsas
social power, the power of belief, and the powerdm the
bargaining, the power in the form of supervisianthe form of
coercive power, political power, the power authgrimilitary

power, power, economy, education, and ideologgviryday life

13 Bertrand RussellPower: a New Social AnalysiSee translation
Kekuasaan, Sebuah Analisis Sosial BajakartaL Yayasan Obor
Indonesia: 1988, first edition p. 9

% bid. p. 8

% bid. p. 13
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forms appear in the influence of power, charismeadérship or
authority, because authority is part of every perdde tendency
of people in power tends to maintain and even as®etheir
power, and block any attempt to change the didiohwf power,
marking all of society. Therefore they are tryiogchange society
must menpunyai power strategy of Al-Qur'an tellsabsut the
political behavior of totalitarianism Firaun fordated in the
form of the word 'ala al-ard fi. The wotdla al-' uluw (high) is
the opposite of the wordl-sufl (low). The word'ala can be
applied to two choices: not admirable and commeledalhile
the word 'Aliya only for exemplary character. Abwayyan al-
Andalusi interprets the wordala al-ard fi as tajabbar wa
istakbara(arbitrary and arrogant) in the land of Egypt. WHbn
Kathir in addition to interpreting the arbitrarydaarrogant also
exceeded the limittljaghg. Children of Israel, then, are the
choice of age. But they ruled by a king who wasagbitrary and

cruel that the Israelites treated very badly.

According to Al-Farmawi, greatly rarely did the stdrs
which study interpretation by way of collecting #@fle verses
which discussed one issue. Although the place iamelas well as

the causes of the verses revealed different frazh ether.

It can be done with collecting and compiling theses
according to the chronology was conducted to deterrine main



10

points of the problem. Thus, the charge stating ithaéhe Qur'an
there is repetition uselé§s Maudhu'iy form of interpretation

divided into two parts:

First, the discussion on one by one verse as aevaot
intact with explanatory general and specific, expha the
correlation between the various issues conceivedhs "Sura"
appears in the form of a complete and accurateorfeeagaise a
number of verses from various surah which discugsparticular
issue, the verses are composed and put under @mee tlof

discussion. Furthermore, interpretedudhu'iy’.

Now, in this study, researchers took the form otidia'iy
which the second interpretation, which collect salveerses from
various surah which discuss one issue. As explaaiex/e, this

study examines the story of of Fir'aun containetheaQur'an.

Today, the attitude of became a topic that is xbiaasted
to talk. Leaders who can not keep their promisegram
decadence in all aspects of life is a phenomenan did not
escape our attention. In this case, researcher meddeence to

that have explained that attitudes means actiomaweur, deed,

18 Abd. Al-Hayy Al-FarmawiMetode Tafsir Maudu’iyJakarta:
RajaGrafindo, 1996, p. 11
7 bid, page. 35-36
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measure, manner, view, premise, commitment, pri@cip
decisiort®,

In fact, the Qur'an has given the stories that leoldt of
meaning and the lessons. Fir'aun, as a figure efléader in
Ancient Egyptian times, so many mentioned in manyals.
However, researchers have not found a study akttudes of
Fir'aun specifically.

For this reason, founded a thread that should Ipénefu
investigated with regard to The Concept of FirauAttitude in

the Quran”

B. Research Question:

1. How Firaun maintain the power based on his atéud

C. Thepurpose of the study:

1. To describe the ways of Firaun to maintain the pow

based on his attitude.

D. Theoretical Framework

18 Tim RedaksiTesaurus Bahasa Indonesia PuBahasa,
Departemen Pendidikan Nasional, 2008, page 458
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In Kamus Umum Bahasa Indonesilae word "kekuasaan
is a derivation from form of "kuasa". Word "powarfeans the
ability or capacity, the strength, the authoritgpable, influence.
While power is defined as the power to govern; ighilthe
ability™®.

