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CHAPTER Il
GENERAL VIEW OF UMMIY

A. Understanding of Ummiy
1. Etymological Meaning
Etymologically, termummiy refers toilliterate man, a
man that cannot read anything. In addition, Ibnuindar said
that ummiyis a term to man that cannot write. Az-Zujaj added
thatummiyis aimed to indicate people who follow the chamacte
of a group that don’t learn any book and presenmeecondition.
In his opinion, Az-Zujaj grounded his explanatiom i
emphasizing the termimmiyas the same root of terammah:
Different from that opinion, Abu Ishag emphasizedren
in the relation of wordummiyandumm,which meansnother
Based from it, the meaning given to wanchmiy really has
strong relation to people’s condotion when they getn by
their mothers, that know nothing including readamgl writing?

As explained iral-Munijid dictionary, al-ummiyyuneans

LAl Yy S Gm ¥ s man laa ya'riful kitabahwallal gira’ah

(a man that cannot read and write). Whereas, thedl \ab

! Wan zailan Kamaruddin Wan AliSiapa itu Nabi-Nabi (Kuala
Lumpur: PTS Millennia, 2007), P. 196

2 Ibnu ManzurLisanul al-Arah (Beirut, VII), P. 31

% The writer of this dictionary, Louis Ma'luf, didon explain termal-
Ummiyyulargely, and the editor also did not know the eatisarly.
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Ummiyin al-Mu’jam al-Wasith has the same meaning wih

ummu(mother),al-Ummah(umat), ore=; ¥s 1,2 Y -» man laa

yagra’u wala yaktubu(a man that cannot read and write).

Besides, it also meangl:l .. al-‘ayiyyu al-Jaafiy (an

uncommunicative man or a persistent man or a sin).
Therefore, the meaning afmmiyyinis illiterate people who
cannot read and write. It is the condition of mésabs in
Muhammad PBUH era.

Ibnu Arabi said thaummiymeans a man that does not
know how to read and write as when he was bormQuédan

has explained it in verse an-Nahl: 78.
¢ s 21 PR 1oz g}../@é~ﬁ ° 9}//°./‘ @/
5Laily gt 48T asg B3 0pd5 ¥ ASOEET o4l (e 3T g
SIS RNt

It is He who brought you forth from the wombs ofuyo

when ye knew nothing; and He gave you hearing and

sight and intelligence and that ye may give thafiks

Allah)

According to al-Murtadha al-Zabidiummiy has two
meanings; they are a man that cannot read and arigeman

that is taken along with the condition of a socigtgt does not

4 Al-Mu’jam al-Wasith, juz 1, P. 48
® Ahsin W. Alhafidz, M.A, Kamus llmu Al-Qur'an (Jakarta: Amzah,

2006). See al-A'raf 157/158-ali Imran (20/75) agBeah 78-al-Jumu'ah 2. P.

302

® Ibnu Arabi,Ahkam Al-Qur'anlll, P. 1535
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learn any book.Hasan ibn Sabith explained that illiteration of
Muhammad PBUH must be understood symbolically to
emphasize the truth of al-Qur'an as God'’s revefatichus, the
word umm, ummahandimamare related each othér.

Lane also said thatmmiy-ummamefers to wordimmabh
which are the Arabs. In further, he compared itattyone —
whether Arab or not- that don’t know or don't haeay
knowledge about reading and writingln the first meaning,
word ummiyyunrefers to Arabs that are famous as illiterate
society. Whereas the second meaning indicates ttiatyword
was not derived from Jews. This is as explainethéir holy
books, Taurat and Talmud Both holy books described the
idea of Jew's superiority than others and assdthatithey are
the chosen group'

In addition to those ideas, Muhammad aI-B%fqi.ﬂa’far

al-Sadid®, and al-Nuhhd$ explained the concept of relation

" Al-Murtada al-ZabidiTaj al-Arus VIII, P. 185

8 M. Nur Kholis Setiawan dan Djaka Soetapkleniti Kalam
Kerukunan; Beberapa Istilah Kunci dalam Islam daristen (Jakarta: PT
BPK Gunung Mulia, 2010), P. 196

° Lane, E.W., An-Arabic English Lexicon, I, P. 92

1% Talmud is a opus of Jews that includes teachifidsebavior. In this
book, the explanation is discusses about lawsc®thi behavior, tradition, and
history of Jew. For further explanation, redéjak Yakjuj dan Makjuj dalam
Inskripsi Yahudiwritten by Muhammad Alexander Wisnu Sasongkdkdda:
Penerbit Hikmah, 2009), P. 17

Y5yekh Muhammad Al-GhazalMenikmati Jamuan Allah. Inti Pesan
dari Tema ke TemaTranslated fromNahw Tafsir Mawdhu'i li Suwar Al-
Qur'an Al-Karim, (Jakarta: PT Serambi Ilmu Semesta, 2007), P.9%68-6

2 Al-Alusi, Ruh Al-Ma’anj IX, P. 79

13 Al-Tabarsi,Majma’ Al-Bayan IV, P. 487
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betweerummiyandumm al-quraln this contextumm al-Qura
refers to the holy city of Mecca. This is as wnttia QS. Asy-
Syura (42: 7).

