CHAPTER Il
THE GENERAL CONCEPT OF PRAYER TIMES
A. The Obligation of Prayer M’ashriz’iyyah al-salah)

Prayer was obliged at night of journésilah Al-Isr@) approximately five
years before the migratory of the prophet MuhammB&/H to Madinah. It
was the most famous argument among the historidns.statement is based
on the hadith narrated by Andgrayers are obliged for the Prophet, peace
be upon him, at night of journey fifty prayers, aheén decreased until five
prayers”. Part ofHanafiyyah said that it was Ramadhar!' &7year and half
before the migratory. IbnHajar said that it was the night of Rajat"27

Prayer represents a fundamental and significandigadion in Islam.
This obligation becomes one of the five Islamidgpd or which is ordinary
referred asdrkan al-Islam” (Islamic Foundations). The Prophet Muhammad

PBUH said in his tradition:
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Means: Narrated from ‘Ubaidullah bin Msaz, he said narrated from
Handalah bin Ab Sufyin from ‘Ikrimah bin Kllid from lbnu ‘Umar
said: Raglullah PBUH said: “Islam is built on five things,
witnessing that there is no god but Allah and Muhead is the

! Wahbah Zuhail al-Figh al-Iskimi wa Adillatuhy al-Maktabah al-Stmilah al-kdar 3.8,
Vol. 1, p. 573.
% Al-Bukhary, Sakhih al-Bukhirz, al-Maktabah al-Sdmilah al-kdar 3.8, vol. 1, p. 11
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Prophet of God (shahadah), being steadfast in prafgalah),
practicing regular charity, hjj, and fasting in Ramadhan.”

Salah or prayer is the ritual worship practiced by Mg in supplication
to Allah SWT. The term is commonly used to refethe five daily prayers,
which are compulsory upon all mature Muslims. Prageconsidered the
most important act of worship in Islam and its imtpace is such that under
very few circumstances it can be omitted. Therenaaay verses in the Quran
or the tradition of the Prophet Muhammad PBUH eixyihg the obligation of
prayer. Leaving prayer, without any permitted reasmeans to oppose
command which Allah pass to His slave. It has adoigsequence. One who
leaves it will carry on a big sin which must be @aated by the perpetrator
and will be asked in the eternity for the respoifigib

Prayer also represents the fundamental frame affbel God. It means
that a person, who performs prayer with his heantth only to God, believes
the existence of God and fears Him. Allah says im Hblly Quran Chapter

Al-Bagarah verse 1-3:
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Means:“Alif, L am, Mim (1) This is the Book; in it is guidance sure haiit
doubt, to those who fear Allah; (2) Who believehia Unseen, are
steadfast in prayer, and spend out of what We hmoeeided for
them; (3)(Al-Bagarah [2]: 1-3)

% English Translation Text Copied froMivinelslam's Qur'an Viewer software v2.910
developed by Jamal Al-Nasir
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Worshiping Allah SWT which is performed by prayimg an absolute
obligation. There are many verses in the Holly @uror tradition of the
Prophet Muhammad PBUH tells about it. Al-Qur'antesathe obligation of

prayer using a command word such as in chapterafjaBah verse 43:
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Means:And be steadfast in prayer; practice regular chgriand bow down
y0u4r heads with those who bow down (in worsHia)kBaqgarah [2]:
43)
To state the obligation of prayer, Allah ordersrgv@luslim to pray and He

will give a great reward for the perpetrator or Wid torture who obeys to

perform praying.
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Means:“Narrated from Ab: Hurairah, actually a person has come to the
Prophet PBUH and asked: show me a deed, if | dmitses me to
enter paradise. The Prophet PBUH said: you worsAl@ah and
don’t idolize things with God and you perform reguybrayer.”

The obligation of prayer also stated in many tiadi& of the Prophet

Muhammad PBUH. There are many traditions told theatpess of

performing prayer and also motivating to perforraypmg.

* Ibid.
® Muslim, Sahik al-Muslim al-Maktabah al-Similah al-kdar 3.8, Vol. 1, p. 97
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Means: “Indeed, five prayers will erase some sins suchwaer erase
impurity”.

