CHAPTER|
INTRODUCTION

A. Background

Discourse about woman or anything related to thenads life is always
interesting. The woman is God’s creature with maegrets. The process of woman’s
life is not static, but dynamic and always proceedh a change in the nature, behavior,
desire or something produced. So, it is not sugpfithe discourse about woman gets a
dominant portion in society and religion.

All this time, there is stigma negative againsivaomen. If there are errors, the
community blame women as a fault one. This isttelte unfair to women. In any case,
it is the one who is responsible for mistakes. Nist blame other people who have
nothing to do with the mistake. Moreover, if alwdtame of everything to the woman.
Which in her lifes full of discrimination.

One of the virtues of Islam is this religion put®men on a good position,
reinforces human values in them. Women are recegnas the same rights as men in
carrying out various duties and religious respahsds. Men and women come from
the same creation; generally have the same patantishumanity characteristics. Thus,
the duty and responsibility term and the right lidain a heaven in return for good deeds
that have been done throughout the life in the dvbr\lla>h has created men and
women and has given special characteristics tovithgil specific characteristics to
distinguish it. Therefore, every male and femalk mvaintain and retain particular traits
and distinguish aspects, so that each one hascaeupiersonality and perform their
respective dutieSIn this case woman'’s job is to take care of hesbland and children

in the household.

! Robi'atul ‘Adawiyyah, “Profil Wanita Shalihah: Atisis Kepribadian Fatimah az-Zahra Binti
Rasulullah SAW dan Peran Edukatifnya Dalam Kelugfgbuah Kajian Sejarah)Thesis Semarang:
Tarbiyah, 2010, p. 1

2 Yusuf Qardlawi,Markaz al Mar'ah fi al Hayat al Islamiyyah (Jangavienyesal Menjadi
Wanita), Terj. Asy'ari Khatib, Yogyakarta: DIVA Press, 2008 edition, p.14.



Islam has set the certainty on the identity ofwloenan and the rights to actively

participate in social life. Allah SWT says:
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“if any do deeds of righteousness be they malesorafe - and have faith, they

will enter heaven, and not the least injustice Wwéldone to theri?

In the social life, there are certain figures oftefluenced personalities. There
are manyphenomenons occur within Muslim communities, esgcifor young people.
They have idol figures who are far from religiousral values, good behavior and
personality. Because their idols are movie stangjess, athletes, or other figures, and
the figures often show only a fictitious kindnéssp that things do not motivate
someone to imitate him, but the idol just as aerainment.

Nowadaysmnany Muslim women who do not behave in good etiguahd social
norms. It is written on the history of Islam in tpast and understand the Qufan
verses, that there are some figures of femalemaléels who can learn and do it in our

daily behavior. When a lot of males figure modetha Qur’an, then actually exemplary

% Surah an-Nisa>’ (4): 124, this verses mentioned iih conjunction with God between women
and men are the same and that distinguishesheisharity of worship. See, Abdullah Yusuf Ali s#ict
nagir is the groove in a date-stone, a thing of no valhatever. See, Abdullah Yusuf Alihe Holly
Quran Translation and Commentafyjew Delhi: Goodword Books, p. 219

* In fact that is the displays of some idols aret jas invention without an evidence or
differentiation in the real situation.

® Abdullah Haidir, Kisah Wanita-Wanita Teladaned. Ummu Rumaisha, Riyadh: Kantor
Dakwah dan Bimbingan Bagi Pendatang, 2005, edisi 4,

® Manna al-Qattan said that the Qur'an is word ofl @t was revealed to Prophet Muhammad
through Gabriel. The Qur’an is the miracle of Pepiuhammad, and it is the proof of his prophetchoo
The aim of revealed of the Qur'an is guidance fankind and the revelation of the Qur'an was a great
event that also claimed her position for the ocotgpaf earth and heaven. Siti Amanah said thatapur’
is the revelation which was revealed to the Prophattammad as the last scripture to be a guide and a
way of life to achieve happiness in this world andhe hereafter. Qur'an is the eternal miraclehef
Prophet Muhammad until the end of the next dayoNe who able to imitate the structure of the Qur'an
See, Manna al-QattaMababhith fi Ulum Qur’an 1978Studi limu-limu Qur’an)third edition, p.144, also
Siti Amanah,Pengantar limu Al-Qur'an dan TafsiMuhammad Ismail IbrahinSisi Mulia al-Qur'an
Agama dan limuJakarta: CV. Rajawali, 1986, p.3



female figure had been widely mentioned in the @uf’Muslim women at that time

had a firmness of faith, struggle and sacrifice segponsibility in defending the faith,
as well as their devotion to God, it is not differérom the male figure model. But they
are in different portion.