S PP RTINS SURTE PRI PN (PR Pt P>
Y o33 g3 5dss B (s ol f 50 Lge BT S| Ll SIS
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Thus have we sent by inspiration to Thee an Arabic

Qur'an: that Thou Mayes warn the mother of citied a

all around her,- and warn (them) of the Day of Assly,

of which there is no doubt: (when) some will betle

garden, and some In the Blazing Fire.

Thus, it can be inferred that those ideas can be
summarized in four explanations, they are:

a. Al-Ummiy is illiterate man; a man that cannot read and
write.

b. Al-Ummiy related to wordal-Ummahis the condition of
mankind before they know how to read and write,
especially the Arabs. Because, they were in thelition at
that era as described above.

c. Al-Ummiywas derived from wordl-umm,the condition of
inability to read and write as when he was born.

d. Al-Ummiy refers toumm al-Qurathat is the holy city of
Mecca.

2. Terminological Meaning
As explained in al-Quran, the clearest explanatain

word ummiy is that Muhammad cannot read and write. It is

4 Al-Qurtubi, Ahkam Al-Quran|V, P. 2735



29

written in al-Qur'an six times. It was mentionedides in
singular term asimmiyand four times in plural term such as
ummiyyunand ummiyyint> As many expressions in al-Quran
that adopted some terms froaml al-Kitab, so did the term
ummiyand ummiyyun.lt is possible that both terms are taken
from ahl al-Kitab and technical terms in their holy book.

Term ummiy and umamare technical terms that often
mentioned in Taurat for Jews. The ancient Hebregadukose
terms to address individual, group, or non-Israelbple. term
ummiyyunis also attributed to any group that don’t have any
holy book.® This fact is as written in some verses below:
“Thus the God said: don't follow any path of “umdmand
toward verses from the God, don’t ever stay awathag did
before17

The descendant of Israeli have ever rebeRadbb,their
God that have expelled them from Egypt and fromrdaeh of
Egypt's emperor, Pharaoh. Thereupon, they beliemedther
gods and did the obligations ‘eimnam’ or others® Historically,
the early Christians also have ever adopted thrersest Ummiy
and uman) from the Jews to address “faithless people”, as

described in this verse:

5Abd Albagi, Al-Mu’jam al-Mufahras P. 81

6 Syekh Al-Magqdisi, Nabi Muhammad Buta Huruf atau Genius?
Mengungkap Misteri “Keummian” RasulullaiJakarta: Nun Publisher, 2007),
P. 20

7 Aramia 10:2

®See Raja-Raja II: 17; 7-8. See also Nahmea 9:5p#2:6;Ashea
2:2, dan Mazmur 135:15



Go and teach those ‘umam’, baptize them on
behalf of Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost.
Teach them how to hold on to all of my will to
them. This is I that will accompany you all till
the end. Amemt

In Muhammad PBUH era, there were many scribahn$ (

al-Kitab) both Jews and Christians that lived surroundings.
Since then, it is not surprising to find that al¥@u includes
some of their terms. Bothmmiyand umamirefer to ‘people
that do not believe in any holy book or Arab pogjtits’? In
short, the ternummiycan be understood as ‘people that cannot
read the earlier holy book, whereas they did notike any
taught of the coming prophet®.

It has been quoted fully as written in “King James
Version” or “Authorised Version” thatAnd the holy book was
given to a man that didn't know how to read. Theglarsaid:
‘Read this, | pray for you'. He answered: ‘| realion’t know
how to read’# It can be noticed that no Arabic Bible found in
6™ century when the prophet Muhammad PBUH lived and
spread Islamic teachings. In addition, he wasliotal illiterate
man that cannot read or write and no one have taught him
even one word, as described in the holy Qur'anNajm (53:
3-4)

S5 AN R b o B g

19 Matius 28:19-20

2 |pid., P. 22

2 |bid., P. 29

22 Kitab Yesaya :29:12
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Nor does He say (aught) of (his own) desire. It
is no less than inspiration sent down to him.

Implicitly, without teaching of anyone Muhammad
PBUH was able to make other well-educated peomé ¢hn
read and write well feel shy and embarrassed af #iedom??
The wordummiyis not related only to the Jews, but also others
that have holy books such as Christianstiesummiy prophet,
Muhammad PBUH has double roles; himself as an Arabas
the Prophet and Messenger of God that has beegadedefor
ummiypeople and other natiofs.