Every Muslim has to perform the daily prayer. Fitrmes a day is
obliged to do and cannot be left for any reasoreré&lis a very severe penalty
for leaving prayer. A Muslim who leaves prayer & @ Muslim anymore
because what is between belief and disbelief igingaprayer. The Prophet

Muhammad PBUH said:

sl a5 K S5m0 g 4 s 8y

-

Means: Indeed, between people and between idolatry arklikes is leaving
prayer.”

With those argumentations from the Qur'an and dls® tradition of the
Prophet PBUH, prayer time is obligatory worship &ag to be performed by

every Muslim who has fulfilled the prescribed cdrudis.

B. Definition of prayer and prayer time.
Prayer in Arabic language iglah (33a). It is derived from the word

salld (L ) — yualli (e ) - salatan (3%a) not tasliyyan (Wi)® as the

® Abdurraaman Al-Jaziri, Kitab al-Figh ‘ala al-Madzhib al-Arba’ah, Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-limiyyah, 1990, p. 157.

"Muslim, Sahih al-Muslim Op. Cit p. 228.

8 Ibnu Mandir, Lisan al-Arah al-Maktabah al-Similah al-ksdar 3.8, vol. 14, p. 464.
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standard pattern ofasrif (morphology) in Arabic Grammar Translating
"salah" as 'prayer’ is not usually considered precise enough,paayer' can
indicate several different ways of relating to Gitdmeans that the word
prayer is not only used in Islam, but also in evaljgion to say the way of
relating to God. In the pasfalah has been calledhe contact prayér “the
obligatory prayet, “the formal prayel, and so on, but normal academic
practice in English is now to refer to the praygtihe Arabic tern?.

The basic meaning of prayer is “invocationt=§)'*. This definition as

said in the holly Qur’an chapter Al-Taubah vers8&:10
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Means: ‘and pray on their behalf. Verily thy prayers ars@urce of security
for them: And Allah is the One Who heareth and latbw (Al-
Taubah [9]: 103}?

Prayer also means mercy and supplicating forgivengss means states

in the Noble Qur'an chapter alk&ab verse 56*
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® Tagrif (morphology) in Arabic grammar is a standard patte determine the form of the
individual words, for examplefa’ala (Jx) — yufa'ilu (J»&) — tafian (Owx&). So,salla (=) —
yusall7 (A=) - tasliyyan (Wl=d), but its different fogalah.

% http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salah, retrieved opr 22, 2011 at 08.00 pm.

' Hasby al-ShidgyPedoman ShalatJakarta: N.V. Bulan Bintang, Ed. 11, 1983, p. 62.
Compallge with Abdurtaman al-Jziri, Kitab al-Figh ‘Ala al-Madzhib al-Arba’ah op. cit. p. 160.

Ibid.

13 Ahmad Izzuddin, Ilmu Falak Praktis (Metode Hisabkigat dan Solusi

Permasalahannya), Semarang: Komala Grafika, 20@2.p
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Means:“Allah and His angels send blessings on the Proplatyou that
believe! Send your blessings on him, and salute With all
respect.™

On occasion of the verse above, Ibnu Mamdaid in his book.isan al-

‘Arab that when the God prays to His prophet, mean&thek has completed

and increased His grace to the prophet. It alsonmélae God blesses him

with His mercy. Moreover, when the angel of Godypréo the Prophet of

God means invocation or supplication of forgiveneBsen, when we are

ordered to pray to the Prophet Muhammad PBUH, meanbkave to glorify

him in the world by continuing his rabbinic lesspspreading it among the
world, and keeping everything he left to us fromd&o

Prayer in term of Al-Quran is calledalah (3<ll) because when a
person is performing prayer, he is also glorifyipgaising, and sanctifying
the God. It is stated clearly when he réashahhud(& &istall) which only

God who has the right to be glorified, praised sadctified®.

The definition of prayers@lah) in terminology of Islamic juristdifgahz)

17, RPN I _ oy uf

“Some certain known and prescribed sayings and oasti starting with
Taklr (saying Alkhu Akbar Allah is the Greater), and ending with Tasl
(saying: al-satmu ‘alaikum wa rahmatuihi wa baral@tuh may Allah’s
Peace, Mercy, and Blessings be upon you) with phesst conditions.”