The importance of women'’s role is determining anelting the next Islamic
generations. It because if the women are good, taeycreate the generations with
good moral. Conversely, if women have deviated ftbennorm and religion then it will
concern the destruction and extinctfoBo, the discussion about women must be current
in the search for women true identity. The actwion about women is related to the
Qur’an, because the Qur'an had mentioned somessgitie some story about women.

Some storieabout women mentioned in the Qur’an directly orirectly word.
Women in the Qur'an have two kinds of charactemdyand bad character. Women
who have good character often referred talasar’atus al-s}o>lin}ah. Women who
have bad character usually mentionaésnar’atus al-sayyi’ah For example the verse

that said about good character of women figurééQur’an like the verse:
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“And Allah sets forth, as an example to those waliele the wife of Pharadh

behold she said: "O My Lord! Build for me, in neass to thee, a mansion in the

" Many figures are mentioned in the Qur'an versest dhly male figure that explained but also
there are many Qur’an verses that mentioned whoweamake it as human figure in our live. Read
Mahmud Mahdi al-Istambuli and Mustafa Abu Nasr Ayaibi, Wanita-Wanita Sholihah Dalam Cahaya
Kenabian Terj. Muh. Azhar, LS, Yogyakarta: Mitra Pustak@p?2, p. xii

8 lbid, p. xiv

° The traditionally she is known as Asiya, one af fbur perfect women, the other three being
Mary the mother of Jesus. Khadija the wife of tiidytprophet and Fatima his daughter. Pharaoh is the
type of arrogance, godlessness and wickednessisarife to have preserved her faith, her humitihd
her righteousness was indeed a great spirituahpiu She was probably the same who saved theflife o
the infant Moses. See, Abdullah Yusuf Adp.cit, p. 1573



garden, and save me from Pharaoh and his doingd, save me from those that do
wrong.”*°

Some women who have good character mentioned iQtim&an are: Eve is the
first woman who created by Allah to accompany Ad&ring able to carry out the
mandate provide tranquility for the husband througarriage. Sarah is a beautiful
woman who first believes in the mission of Propleeahim. Firmness of her faith in
God and obedience to her husband tested when dezliced by a wealthy king for
adultery, but she clung to her faith and devotmhér husband.

Then Hagar is a beautiful woman who known for lventiess of faith, and piety
to God. So that was memorialized by God in oneyafi® hajj, namelysa'’i or jogged
between S}ofa and Marwa hills. Assiya is the wifdePbaraoh. She has good personality
of kings and rulers were very cruel. Her faith @letermination, made her appointed by
God to protect the little Moses from the commarasurder male babies born at that
time. Her faith in Alla>h altogether unaffected eavthough she lives in a polytheistic
environment to God. Mosses’s mother is a mother&gvho willingly sacrifices for the
safety of her children, very patient in bringing ber children, even though she had
given her son to be adopted by Asiyah. Queen Balegsalthy rulers who can conquer
their pride of the truth that comes from God thiodige preaching of Prophet Solomon.
She does not hesitate to abandon disbelief andwiathe preaching Prophet Solomon,
to worship Allah and live according to syari’a édished by God. Mary, is one example
al-s}o>lih}fah woman born of a pious family, courage and pietyGtmd in the life to
make herself an example of God to women in gendiaia is a wife of the Prophet
Muhammad that with patience and determination totlpeir trust in God in the face of
slander and exams that had hit home that is sgngdlde hypocrites of the time. Some

of Prophet Muhammad’s wife also include in good veom

19°Q.s at-Tah}rim (66): 11



Some women who have bad character mentioned iQtin@an are: Lut}'s wife,
Noah's wife, Abu Lahab’s wife, and Zulaih}a. Likéd verses of Qur'an Surah at-
Tah}ri>m (66): 10 which read:
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“Allah sets forth, for an example to the unbeliesyeghe wife of Noah and the
wife of Lut}* they were (respectively) under two of Our rightesarvants, but they
were false to their (husbands), and they profitedhimg before Allah on their
account, but were told: "Enter ye the Fire alonghafothers) that entert?

Muslim women in general need a women role model ivbcame a symbol of
the noble lady, who had been told in the Qur'ansi@e that, women must be avoid
from bad attitude and make the bad women figurdbenQur’'an as a sample to teach
and remind them. The women figure in the Quraraasnspiration and motivation to
women today to be a good woman like the Qur'anegtalk about several women
figures.

With time changing, many women have many kinds afsien, such as
deterioration in personality, character adgpdah One of reason is the crisis exemplary
female figures as the example to women today ifr tti@ily activities. Nowadays,
Muslim women are not only more far from role modebmen can do a positive action,
but also they must be far from bad character motleérefore, the research about
classification of good and bad women in the Quréatording the typology of the

characteristic is important by some reasdiisst, women figure in the Quran as a role

' The wife of Lut} has already been mentioned mdrantonce. The world around her was
wicked and she sympathized with and followed thiaked world, rather than her righteous husband. She
suffered the fate of her wicked worldhid. p. 1573

12Q.S at-Tah}rim (66): 10



model and symbol of women in Islamic histo§econd a review of good and bad
women stories in the Qur'an contain moral value sdon to the readéerhird, is the
moral significance of the story of women in the @urto the context of today.