According to Muhammad Ali, an interpreter of al-Gum,
termthe ummiy prophétas three important meaningstst, he
was an illiterate man that cannot read even w8&cond.he
was coming from Arab nationThird, he was coming from
Mecca. The termummiy that is rooted from wordimm also
meansmother. Therefore, termummiyalso means a man that
does not have any teacher, as a newborn baby. Bhersome
evidences in al-Qur'an that Muhammad PBUH reallpns
read and write before he was appointed as the ptdphthe
God.” Since then, it was impossible that Muhammad PBUH

was taught by any creature about al-Qur'an. Howebert fact

% Ahmed DeedatApa Kata Injil Tentang Muhammag@akarta: Pustaka
Panjimas, 1992), P. 25

24 A.Th. Van LeeuwenAgama Kristen dalam Sejarah Duni@lakarta:
Gunung Mulia, 1997), P. 65

% Abdul Haq Vidyarthi dan Abdul Ahad Dawu®amalan Tentang
Muhammad Dalam Kitab Suci Agama Zoroaster, Hindu, Buddhand
Kristen (Jakarta Selatan: PT. Mizan Publika, 2009), B. 15
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was denied by Jews by their doubts. This is asa@x@d in
God’s revelation QS. al-Furgon (25: 4)

i Wl 1ot 35 ST 258 e G0y s 305 W) 1is 3 158 20 Jus

But the misbelievers say: "Naught is this but awigich

He has forged, and others have helped Him atrittfuth

it is they who have put forward an iniquity and a

Falsehood.

The verse above is the enough evidence to oppe@se th
opinion that Muhammad never followed the commandenfs,
Christians, or others in arranging al-Qur'an. le tither word,
this fact showed and proved special features of avuhad
PBUH as “theummiy prophet” and opinion that he is the

Buddha Maitreyd®ecause he was never taught by anydne.

B. Ummiyin Prophetic Traditions
In a prophetic tradition that has been narratediogm

Muslim and Nasa'i said that Muhammad PBUH said:

% According to the writer, who called, as Buddha tgja is the savior,
the last prophetkhatamin nabiyyin For further information, reatkamalan
Tentang MuhammadDalam Kitab Suci Agama Zoroaster, Hindu, Buddha) da
Kristen By; Abdul Haq Vidyarthi and Abdul Ahad Dawud, pg6. Or read
wikipedia keywordMaitreya.

*"Ibid., P. 157
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We are theummiynations that don’t know how to read and
to count. Month is likes this, this, and this”. (ldeed his
fingers to indicate the number twenty-nine or thitays)?

As narrated, the reading and writing ability of Bsa
especially in the early of Islam era, was low. Redpat can read
and write at that time did not reach the numbetwanty people.
The scarcity of reading and writing’s instrumenisl alisability of
those skills brought them to rely on memorizing d@arning by
heart. Furthermore, memorizing ability is used teasure the
cleverness and scientific intelligence. Thus, itnist surprising
when a poet Zurummah asked a man who saw him griot to
tell others about what he did. At the tirfie he said to him,

& e &)
Writing ability is a kind of shame for us.
Moy ey (5l olgy ot Vg Y Tl 2l U
We are really ammmiynation. We cannot write, read
and count as well.

This narration showed that Muhammad PBUH and mbst o

Arabs at the era arammiy. They cannot write and count any

calculation and the circulation of stars. In théestword, they

% M. Quraish Shihab,Mukjizat Al-Quran, Ditinjau dari aspek
kebahasaan, Isyarat llmiah, dan Pemberitaan Gétandung: Mizan Pustaka,
2007), P. 74

?|bid., P. 75

% Narrated by Al-Imam Al-Bukhari in Kitab Shaum, Gher Qaulun
Nabi, “La Naktubt...” Narrated by lbnu Umar. In complete editiohet
narration of the prophetic tradition is “A monthlike this (signing with his
fingers), 29 days once, 30 days once.”
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cannot write any letter and count as astronomer3lge conclusion
is that their condition is like when they were honhich they did
not learn yet to write and count. At that time,\thveere on their
original situation. In other explanationgl-ummiyyah means
neglectful (al-Ghaflah) and fool (al-Jahalah). Term ummiy seems
coming from that meaning. Therefore, it also medass-
intelligence®

Some of Muhammad’'s companions said that he was an
ummiythat cannot read and write. They were Abdullah Alinbas
and Abdullah ibn Mas'ud. Ibnu Abbas saidThe Prophet
Muhammad PBUH cannot read and write at all. He wasmiy”.
As narrated by Ibn Mas’ud, he said $be (the prophet)cannot
read and write”.