* English Translation Text Copied froMivinelslam's Qur'an Viewer software v2.910
developed by Jamal Al-Nasir

!5 |bnu Mandar, Lisan al-‘Arab, Op. cit

1% |bid.

" Abdurréaman Al-Jaziri, Kitab al-Figh ‘ala al-Madzihib al-Arba’ah op. cit. p.160.
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Malikiyyah, Hanafiyyah and Sti'iyyah define prayer clearly as to
worship God through some prescribed actions suchkas (bowing the body
until the palms are on the knees) aujlid (prostration), and through some
prescribed sayings such as reciting holly Quran tastih (glorifying God)
with hearth deeply absorbed in G&4d.

The definition oftime is a part of the measuring system used to sequence
events, to compare the durations of events andnteevals between them,
and to quantify rates of change such as the motérbjects. It is used to
place events in sequence one after the other, laod@compare how long
events last? Prayer time is the durations of prayers and thenials between
them. Time is important for prayer so Muslim knowisen he has to pray or
when he does not.

Prayer times oawgat al-salah (83all <i) according to Islamic jurists
(fugah?) is the times that Allah has explained in His aQuran to do
prayer? It is a certain time that a certain prayer shdédperformed on that
time. In brief, each prayer has different time am& can not perform prayer

anytime he wants. Allah has said:
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Means: For such prayers are enjoined on believers at stat@es.(Al-Nisa
[4]: 103F*

'8 |bid.

19 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time

2 Muhammad Bin Isaiil Al- San'ani, Subil al-salim, Beirut: Car al-Kutub al-Alamiyyah,
Ed. 1, 1988, p. 193.

2 bid.
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C. The Legal Ground of Prayer Times
Prayer is one of five pillars that Islam built dévery Muslim in this
world, wherever and however has to perform praydns entire life. There is
no excuse for leaving prayer because the obligaibprayer is clear. Allah
has mentioned this obligation in the Holly Qur'annmany verses. The order
is repeated several times, such us in chapter AaBsn verse 43, 83, and 110
(3uall 15adls), verse 177 sfuall Hlis), chapter al-Nig verse 162 (Uwedd s
2Lall), chapter al-A'raf verse 170 and afijHverse 41 {lall | i 5), chapter
Ibrahim verse 373fL<alll s«ad) and so on, there are many others like chapter
Taha verse 14, al-Br 56, al-Ankaliit 45, and al-Azab 33.
a. Chapter Al-Nisa Verse 103
Allah Almighty is a great God. He does not onlyargeople without
any explanation how and when they have to do itaA®sult, the God
gives the other verses to tell people the timepiaying. He says in the

holly Qur'an:
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Means:When you are free from danger, set up Regular Rsayeor such
prayers are enjoined on believers at stated tinm{@$:-Nisa [4]:

1032
Look at the phraseig s« LiS) from that verse. The phrase meatasted

timesthat indicates Allah has set up times for regulayers. This verse

?2|bid.
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asserts that Moslems are not allowed to practieg tibligatory of prayer
anytime, but there is a specific time when theyehavpray.

Al-Al asi explained the meaning sense kitizban maugtan is that
prayer is an obligatory worship which is limited kiynes. Performing
prayer is not allowed out of time in any conditiGhd-urthermore, al-
Thabary clarified that some Muslim scholars hased#iht meaning about
kitaban maugtan. Some said the same that the verse is talkingtabou
stated times for prayer which means prayer has likeeajj (pilgrimage)
has. But, the others said that the verse is otyntpabout the obligatory
of prayer, not the tim&"

Al-Zamakhshar in his bookal-Kashslaf interpreted this verse that
someone may not delay or prioritize time of prayeany case, safe or
fear?® Moreover, Rsyid Ridh in Tafsr al-Manar interpreted that Allah
SWT has set up times for pray&kS means strengthen obligatory which
has been set up the timedan/ maifidz b s« means prescribed timés.

From the interpretations above, it can be concluttest logical
consequence of this verse is prayer must be peetbronecisely at times
which has been determined pursuant to the theomathsr from Al-
Qur'an or Sunnah. A clearer clarification regardimges of prayer will be

explained by the next verses.