According to Mu'in Abdul Salim, besides referring &
noun, the word "kuasa" also refers to the adjectitendamental
meaning from "power" can be summed up in three mganthe
authority, ability, and influené® While in Arabic, the word
"authority” has the equivalent word in Arabic, argoathers,
thaqga (3%), gawi (s58), waraka (4,5). While "power”, has the
equivalent word sulthah al-emirate al-qudrah al-hukm al-

siyasahqudrah andquwwafi*.

Robert A. Dahl stated that the power terms incloded
categories of human relations, eg the relation aost the
influence, authority, persuasion, encouragementolerce,

pressure, and physical strerfgth

Related about the powers, there are interestirtgrstnt

from Bertrand Russell:

9 poerwodarminta, W.J.%amus Umum Bahasa Indonesiakarta:
Balai Pustaka, 2006, p. 623

20 Abdul Mu'in Salim,Figh Siyasah: Konsepsi Kekuasaan Politik
dalam AL-Qur’an Jakarta: Grafindo, 1994, p. 52

I Kamus Bahasa Arab v2.0, designed by ibnusurur@qab.id

2 Abdul Mu'in Salim,Figh Siyasah...gp.cit, p. 55
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“Power which not based on tradition or approvatall
power without consent. Its characteristics gredifierent
from the traditional power characteristics. And tife
traditional power remains in place, the nature loé t

regime nearly entirely depends on whether it wds ea
not®

“The differences between the traditional power, the
revolutionary power, and power without the consesm
be seen from the side of psychology. | do not tad
traditional power just because it has an anciemhgo it
also had the honor caused by customs. When ther hono
was fading, the traditional power gradually turnetb

power without the consent ...

| call a power as a revolutionary power if it caleakely
on a large group, united by a belief, program, oreav

feeling ...

| call power as "power without consent”, when istj@a
result from encouragement and the desire for power
individuals or certain groups and can only subjegaeir

followers through fear, not with the active coopiena...”

% Bertrand RusseKekuasaan, Sebuah Analisa Sosial Balakarta:
Obor, 1988, p. 26, translatted by Sonny Keraf frBower: A New Social
Analysis



14

“Power without the consent usually military, andynize

either internal tyrann$’.”

Love of power, in the widest possible meaning, Wees
desire to have the ability in order to create thsirdd effect on
the external world, whether it was human or anyeotforn?™.
This desire is an basic part from human life. Exagire, if it can
not be satisfied immediately, will cause a dreamh&ve the
ability to satisfy them. Because it can lead tewanf of love for

power.

However, there is a big difference between; degi@aer
as way and power as a desired destination. Peopte want
power as a way, first possessed other desires,ltbelmeamed to
have the ability to be able to achieve it. Peopl® want power
as a destination will select targets based on thesipility to

achieve it°.

E. Review of Literature

Before finally deciding to choose and take thisessh, the
researcher has examined some related researché&stvessimilar

topics, but different focus:

4 Bertrand Russeibid, p.. 26
% |bid, p.. 202
% bid, p.. 203
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The First, the thesis entitle o) &l & o5 i aadd " by
Qasyim Taufig Qasyim Khudur. In his opus, explairesbut
Firaun generally. He started the research withirgroduction
narrating the story of the Firaun in general menitng the time,
the place and the historical background of theystioraddition to
the Firaun 's psychology and His claim to be agde. talks
about the main characteristics of the Firaun'sspeality as
depicted explicitly or implicitly in the Holy Quria | tried my
best to analyze the texts and to relate it withrdadities of our
present time to understand the psychological deseasv and in
the past.

This paper tries to understanding the causes Oetha
unique personality of The Firaun and to prescrgreventive
measures from the dangerous defects In this pdigonghus, |
tried to explore the ways the Fir'aun used to gjtieaen his regime
such as murdering and torturing opponents, Lyingoeaple to
hide the truth, and his surpreme control of bothdahmy and the

distribution of money.