From the explanation above, it is clean that Muhaechm
PBUH is a man that cannot read and write eventerl& He once
said, “I am Muhammad, anmmiyprophet (said three times). No
prophet after me. | was given a specialty that psesh is short but
compendious”. Umar asked to him, “Oh, my prophétywlid you
become the most fluent among us? Whereas you weraysa
around us?” he answered, “in the past, languadenséil fellows

was nearly extinct. Then, Gabriel came to me arghved and

31 Look Mufradat Al-Fadzil Al-Quranwritten by Raghib Al-Ashfahani
in entryumm
% Kiai Haji Moenawar Chalil,Kelengakapan Tarikh Muhammad

(Jakarta: Gema Insani press, 2001), P. 155
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protect it!” Muhammad’'s PBUH fluency was admitteg¢ his
companions and his opponents as well.

In a prophetic tradition narrated by ad-Dailamidtthat one
of Muhammad’s companion once asked him, “we hawemseen
any fluent people but you, oh my prophet!” he armregg“that’s all
because Allah have kept me away from any mistakecansen me

to convey his message and revelation, al-Qur*an”.

C. Illiteration (ummiy) of Muhammad PBUH in view of Islamic

Scholars and Interpretations of al-Qur'an
Quraish Syihab has explained different opinionssome

Islamic scholars about illiteratiorufimiy) of Muhammad PBUH.
First is that he could not read anything. However, thame also
some contradictive premises informing that MuhamniBUH
finally can read and write after moving to Medirend narrating
that he could not read and write until he passedyawost of
scholar said that he was calleduasmiybecause the Arabs at the
time do not know how to read and write. For hinis #pithet was a
miracle because he can convey the message fronc@udletely
without any change or alteration, even one wordereas some
Arab orators sometimes change their prepared textadding or

reducing®

% Fuad Kauma50 Mukjizat Rasulullah(Jakarta: Gema Insani press,
2000), P. 145

% Moh. Quraish ShihabMistik, Seks, dan Ibadat{Jakarta: Penerbit
Republika, 2004), P. 160
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Imam Syafi'i said that Allah delegated his prophet
Muhammad PBUH in Mecca, his hometown and the hamfse
ummiynation, including some Arabs that inhabited in sundings.
No any community from them that is coming from nfrabs
(‘ajam) but slaves or unknown people. Al-Azhari said thize
meaning of illiterate man as explained by Syaf’iai man that his
reading is not good enough. In Arabic conversattenn ummiy
means a man that cannot read and write and mo#raifs are
ummiy.

llliteration of Muhammad PBUH means that he cameaid
and write well. Therefore, he could narrate stonédast people
inspired by the God to his companions and otheb#rdhen he
repeated the wording many times from one groupthers. People
usually did not do repetition in the same wordingtéll some
stories as Muhammad did, but they always add asced or use
different sentenceS. Word ummiy in Qur'anic verses has two
meaningskFirst, it is a man that cannot read and wrecondit is
a man that has no holy book as Taurat and Bible 3dcond
meaning seems appropriate with those verses, butrgt meaning
is the best according al-Qur'an and prophetic tiaal®

A famous scholar said that Muhammad PBUH could read
and write at the last of his life. For them, thedewnce is that
Muhammad PBUH erased his name in Hudaibiyah agneewteen

% Tafsir Imam Syafi'i jilid 3.Al-Ummijilid IV P. 172. Look also irAl-
Umm corrected by Abdul Muthalib, jilid V P. 399, 400

% yusuf Qardhawi,Fatwa-Fatwa Kontemporedilid 3, Penerjemah
Abdul Hayyie Al-Kattani, dkJakarta: Gema Insani, Press, 2002). P. 157-161
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Ali R.A refused it. His action indicated that heekn his written
name (Prophet Muhammad PBUH) and then erased ét.s€holar
is Abul Walid al-Baji, a scholar of Maliki schoof ¢hought and
who explained book al-Muwattha’ of Imam Malik. Whdre
explained his opinion, he was accused as herefitdik and
reprehended in front of the public. Then, he dedehdimself in
some scientific debate and correspondences withe sother
scholars from all over the world. The evidence ityossed by al-
Baji and his follower is a prophetic tradition reted by Bukhari
and Muslim about Hudaibiyah agreement. There, arithat “then,
Muhammad PBUH took the sheet even though he wableairta
write. Later, he wrote ‘this matter was applied Myhammad ibn
Abdullah”.*

That tradition explained clearly that Muhammad PBUH
could not write well, whereas the written text waB:writes, “This
matter was applied by Muhammad ibn Abdullah” adasgmen of
what: “Muhammad the Prophet”. This case only intdidathat he
just understand some words, such as “Muhammad ifukah”,
but his knowledge about writing is so limited tlta@nnot change
him fromummiyto a man who knows how to write.