23 Shitebuddn Mahmad Al-Alasi, Rih al-Ma'ani ff Tafsr al-Qur’an al-‘Adzm wa al-Sab'i
al-Mathani, al-Maktabah al-Stmilah al-kdar 3.8, Vol. 4, p. 213.

24 Abii Ja'far Al-Tabal, Jami’ al-Bayan ff Ta'wil al-Qur’an, al-Maktabah al-Stmilah al-
Isdar 3.8, Vol. 9, p. 164-169.

% Al-Zamakhshar Tafsr Al-Kashstaf, Beirut: Car Al-Fikr, 1997, Vol. 1, p. 240

% Rasyid Ridha Tafsr al-Manar, Dar Al-Ma’rifah: Beirut, Vol 5, p. 383
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b. Chapter Had Verse 114
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Means: ‘And establish regular prayers at the two ends efday and at
the approaches of the nigh(Had [11]: 114)

The verse above was revealed before five prayerslaiged to Muslims
in the night ofisra and mi'rgj?’. At that time, the obligatory prayer was
two prayers: prayer before sunrise and prayer befonset®

The interpretation told by Quraish Shihab in hisolodrafsir al-
Mishbahis clear. Muslim interpreters agreed that the vesdalking about
the obligatory prayers. The meaning of verseArd establish prayer
regularly and correctly with its prescribed pillareequirements and
conditionsat the two ends of the dayhich means morning and afternoon
or Subuh, duhr and ‘Ar prayerand at the approaches of the nigor
Magrib and Ish prayer®

Some Muslim interpreters have different interplietatabout 4k
&l (the two ends of the day). Some of them had andhiat the first end
is Subuh prayer and the second endubr and ‘Asr prayers. Another said
that the two ends of the day $sibuh and Magrib prayer. The other also

said that the second end isstAprayer only and other said that the second

2" Two part of night journey that, according to Islartradition, the prophet Muhammad
took during a single night around the year 621hds been described as both a physical and
spiritual journey.

8 |bnu Kathr, Tafsr al-Qur'an al-‘Adhim, al-Maktabah al-Similah Al-Isdar 3.8, Vol. 4,

p. 355.

29 M.Quraisy Syihab Tafsir Al-Misbah( Jakarta : Lentera Hati). Ed. Ill, 2005, vol. 6, p

355.



34

end is ‘Asr and Magrib. The most popular argument is thatfilsé end is
Subuh prayer and the second enddigir and ‘Ar prayers® But, al-
Thabary said that the second end is for Magrib gayhe reason is that
the first end prayer ofubuh is performed before sunrise, so the second
end should be performed after sunset and the prayéagrib®

Moreover, al-Zamakhshaclarified that )l 4% means morning
and afternoon. Morning prayer $abuh and afternoon prayerdshr and
‘Asr. Then, the wordd) is plural form of4d) which meansearby So,
zulafan min al-lailmeans the first time of night which is nearby lst of
the day. Quraish Shihab said tlzatafan min al-lailis the first time after
sunset. Both of al-Zamakhshand Quraish Shihab agreed that this time is
for Magrib and Ish.®? This statement si supported by the sunnah of the

Prophet PBUH:
33 Leall T 4

Means:“Two at the approaches of the night is Magrib astar’
c. Chapter Al-Isra Verse 78
Another verse tells about times of prayer is theesgce in chapter Al-

Isra Verse 78. Allah says:
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0 bid., p. 356.

%1 Abu Ja’far Al-Tabal, Jami’ al-Bayan ff Ta'wil al-Qur’an, Op. cit vol. 15, p. 505.

32 Al-Zamakhshay Tafsr Al-Kashslaf, Op. cit read also M.Quraisy SyihaBafsr Al-
Misbah,Loc. cit.

% |bnu Kathr, Tafsr al-Qur’an al-‘Adhim, Loc. cit
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Means: Establish regular prayers - at the sun's declitletlie darkness of
the night, and the morning prayer and reading: tloe prayer and
reading in the morning carry their testimong&l-Isra [17]: 78}

Time of prayer at the sentence above is indicateghrasesi il <l

(thesun’s decling Jil =& (the darkness of the nightind_sdl o= 3 (the

morning prayey.