Women who has good attitude @rmar’atus al-s}o>lin}ahwho mentioned in
the Qur'an are figures that can be used as a sairoespiration and role model for
women living today, so we, especially women, c&e t@ssons from the content of the
verses of the Qur'an and can be Muslim women wleoddredient to Allah and His
Messenger. Beside that, women who has bad attdudemar’atus al-sayyi'ahin the
Quran are figures that can not be follow or inetah our life. So, this study will
explain some of women figures in al-Quran who hgeed and bad character.

B. Research Questions
Based on the background above, the problems areufated as follows:
a) Who are the women figures included in good andvwachen according
to the Qur'an?
b) What are characteristics of good and bad womendggaccording to the

Qur'an?

C. The Aim of Research
The aim of the research is to answer research gmabincluded in the question
above. They are:
a) To know the women figures according to the Qur’an
b) To know the characteristics of good and bad wonrgards according to

the Quran

D. The Significant of Research
The significances of this research are:
a) To enrich the treasure of Islamic thought in theenpretation of the

Qur'an



b)

c)

To give a contribution to science in the study leé Qur'an in general
and the study of the interpretation of the Qur’'grubing thematic study

To give motivation to the Muslim women of todayarder to imitate the
good character, personality and behavior of sommevoand avoid the

bad character mentioned in the Qur'an

E. Prior Research

The writer realize that the writer is not first pen who discuss about women in

the Qur'an. Among those writers are:

1)

2)

3)

“Wanita dalam al-Qur'an dan al-Kitab (studi Kompaig”’ written by
Nur Indarti Khotimah, this thesis just discusseswbdefinition about
woman and compare between Qur'an and Bible. Thesishconclude
that among the Qur'an and Bible has similarity aissimilarity. The
similarity between Qur'an and Bible are both afrthagree that Eve is
an Adam’s partner in heaven before sent down tothedWhile, the
Quran and Bible has many dissimilarity are: in fQear'an although
woman does a fault, but this is excusing, womenmaidcome from men
(Adam), woman has good position and woman haseotile play in the
society. But in Bible: woman as seducer of man, aomnomes from
flank of man (Adam), women same as man.

“Konsep Aurat Wanita Dalam Al-Quran (Studi Komp#faMenurut
Hamka, al-Qurtubi dan Syahrur)ivritten by Sya’adatul Udhiyah. This
thesis discusses about genitals concept of womerQuman and
everything that relate with this topic and complaeéveen the tought of
Hamka, Qurtubi and Syahrur, so this thesis doesdisaiuss about the
characteristic of good and bad women in the Qur’an.

A thesis by Kusna Arifah under titf&Vvanita Karir Dalam Perspektif Al-
Quran (Pendekatan Tafsir Tematik)the research focuses on woman

career in Qur'an perspective. This thesis explénas Islam women be



4)

5)

6)

able to have career, as long as she can managareer out side and her
responsibility in her household.

Thesis about “The concept of ideal wife accordiegas Wulang Putri
written by Pakubuwono IV (an Islamic Perspectivd)y Lia Alief
Muflihah. This research discuss about criteriadefal woman in Qur’an,
does not discuss about characteristic good andvbaten in the Qur’an,
so the object of research is different.

The book entitled’Qur'an Menurut Perempuan”’by Amina Wadud
Muhsin. This book discusses about women figures mbationed in the
Quran. She divides the women become three levels two major
categories. The list is according to sequence @if #ra. There ardirst
categoryas the first level includes the women who mentibbat just
little explanation about them. At the Mecca peyitieey just mentioned
in some of stories about certain prophet. Besitlag ait Medina period
usually they become theoretic mod8kecond categorgs second level,
include women who did certain action or said soingthBut, the
significant of their action or statement limited d¢ertain event in their
lives and prophet’s life. In this level, women didshow the significant
of religious clearly.Second categorgs third level is special women,
because relate to people who have participatiggerspective of Qur'an.
Like: Eve, Hannah, Anna or Annimraah Imran Assia, Pharaoh’s wife,
Moses’s mother, Queen Balgis.