This opinion was relied on an argumentation of @ppetic
tradition linked to the prophet Muhammad PBUH by Iklajah,
“When | was in a journey dira’ Mi'raj, | found it was written in

heaven that; Almsgiving will be rewarded as tenfadd giving

3" Tafsir Al-Alusi, Ruuh al Ma’anjjuz 21, P. 544
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loan will be rewarded as eighteen fold.” Readingitgbwas the
evidence that someone is also able to write. Tragilgetic tradition
is the only narrated by Ibnu Majah and no one did fum. In
Zawaid, Al-Bushuri said that one of narrator in tpeophetic
tradition was weakKdlaif). *® Syekh al-Bani wrote iDha'if al-
Jami’ as-Shaghithat the man was really weddtla'if jiddan) and
his narration cannot be used.

According to Prof. Sya’rawi, if only Muhammad PBU#iras
delegated in a high-civilization state, there mustpossibility that
his teachings can be assume as the result of hanidea, not
inspired by Allah SWT to his prophet as his revetatin the other
word, if illiteration for some people is a kind déficiency, it is not
so for Muhammad PBUH since he was taught direcylyAbah
SWT. Therefore, Sya’rawi agrees to admit Prophatisipanion as
genius. Yet, Muhammad PBUH did not learn by himdalit
directly guided by Allah SWT°

Explanation of termummiy according to Sufis is illiterate
man. All people that have read tasawuf poems alner gtoems in
any language can understand the importance of ponoé
illiteration (ummiy of Muhammad PBUH. As explained by Farid
ad-Din al-Attar, he was an illiterate man but hisoWwledge
exceeded a hundred thousand books. Maulana Rurtdiesg his

condition and called us to understand the nobleoesrmummiy.

21

¥ |bnu Majah in As-Shadagaat (2431)
% M. Rojaya,al-Qur'an itu Mudah (Bandung: Dar! Mizan, 2005), P.
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He wrote in his prosekihi ma fih, that Muhammad PBUH was
called as illiterate marufnmiy not because he could not read and
write. It is not it. A man that wrote signs on th&face of moon-a
reference that don't refers to al-Qur'&haboutsyaqq al-gamar-
cannot be admitted as an illiterate man. On thdrapy it means
that he does not need partial reason becauseahgdygs connected
to the source of all intellectual activitiesd;agl al-awwal the God.
From this definition, we can see thatmmiy is not an
uncomplimentary term to indicate an unintellectnan, but it
refers to a man that has strong relation to theeovafi source of
inspiration, the owner oflm laduni, inner intellectual that is
inspired by the God!

Thus, some scholars have different opinions abletration
of Muhammad PBUH after he was appointed as a ptojpimst,
most of them said that Muhammad PBUH wasuammiy, which
could not read and write as when he was not a ptogt.Second
some of them said that he could read and writer dfee was
appointed as the prophét.Some of them are Abu Dhar Abd bin
Ahmad bin al-Harawi, Abu Fath al-Naysaburi, AbuVéilid al-

Baji*®, Al-Sya’bi*, African scholars and othéPs In addition, al-

“OSee QS. 54;1

“! Farhad DaftaryJTradisi-Tradisi Intelektual Islam(Jakarta: Penerbit
Erlangga, 2002), P. 204-205

42 Wan Zailan Kamaruddin Wan AliSiapa itu Nabi-Nabi (Kuala
Lumpur: PTS Millennia, 2007), P. 208

*3 Al-Alusi, Ruh Al-Ma’anj XXI, P. 5

4 Al-Qurtubi, Ahkam Qur'an VII, 5068

“ Ibnu Hajar Al-AtsqgalaniFath al-Bari, VII, P. 353
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Murtadha Alam al-Hud®, Al-Hurr al-Amili*’, and Al-Majlisi®, are
Shi'a scholars that stand in the same opinion agewrin QS. Al-
Ankabut: 48.

Bollth S ) Sl N5 e e ol 2 S 2B

And you were not (able) to recite a Book beforesT¢al-
Qur'an), nor are you (able) to transcribe it withuy right
hand: In that case, indeed, would the talkers oftses have
doubted.