Al-Zamakhshar explained that the meaning of.42) dulizk, which is

is derived from €l2) dalaka,is sunset or decline. Furthermore he explained

that if the meaning oflalakais decline, so the verse above contains five

prayers. On the other hand, if the word means sussé¢he verse does not
containduhr and ‘Asr.>®

Indeed, Al-Alisi has given a clear meaning abalslaka It means
decline or sunset. He clarified that the originalrévof () meansmove

So, when it relates to decline, it means that thrersoves from the middle

of the day and when it relates to sunset, meangtibhasun move beneath

from the horizon. In generaly<ill &b is the time from the sun’s decline
until sunset. This time is fatuhr and ‘Ar prayer’®
The word @) li dulik is derived from €l2) dalaka If the word is

related to the sun, it has several meaning suchwnset, turn yellow, and

decline from the middle of the sky. These three mmegs are contained in

% English Translation Text Copied froBivinelslam's Quran Viewer software v2.910
developed by Jamal Al-Nasir

% Al-Zamakhshar Tafsr Al Khasyaf al-Maktabah al-Stmilah Al-lsdar 3.8, Vol. 3, p.
472.

% gyilabuddn Mahmid Al-Alasi, Rih al-Ma'any fi Tafsr al-Qur'an al-‘AdZzm wa al-
Sab'i al-Mathanz, Op. cit Vol. 11, p. 43.
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the word €l) dalaka Therefore,u~ill sl refers to two obligatory
prayers:duhr and ‘Asr. Implicitly, it also refers to ‘Ar, because ‘Ar time
is when the sun turns yelloW.

The phraseldll 3« (gasaq al-lai) meansthe darkness of the night
Muslim interpreters have different opinion abou trayer performed at
the darkenes of the night. Some of them said thattitne is for Magrib
prayer and other said that it is for dsprayer’® The words~¢ (gasaq
means “full”. The night is calledjasaqg al-lail because it is full of
darkness? It means thagasaq al-lailis Ista time.

In conclusion, the phrasill g« ) (weddl dglal (at the sun's decline
till the darkness of the nightneans the time between the sun’s decline
from the middle of the day till the darkness of thght or in the middle of
the night. It is for four times of prayetuhr, ‘Asr, Magrib and Ish. This is
the argument dlFabatabafi which is cited by Quraish Shihab in his book
Tafsir Al-Mishbati*®

For the word » ¢s# (reading Al-Quran at dawn most of
interpreters agree that the phrase indic§tgsuh prayer. Quraish Shihab
clarified clearly that there is no obligation ofiteng Al-Qur'an at dawn

except reading Al-Qur'an &ubuh prayef’

3" M.Quraisy SyihabTafsir Al-MisbahQp. Cit. Vol. 7, p. 525.

% Syitabuddn Mahniid Al-Alast, Rih al-Ma'ani fr Tafsr al-Qur’an al-‘AdZm wa al-Sab'i
al-Mathanz, Loc. Cit

%9 M.Quraisy SyihabTafsir Al-MisbahQp. Cit. Vol. 7, p. 526.

% Ibid.

“1 bid.
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d. Chapter Taha Verse 130
The next verse indicates the time of prayer is tdrafaha verse 130.

The verse says:
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Means: Therefore be patient with what they say, and cealigbr
(constantly) the praises of thy Lord, before theng of the sun,
and before its setting; yea, celebrate them fort pathe hours of
the night, and at the sides of the day: that thoay nmave
(spiritual) joy.” (Taha [20]: 130}
The indication of prayer time refers to phragses g stk J& (before the
rising of the suj e J# (before its setting Jall sUls (part of hours of
the nighj, s ki (the sides of the day
The majority Muslim interpreters like al-Zamakhghakl-Alsi, Al-
Samarqgarndinclude Quraish Shihab agreed that the meaninbeophrase
di, 2y zmy (and celebrate (constantly) the praises of thy Dasdthe

order of prayer or it means establish regular pragenerally, prayer

contains approbation, commendation and venerafitineoGod Almighty.