He also talks about the effects of the Firaun'sspeality
on the people in his Kingdome In which they becaulemissive,
materialistic and the gap between the classesersditiety is so
wide. Therefore, Allah punshed them because no dogdan
values existed in that society.
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The second, undergraduate entitle “Firaun Dalam
Perspektif Al-Quran $tudi Tematis dan Pendekatan Hist@tis
The researcher  analyses Firaun  with historical-
phenomenological. According to him, talking about'den is
more usefully when we are known about historici§ithout this

way, we are difficult to have comprehension undergding.

The next is undergraduate entitle “The Concept otl'&
Sovereignty According to Sayyid Qutb in Tafsir Fnilal Al-
Quran” by Fardan Mahmudatul Imamah. There, theeassher
explain the concept dfakimiyahas a central discourse by Sayyid
Qutb. Only through the concept bakimiyahis humankind able
to achieve a just society. Qutb is not an advochtee majesty of
human reason. In his perspective, the working s€ufisive logic
or inductive analysis are not necessary for, arel aotually

inimical to, the thrumph of mankind in Allah’s uirse.

Except that, we are find out some theses that amglation
with my concern. Is that undergraduate entitle ‘dexahip
Concept In The Qur'An (A Semantic Analysis)” by Ufsrihah
Arif. This is talking about leadership. As we knowv, his daily
life Firaun claim to be a King, moreover to be ads| think this
thesis important because add to my data to fulkilbwledge
about leadership. In this thesis, the writer irgerd in studying

about the leadership concept because it topic tsfamofrom
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human life. Every country, community, group, anchilg always
needs someone to be a leader to arrange everydhoogd them.
When there is no a leader, a community will be telutThis

showed that a leader is very important in humam lif

Firaun's story is also a concern in the book ‘KWegak
Bangsa Terdahulu” by Harun Yahya. Although using Eir'aun
discuss a review of the Qur'an, but Harun did rpcsically
discuss the study of leadership Firaun's regimat tled to
authoritarian measures. Harun only collect traeeRinaun as the

ruler of Egypt at that time.

F.Research Methods
1. Kind of Data

As the title implies, this research is qualitative
which is purely based on bibliographical reseatahthis
research, the sources of data are written textimgl to

the topic.

2. Sources of Data

" This research is descriptive, it means the caléaiata are from
word by word and pictures instead of numeral.rksges on the meaning of the
topic concerned on human’s life. The applicatiortto§ method can be done
by formulating the problem, collecting data, anailgzdata and formulating the
conclusion. See Sudarwan Danifdienjadi Peneliti Kualitatif, (Bandung:
Pustaka Setia, 2002), 51
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The sources of data that have relationship with

Qur’an so there are 2 Kinds of data:
a. Primary data

It is data that directly collected by the research
from the primary source. That is Quran related e t
verses which implicitly explain about their decrsso
Besides that, the other sources regarded as primary
sources are books défsir which are representative to
support this research. Those booksad$ir are as follow:
Jami’ Al Bayan Fi Ta'wil Al Quranby lbn Jarir at
Thabary (310 H),Tafsir Al Mishbah by Muhammad
Quraisy Syihab, and\t Tafsir Al Kabir Wa Mafatih Al
Ghaibby Fakhruddin ar Razy (606 H).

b. Secondary data

It refers to the data that supports the explanatio
primary source. The secondary data of this rese&rch
taken from many literatures of books, journals,gra@nd

websites which distinctly discuss about Fir'aun.

As the secondary data, the researcher udes
Mu’jam Al Mufahras li Alfadh al Qur'an al Karinto find
the verses of Qur'an. CBlaktabah Syamilals also used

to facilitate finding the verses and the proph&tditions



19

easily. To make easier in writing the verses of’ @uand
its English translation is utilizindQuran in Word by
Muhsin Khan.

3. Collecting Data

Since this research is bibliographical reseattof,
collecting data is supported by books, websitegtnals,
and papers that have relationship to the topicthis
research, the researcher explores several prefiiaisgs
and research done by the experts who have disctissed

same topic.

Those previous research have functions as raw
data. Based on the data, it is necessary to lookutines,
fundamental structures and basic principles inidetal to

ignore the irrelevant data.