D. Ummiyin Orientalists’ View

Influenced by Jews and Christians, most of oriésttalksaid
that it is impossible that Muhammad PBUH was ateithte man.
According to them, he must be able to read. On¢hefn was
Abraham Geiger who said that there must be stragigtion
between termummiy and ‘am-ha-ares’® Noldeke and Schawally
said that some verses related ummiy are in Madina period
(madaniy verse)According to Noldeke, the conceptwhmiyin al-
Qur'an is contradictive to scribers’ concept. Itans thatummiy
refers to a society without revelation. Schawadlgardecummiyas
derivation from ummabh (nation, society) and this meaning is
parallel with ancient Greecdaikhog from (laos) that means

society. It is also parallel with language of SskdAramaik

6 Al-Tabarsi,Majma’ al-Bayan VIII, P. 287

47 Al-Hurr, al-Amili, al-Fausul al-MuhimmahP. 155

8 Al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar XVI, P, 136

9 Norman Calder, The Ummi in Early Islamic Juristic Literaturé DI
67 (1990), P. 113
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‘almaya (saeculari. Schawally did not explain more about the
meaning oummiyas Hebrew languagam-ha-ares®

According to Hirshfield, Muhammad PBUH was abled¢ad
and write. In his view, Muhammad PBUH know Hebresttdr
when he visited to Syria. In addition, the fact whothat
Muhammad PBUH was able to write when he was in kedFor
him, it is impossible that Muhammad PBUH was ndeab read
and write when he was more than fifty years old.at#® said that
many names and words written in al-Quran showeat th
Muhammad PBUH was misreading in his own notes maitle
unskillful hand®

If Noldeke Schawally and Hirsfeld argue that Prdphe
Muhammad is noummiy.In other word he has ability in writing
and reading. It is purposed to deny the authentidiQur'an which
is not from Allah, but the product of Muhammad. Téi®, the
orientalist’s opinion is rejected. Because thigeithcy is to prove
that muhammad really did not know about the prewpdiooks,
Taurat and Injil. Also, Muhammad never had teachecause the
learning method of him is directly from Allah, nmtople.

In other side, there is another orientalist whaestathat
Muhammad is truly an illiterate. He is Conte Heudey Castri, an
orientalist that lived in 1853-1915 said that Mulmaad PUBH was
not able to read and write, as he said. He wadlitandte prophet

(ummiy, a title that no one can deny its truth. It ifficilt for

*0 Theodor Noldeke dan Friedrich Schwally, Geschicht4.
*!Ibid., P.149-150
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eastern to learn without anyone knows because hbeacter of
their lives is open, whereas literature and writaighat time was
nearly unknown and never appeared in their hearts.

From those explanations, it is clear that Muhamia&H
did not ever read the Holy book; his religion diot rever adopt
from earlier religions, as accused by stupid peapluhammad’s
history, a history that was full of pries and nolide him that is
unknown for whom never know hifi.Since Muhammad PBUH
and Arabs is illiterate peopleifimiy, the group otakfir said that
illiteration (ummiyyah is a character of Muslims. For them, the
meaning olummiyahhere is leaving all traditions and knowledge as
popularly understood these days. That group dods know
language style of al-Qur’an. They believed in amglsaid by their
leader who said that Allah has given him speciattyinterpret
Qur’anic verses even it words. One of their intetations is about
ummiyahof Muslims as explained above.

Al-Qur’an used termummiyunto distinguish between them
from scribers. In Qur’anic term, scribers are peophom the God
sent his revelation to without prophet delegateduime them and
they exactly understand this condition. SometimdiahAcalled
them asummiybut sometimes as foolish people. Tarmmiyunin
this context as well the condition that they do ootlerstand the
revelation were not indication of foolishness diirsss. People

that have been received some holy books are Jedv€hristians,

%2 Asy-Syeikh Khalil YasienMuhammad di Mata Cendikiawan Bayat

(Jakarta: Gema Insani Press,1989), P. 137
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whereas ‘people that don't understand’ in that@en® Arabs. This
condition of Arabs is because Allah did not serst iwly book to
them until he delegated Muhammad PBUH as the ptojdedore

it, they wereummiypeople that did not know teachingssamawi

religions sent down beforé.

In short, ummiyah according to Arabs, al-Quran and
Muhammad PBUH is not foolishness, because in tiséotyi of
humankind, reading and writing are found latelyughbefore it,
means to transfer and to gain knowledge are oueafling and
writing, because tools to transfer or gain knowkedgnot only by
both tools but also by listening or speaking. Sitte, Dr. Nazami
Luka in his book,Muhammad; ar-Rasul war-risalahsaid that
obtaining knowledge is not only by writing and remd Even
though Arabs at that time werenmiy, Muhammad PBUH used
some typists and motivated his companions to leaitmng.>*

In the bookJawami’'us Siirah Ibnu Hazm wrote that some of
Muhammad'’s typists are Mughirah bin Syu’bah and d#usin
Namir. Both of them are assigned to write and damninfinance
matters® Ibnu Abdil Barr explained in his boolgl-Isti'aab that
Muhammad PBUH commanded Abdullah bin Sa’id ibnuhAs
teach people in Medina reading and writing. Abdullzin Sa'’id

ibnul Ash was able to write and read wéll.