42 English Translation Text Copied fromivinelslam's Quran Viewer software v2.910
developed by Jamal Al-Nasir
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If the meaning is prayer, so this verse explainsuaithe times of prayer
which is determined by Allah SW

The phrasexs ¢ sl J& (before the rising of the shclearly refers to
Subuh prayer which is performed at dawn before the dses. The
majority Muslim interpreters are agreed and therena difference. J2
£ (before its settingmeans time for ‘Ar prayer which is performed
before the sun set8.Some of Muslim interpreters said thmtfore setting
is time forduhr and ‘Asr, because prayer performed before the sun sets is
not only ‘Asr, but alsoduhr is*

Jll Ws (part of hours of the nights time for Iska prayer® It is the
last time for Ish for who likes to pray in the middle of the niglgdause it
is one of the Prophet PBUH traditiont& <ii_ki (the sides of the djys
time for Magrib andduhr. The word<il_ki (the sides) in Arabic word
indicates that there are three or more sidelr prayer is performed at the
last of the first side of the day and the beginrofhthe second sides of the
day. Magrib prayer is performed at the third siéiehe day*’

Some Muslim interpreters have different opinion @bothe

interpretation of the vers&s£ J2 (before its settingindicates time for

‘Asr prayer,Jsll sUls (part of hours of the nighindicates time for Magrib

“3bid., Vol 8, p. 399.

4 |bid., p. 400. Read also AibJa’far Al-Tabal, Jami' al-Bayan ff Ta'wil al-Qur'an, Op.
cit. Vol. 18, p. 400.

4 Al-Zamakhshar, Tafsr Al-Kashslaf, Op. Cit. Vol. 4, p. 192.

% Aba Ja'far Al-Tabar, Jami’ al-Bayan ff Ta'wil al-Qur’an, Loc. cit.

“"Ibid., p. 400-401.
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and Ish prayers, and ik (the sides of the dayis time for duhr

prayer only*®

“8 |bid., p. 401. Read also M.Quraisy Syihalafsr Al-Misbah, Op. citVol. 8, p. 400.
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e. The Hadith (Tradition) of the Prophet Muhammad PBUH
Furthermore, Allah SWT sent His Ange€librii to the prophet
Muhammad PBUH to teach him more detail about prdiyees that is
based on sun’s motion. This explanation as writtethe Prophet tradition
narrated from Jabir bin Abdullah r.a.:
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Means: Yahya bin Adam Narrated from lbnu al-Makak from Husain
bin ‘Al7, He said: Wahfib bin Kaisin Narrated me fromabir bin
Abdullah and he is an Adrz, he said that Jigt came to The
Apostle of Allah PBUH and said: Stand up and priaylhen he

49 Ahmad bin HamballMusnad Ahmadal-Maktabah al-Shamilah Akdar 3.8, vol. 29, p.
60.
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(the prophet) prayeduhr (noon) when the sun had passed the
meridian. Then the Jildircame to him at & (Afternoon) time and
said: Stand up and pray it! Then the Prophet prage@dwhen the
shadow of everything was as long as itself. ThenJthril came
to him at Magrib (sunset) and said: stand up andypit! Then
the prophet prayed Magrib when the sun sets. ThenJtbrl
came to him at Ish(Night) time and said: stand up and pray it!
Then the prophet prayed ghvhen the twilight had ended. Then
the Jibil came to him at Fajr (dawn) time and said: standaund
pray it! Then the prophet prayed it when the dawes. Then the
Jibril came to him on the morrow f@uhr and said: Stand up and
pray it! Then the Prophet prayeduhr when the shadow of
everything was as long as itself. Then the liteame to him for
Asr prayer and said: Stand up and pray it! Then hayad Ar
when the shadow of everything was twice as longsalf. Then
the Jibril came to him for Magrib prayer and said: Standard
pray it! Then he prayed Magrib at the same timédefore. Then
the Jibil came to him for Ish prayer and said: stand up and
pray it! Then the Prophet prayed Blwhen about the half or the
third of the night had passed. Then the dilmame for Fajr
prayer when there was a fair amount of light andlsatand up
and pray it! Then the Prophet prayed Fajr. Then difar7l said:
the time is anywhere between two timdblarrated by Ahmad)