The data which have been collected by the
researcher is utilized and synchronized with thpicto

based on inductive method.

4. Analyzing Data
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To analyze the data the researcher uses the method
of content analysis. The applied methodology igniutec
study (tafsir mawdhu’ly) It means collecting verses in
Qur'an which have same contents by means thoses/ers
talk about one problem and arranging them based on
asbabun nuzul and then the researcher gives some
elaboration. Finally, he concludes what have been

elucidated.

The steps to dtafsir mawdhu’iycan be reached by
following these rules:

1. Choosing and determining the problem in Quran that

will be researched thematically.

2. Tracing and collecting the verses related to the
determined problenmakiyyaandmadaniyyaverses.

3. Arranging those verses systematically in accordance
with chronology by knowing and understanding toward

background andsbabun nuzul.

4. Knowing correlation rfiunasaba of verses in each

surah.

5. Outlining the theme in correct, systematic and whol

frame.
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6. Accomplishing the research by some hadits, if it is
necessary. By this, the research will be more traad

clear.

Learning those verses thematically and completgly b
collecting the verses which have similar meaning an
compromising betweenam and khosh, muthlagand
mugayyad. Synchronizing the verses that seem
contradictory, explaininghasikh and mansukhverses,
so that all of verses can stand in one estuaryourit
any differences and contradiction, afterwards thvate
be no forcing to some verses in false meaffing.

Technically, the researcher uses some steps in
which to make those steps taffsir mawdhu’iyeasy to

be understood:

1. Determining and collecting the verses of al Quran
related to the topic. It means the researcher a@soasd
determines the discussed verses based on singlaeth

Firaun.

BAbdul Hayy al Farmawi, Metode Tafsir Mawdhu’iy Suatu
Pengantar (PT Raja Grafindo Persada: Jakarta, 1996), 46.a8&® Mahmud
Syaltut,Min Huda al Qur'an,224, 323; al Kumyat Tafsir al Mawdhu'iy,7;
Dr. Hijazi, al Wahdah al Mawdhu’iyyalR. 24
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2. Arranging those verses chronologically based on the
background of verseagbab an nuzil This step is

aimed to classify the verses describes Firaun.

3. Accomplishing and explaining with the certain
prophetic tradition. The role of prophetic traditios
completing and strengthening the data.

4. Investigating the thought of the classical and
contemporary Islamic scholars dafsir. This step is
needed to enlarge the understanding and insight of
contextual interpretation related the topic of &um.

Even though approach tdfsir mawdhu’iis a main
method, yet another approach has also role in aingy
the problem of this research. All of assisting ajggh that
is able to clarify the problem, will be utilized ke

researcher provided that they are relevant withdpé.

G. The System of Writing

The result of this study is systematized descrgbyivand

consist of five chapter:

The Chapter I, this chapter is a group of forewairdhe
research, consists of background, formulation obbjam,
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significance of study, study of books literaturegthod and
writing systematic. Those are described in orderostract basic

problem in this research.

After explaining above, the researcher explore alvadw
Firaun was. It is important to show in this chapsad also to
make specifically about Firaun. Word Firaun fowabin not less

than in 76 times. Its namely chapter II.

After that, the researcher focusing on verses géldab
attitude of Firaun. Researcher collect word Firdain some
surah. Because it is the main point that will b#edent with
others researchers before. The researcher choose smtences
have relation meaning at this discussion. Reseamtéimed this
chapter as the third. Researcher put some intatpye$ to
encourage data.In this chapter, researcher cldsbene attitudes
discribed in previous chapter into two kinds of waigleologycal
and actions. In ideologycal way, Firaun spread imuence
through issues about gods, myths, and others. tiongcway,
Firaun use kill boys, embarrass women, and pro\sumaety.

And the last chapter is conslusion of the reseaFirtst,
Qur'an described Firaun’s political power througbme verses.
Second, in maintaining political hegemony, Fir'aigse two kinds
of ways, ie through spread idelogy and some actions
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