3 K. Salim BahnasawiButir-Butir Pemikiran Sayyid QutbMenuju
Pembaruan Gerakan IslanJakarta: Gema Insani Press, 2003), P. 137

>*Ibid., P. 138

*®|pid., P. 139

*®|bid., P. 143
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E. The History of Reading and Writing

As narrated in some history books, Muhammad’s cangpa
in Mecca were neglectful about reading and writidghen they
moved to Medina, Muhammad PBUH ordered them tonlear
reading and writing until there established annstaschool Dar
Makhrajah bin Naufdl Later, Muhammad PBUH decided the
importance of it and explained it to his companjonemen, and
polytheists as welP’

In some noble months, as predicted by Arabs, Muhagnm
PBUH usually went out with his family (Bani Hasying visit
traditional markets located near to Mecca. In thosmkets in
pilgrimage season, come people from anywhere; sufntiee most
popular markets are Ukazh, Majannah, and ZulmajBose
markets were not only full of commercial mattersf Blso some
poets, linguists, and orators coming from severak$ to show
their speech and join in a contest, then examimed tbility in
writing and making poeniln addition, Muhammad PBUH also
ever called emperors in Arab Peninsula and regamosind it to
believe in Islam by sending some letters to thaspezors. In every

letters he sent, there was his signature ‘MuhamtnadProphet®’

*" M. Said Ramadhan Al- ButhBalafi, Sebuah Fase sejarah, bukan

mazhab (Jakarta: Penerbit Gema Insani Press, 2005¢ P. 1

® H. Rusan, Lintasan Sejarah Islam Di zaman Rasulullah SAW

(Semarang: Penerbit Wicaksana, 1999) P. 27

% |t's exciting that in every letters sent by MuhaadrPBUH to those

emperors were always signature or sign of silvag rengraved with three



45

This story was narrated by Anas and corrected byhBu in his
book‘al-Jami’ as-Shahih lil Bukhari®
Some emperors whom Muhammad PBUH sent his letter is

Heraclius, King of Rome, which the letters brougghtDahyah bin
Chalifah al-Kalbf’. The letters of Kisra, King of Persia were
brought by ‘Abdullah bin Hafazah Assahmi, while tletter for
Najasyi, king of Habsyi was brought by ‘Amr bin Uiyeh
Addlamri. The letter for Mugaugqis of Egypt governgas brought

by Hathib bin Abi Balta’ah. The letter for Amir Omavas brought

by ‘Amr bin ‘Aash Assahmi. The letter for Amir Yamah was

words, “Muhammad the Prophet”. This is becaus@eatime, all letters would
not be read by recipient without any official sign stamped. As narrated,
Muhammad’s ring used to official stamp seal after passed away was
continually used by Abu Bakar r.a, Umar bin Khatah Utsman bin Affan r.a,
to sign the official letters. When Utsman r.a wab®ut to pass away, the ring
was lost because of falling in a spring called Aitscannot be found even
though many people had sought it for three dayspliatic tradition narrating
about the condition of Muhammad’s ring made frotmesiand engraved with
three words, “Muhammad the Prophet” was correctgdBbkhari, Muslim,
Abu Dawud, Tirmidzi, Nasa'i, Ibnu Majah, ad-Darindian Ahmad, and all are
narrated by Anas r.a. LooKelengkapan Tarikh Nabi Muhammad Sailid 2,
KH. Moenawar Chalil, Jakarta, Gema Insani Pre@812P. 393

® Shahih al-Bukhari, al-Libas, 52, 55: Ibnu Sa’ath-&habagat,1/2:
164; see al-Watsaiqus Siyasiyah

®1 Here, enclosed the content of letter sent by Muhath PBUH to

King Heraclus. «st &1 o5 B 336 psl olae s ) oyt o e 022 5 oo 350l 2y
BTG} 57 ey A S 3P e 06 it Balal sl led dnf Sy wiey 3830 56 A
56 ol 053 e G Uai ety Jnd Vg 3 o 30 9 V) i Y OF i W o 58 ) i L0

Look Imam BukhariTerjemah Hadits Shahih BukhatKuala Lumpur:

Kilang Book Centre, 2009), P. 11. Atau baca sundstinya di dalam kitab
Shahih al-Bukhari, Juz | P. 8 no. 7



46

brought by Salith bin ‘Amr. The letter for Amir Beden was
brought by ‘Ala al-Hadlrami. The letter for Harg$Ghasani Amir
Ghassan, the leader of an area in the border ah3gad (Syiria)
was brought by Syuja’ bin Wahb al-Asai.