The tradition above is strengthened by the hadatinated by Muslim

in his bookSa/zih Muslim.He said:
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g,il/:«m\ ;pr/ ﬁb\jjf;(mjﬁpd&\wf/ T Tu./cgﬂfe
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0 Muslim, Sakik Muslim al-Maktabah al-Stmilah Al-lsdar 3.8, Vol. 3, p. 294.
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Means: ‘harrated to me Amad bin Ibrzhim ad-Dautigz, narrated to us
Abd alSamad, narrated to us Hamém narrated to us Qatlah
from Al Ayyizb from Abdullah bin ‘Amr, indeed, the prophet of
Allah peace be upon him said: ‘time f@uhr prayer is when the
sun declines and the shadow of a man is as longims before
Asr prayer comes and the time fosrAprayer is before the sun
turns yellow and the time for Magrib prayer is befdhe red
cloud disappears and the time for dsts until midnight and the
time for Subuh prayer is from the rising dawn before thenggsi
sun and when the sun rises, do not pray becausesuherises
between the two devil horns’(Narrated by Muslim)

The meaning of these two hadiths is clear. The hmbpof Allah

Muhammad PBUH tried to give an explanation andifatation of the

verses about prayer times. The Prophet PBUH rehlizat those verses

are too general to be understood. As a resultxpi@ed and clarified the
times for prayer.

The two hadiths above clearly gives an explanatioout how many
times prayer should be done and when the begiramdghe end of prayer
times. According to the text, there are five obiogg prayers should be
performed by people in their daily life. The pragare:duhr which starts
when the sun declines from middawrAvhich begins when the shadow of
everything was as long as itself, Magrib which tstavhen the sun sets,
Isha which begins when the twilight had ended, &uibuh which starts
when the dawn rises. They have different timesesiple have to perform
them separately in the exact time as mentioned.

The text said that prayer times is based on thexation and depends

on where the position of the sun is. The effectstto$ motion and

difference positions are alteration of the lengthsbadow’s object, the
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rising and the setting sun, appearing and disappeaed cloud at dawn
and after sunset. The text also tells us that thg t@ determine times for
prayer is by observing position of the sun. Howevegchnology

improvement has increased so fast. People do mat toeobserve directly
the sun’s motion to know prayer times. They caruate the time using

mathematical astronomy.

D. Prayer Times in Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh)
a. Duhr

Time for duhr prayer is started when the sun declirega( al-
sham$. When the sun moves from the middle of sky at, dege for
duhr prayer is begun. This time ends when the len§ghadow’s object
is as long as the object. This is the argumentafafiyyah and three
Imam of Islamic jurists. According to AibHarifah, the end ofiuhr is
when the length of shadow’s object is twice theeobj* Malikiyyah said
that when the sun declines until the length of skasl object is as long
as the object is choice timal{waqt al-ikhtiyiri) for duhr prayer. In
addition, emergency timealfwaqt alzariri) begins when ‘Ar time
begins and ends when the sun 8ets.

The declining of the sun is known by observing iakstvhich is
embedded on flat ground. When the sun is on ea$br@ declining) the

shadow of the stick will decrease. When the shadowtop moving

1 Wahbah Zuhai| al-Figh al-Iskimi Wa Adillatuhy Op. cit, Vol. 1, p. 583
°2 Abdurraaman al-Jiziri, Kitab al-Figh ‘Ala Madzzhib al-Arba’ah Op. cit, p. 167.
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means the sun is in the culmination point. It idecH stiwa time which is
the point when the sun is at its highest point.sT¢nrresponds to the
shortest shadow of the stick. Then, when the shadoveases means
that the sun has declined from the point. It alseansduhr time is
begun. The shadow will continue moving. Finally,emhthe length of
shadow is as long as the stick length, it is tree@rluhr prayer?
‘Asr

‘A sr time begins by the end dtihr time and ends when the sun sets.
Clearly, according to the most Islamic juristsstiirt a moment after the
length of shadow is as long as the stick lengtherehstHanafiyyah said
that duhr time begins a moment after the length of shatotwice the
stick length. The Islamic jurists compromised ttiet end of ‘Ar prayer

is when the sun sets. The hadith said:

sardl Bl dis eeidl Ox5 O L3 2l e 1aS) BT e
54(&:543 izl a3 ol))

Means: Who got one raka’at of ‘& prayer before the sun sets, he
actually got ‘Ar prayer.” (Narrated by six Imam in their books)

Malikiyyah said ‘Asr prayer has two times, the choice tina¢\Waqt
al-ikhtiyarr) and the emergency timal{waqt alzarari). The choice time

is a moment after the length of shadow is as lantha stick length until

3 Wahbah Zuhai| al-Figh al-Iskimi Wa Adillatuhy Loc. cit
**|bid., p. 584.
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the sun turns yellow. The emergency time startsrwiiee sun turns
yellow on the ground and ends when the sunSets.
The ‘Asr daily prayer may be mentioned as the middle prédah

al-wuga) in the Qur'an at chapter Al-Bagarah verse 238:

(7] P AN B-00->0A0CKO
pOgO0mEO D wa 3~e0 N2CeOmHOD W 3
2 BXUAREODLOO0 FO+2oRVAMW@a S

R P #xv Q7 xTell

Means: ‘Guard strictly your (habit of) prayers, especiallye Middle
Prayer; and stand before Allah in a devout (franfenond)”
(Al-Bagarah [2]: 238

It is called the middle prayer because it is betwkeo prayers at night

and two prayers at day.

c. Magrib
The time for Magrib prayer is when the sun set&loen the sun disk
is fully disappear in the western sky until disaquoeg the twilight or red
cloud approximately an hour after sunset. Thishe most popular

argument according tHanafiyyah, Hanabilah and &hiyyah based on

the hadith:

gaill Cad b oal) iy

Means: “Time for Magrib prayer is before disappearing the
twilight” .

*® Abdurrahnan al-Jizir, Kitab al-Figh ‘Ala Madzzhib al-Arba’ah Loc. cit

% English Translation Text Copied fromivinelslam's Qur'an Viewer software v2.910
developed by Jamal Al-Nasir

" Wahbah Zuhai| al-Figh al-Iskimi Wa Adillatuhy Loc. cit
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sl or twilight according to Hanabilah and #@ifiyyah is the red
twilight. According toHanafiyyah, the horizon has three condition after
sunset, white then red and then blagk.

Malikiyyah said that there is no extension for Magiilne, but it is
limited by the time it can be performed with all tfe prescribed
conditions and requirements and also the time Zanandgamah This
is the choice time al-waqt al-ikhtiyar:) for Magrib prayer. The
emergency timeaf-waqt alzariari) for Magrib is by the end of the
choice time until the dawn risé$.

Isha

The time for Ish is when the red twilight disappears until the dawn
rises. The reason is that the time of every prayextended until the
next prayer excepSubuh. Milikiyyah and Hanafiyyah said that Igh
prayer has two times, the choice tima-\Waqt al-ikhtiyirz) and the
emergency time al-waqt alzariri). The choice time is begun after
disappearing the red twilight until midnight orhard of night. It is based

on the hadith from Anas:

S & U Gras ) slaall o g ade &1 Lo

Means: The Prophet PBUH delayed Blprayer until midnight the he
prayed.”

%8 |bid., p. 585.
%9 Abdurrahman alariri, Kitab al-Figh ‘Ala Madzihib al-Arba’ah Op. cit p. 168.
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The emergency time for I8hs after the end of the choiceh time until the
true dawn rise&’
e. Subuh
The time forSubuh prayer is when the true dawaji( sadiq) rises
until the sun rises. The true dawn is the whitétligpread in the eastern

horizon. It is based on the hadith

M\&Bébcﬁﬁ\if\bw@«&s\swgﬁjj

Means: ‘and the time foSubuh prayer is from the rising dawn before the
rising sun”.

Malikiyyah said thaSubuh prayer has two times: the choice time for
Subuh is from the rising true dawn until the darlsxdsappears, and the

emergency time is from the end of the choice timi the rising surf?

% |bid. See also Wahbah Zuhaihl-Figh al-Islami Wa Adillatuhy Op. cit p. 587.
1 Wahbah Zuhai| al-Figh al-Iskimi Wa Adillatuhy Op. cit, p. 587.
62 Abdurrahnan al-Jiziri, Kitab al-Figh ‘Ala Madzzhib al-Arba’ah Op. cit.,p. 169.