The etymological meaning of teroommiy and explanation
from al-Qur’an is illiteration; ‘a condition whenraan cannot read
and write’. However, the fact shows that in Aralsisty found
many literatures written clearly, such @sKitabat al-‘Ammabhthat
was usually used by Arabs to write some narratadrie, notes of
their practical and scientific activities such ascument of
agreement, notes of commercial activities, incisiogsignet, letters,
and pamphlets.

In Arabs society, both in Jahiliyah era and theyeair Islam,
there were certain people that learnt writing ametessfully taught
them how to write. Some of them were Umar Ibn ZakaGhailan
Ibn Salmah, Ibn Mu'tab, Yusuf lbn Hakam al-Tsaqady-Hallaj
lbn Yusuf al-Tsagaff dan Ubadah Ibn Shanfit. Moreover,
besides having ability to write Arabic letters, ythavere also
masters in some other languages. For instance |bidizaid al-
‘Ibady ever learnt Arabic and Persian languagethsd he was

popular as the most fluent people and the mastezaafing Arabic

62 M. Nur Kholis Setiawan dan Djaka Soetaphleniti Kalam

Kerukunan; Beberapa Istilah Kunci dalam Islam daristen (Jakarta: PT
BPK Gunung Mulia, 2010), P. 241

%3 Abu Abdullah al-ZanjaniTarikh al-Quran P. 42
% Al-Qurthuby,Al-Tidzkar, P. 105
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and Persian languadeWaraqgah bin Naufal was also capable in
writing in Hebrew?® As the suggestion from the Prophet, Zaid
binTsabit also learnt to write in Suryaniyah for d&ys®’ besides,
he was also famous as the Prophet’s translatomthstordered to
translate a kind of Persian news, Qibthy and Halisyi

Some of the Prophet’s typists were Khulafa'ur Rdisyi
Thalhah bin Ubaidillah, Zubair bin Awwam, Amir bifuhairah,
Abdullah bin Argam, Ubay bin Ka'ab, Tsabit bin Qain
Syammas, Khalid bin Said, Handhalah bin Ar-RabgidZbin
Tsabit, Muawiyah, Surahbil bin Hasanah, Al-Ala' bitadhrami,
Khalid bin Al-Walid, Al-Mughirah bin Syu'bah, Abdah bin
Rawahah, Hudzaifah bin Al-Yaman. The most basic spekcial
one of others is Muawiyah dan Zaid bin Ts4bit.

There were also some women in early Islamic deveéon
who were also able to read and write. They weres&fafbinti
Umar, wife of the Prophet, Ummi Kaltsum binti Ugbakiisyah
binti Sa’ad, Karimah binti al-Migdad. Some of therho were only
able to read were Aisyah binti Abu Bakr dan UmmuaBeah’®
Whereas Khafsah, wife of the Prophet had importentes about

the Prophet’s life when none of others had it. Ehastes were

% Abu al-Farj al-IshfahanyAl-Aghany II, P. 101

®®pid., IIl, P. 120

®"lbn Abi Dawud,Al-Mashahif P. 3

% Al-Mas’udy, Al-Tanbih Wa al-IsyrafP. 283

% Syaikh Sayyid Muhammad Al-MalikiSejarah Penting Peristiwa
Hidup Nabi Saw Dari A Sampai Z¥ogyakarta: Citra Risalah, 2008), P. 54

0 Wan Zailan Kamaruddin Wan AliSiapa itu Nabi-Nahi (Kuala
Lumpur: PTS Millennia, 2007), P. 457
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later borrowed by Abu Bakar to copy in omeishaf.She was one
of the Prophet’'s wives who can read and write w8hle learnt
writing from Syafa’ Ummu Sulaiman as ordered by Fiephet’*
Those facts indicate that the culture of reading)\ariting in
Arabs society had appeared and spread in a laaye et it did not
reach to a scale that can erase their popularityna®iy society.
Characteristics and predicatewhmiyis so dominant among them
that Islam struggle to completely remove that patdi from their
culture’® Interpretation ofummiy as being not able to read and
write is significant for Muslims. This interpretati symbolized as
important as birth mark of a virgin in Christiarradition, which
emphasized more in purity of man or woman that egrthe God'’s
message to humankind. The revelation can be ceallfiy solely

input from humar{?

" Nizar Abazhah,Bilik-bilik Cinta Muhammad, Kisah Sehari-hari
Rumah Tangga NapfJakarta: Penerbit Zaman, 2009), P. 353

2 Al-Farmawy,Rasm al-MushhaP. 27

3 Karen AmstrongMuhammad Sang Nabi, Sebuah Biografi Kritis
(Surabaya: Risalah Gusti, 2011), P. 106