The book entitle“Perempuan Dalam Al-Quran (Studi Tafsir al-
Manar)” written by Mundhir, M. Ag. This book discusses abdhe
basic mission of the Quran to women, because Qureduced in
patriarchy era. At that time, especially in Meccaeve Arabic tradition
disparage the women position. So, this book expkdout women
position in the Quran according tdafsir al-Manar According the

writer of that book claimed thatafsir al-Manaris one of intrepretation



book that explain the Qur’an verse clearly, esplgoighen talking about
relation between women and men.
7) The book entittle'Al-Qur'an Bercerita Soal Wanita”written by Jabir
Asysyaal explains about the women stories in theaQuthat covered
about some of women characters, but that book duesdiscuss
comprehensively yet the case about typology goadoaa women in the
Qur’an, also the method that use in the book diffexvith this research,
because this research use thematic method andbabét didn’t use it.
This research also make limitation about case s#aech, it is about the
characteristic of good and bad women in the Qur’an.
As far as the writer know, there is no study hasymehensively that talking
about the characteristic of good and bad womenhé Qur'an. Despite there is a
research that discuss about the women charactathibwesearch and the other research
has different on focus study. So, this is as aveadf the writer to research about this
case. This research wants to discuss about gootdaahevomen models in the Qur’an.
So women today can take lessons from previousestdinat have been mentioned in the
word of God and make the Qur'an as a guide in tmadn life, as the purpose of the
revelation of the Quran is to guide all of humanatitain happiness in this world and

the hereafter.

F. Methodology
1. Research Type
The research under title “The Characteristic of &éand Bad Women in the
Quran (Thematic Study)” is a qualitative researtife writing process is the library
research by collecting data, writing, classifyinmgdaanalyzing. That is adopted from
written sources® The object points of research are reading booKsligerature related

13 Noeng MuhajirMetodologi Penelitian KualitatifRaka Sarfasin, Yogyakarta, 1989, p. 43
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to the issue above. This research is descriptiterpretative. With this method the
writer tries to uncover and understand the meacimgained in the Qur'atf.
2. Methods of Collecting Data
As research in general, this research also refetexts from several sources.
The data referenced as a source in this studyastative data which qualitative data
are divided into two primary data and secondarg.dat
a) Primary Data Source
The primary data source is the information obtaideéectly from the
subject of research as a source of informationceedte’® The primary sources
for this study are verses of the Qur'an which discabout the characteristic of
good women and bad women in the Quran are: al-Bdqé&2): 35, T}a>ha>
(20): 115-123, Hu>d (11): 71,81, Yu>suf (12): 2@-24, lbra>hi>m (14): 37,
al-Hijr (15): 29,30, 60, A>li Imra>n (3): 35 and 342-42, an-Nu>r (24): 11, al-
Qas}as} (28): 7-9, 23-25, al-Muja>dalah (58): 1&;Tah}ri>m (66): 3-5, 10,
11, 12, al-Ah}zab (33): 37-38, 52 and 59, an-Nag™)( 20-25, 41-44, 57, surah
al-Lahab (111): 4 and 5.
b) Secondary Data Source
Secondary data is obtained from the supporting gateices related to
and support the primary ddfaThe other informative materials in the form of
books, articles, dictionary, encyclopedia and exiees like that deserve to be
related to the theme and purpose of this resedheh,complement of the
primary sources.
All of Quran Translation in this thesis is refer The Holy Quran by
Abdullah Yusuf Ali, New Delhi: Goodword Books. Toake this research full

14 Lexy J. MoloengMetode Penelitian KualitatifPT Remaja Rosdakarya, Bandung, 2009, p.
151

!5 Rianto Adi, Metodologi penelitian Sosial dan Hukudekarta: Granit, 2004, first edition,, p.
57

18 Moh. Nazir,Metode PenelitianJakarta: Graha Indonesia, 1998, p. 235
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of information, so all the interpretations are reti@ al-Maraghy, al-Qusyairi,
Fakhruddin ar-Razi, Tantowi al-Jauhari and al-Qhirt(l
3. Research Approaches
This research uses the method of literature dismussn a way to research the
history of the down of the Qur’an to find out theuses of the down of the Qur’an and
since the object of this research form the verdethe Qur'an is separate in several
verses and surah that focus on a theme, this msegproachs taeafsir maud}iu’i
methods (thematicf This study uses a thematic approach accordingutaigh Shihab
by the following steps®
1) Choosing the problem or theme will be discusded.
2) Arranging the verse according to the time revetatio
3) Knowing and understanding the vocabulary of vetsgsefered to the
Quran it self (don’t have to).
4) Explainingasbab an-nuzubf verses.

4. Method of Analyzing Data

After the data is collected and arranged systeméticthe next step is to
analyze. In this case the writer uses a conterysisaby thematic study (interpretation
maud}u’) methodology. It means collecting some verseshef@ur’'an that has same

content and talking about the problem and arrangsizab al-nuzubnd understanding

7 According researcher, the five of interpreterggmesent of several types of interpretations.

8 Maud}u'i is the method of interpretation by way of collegtithe verses of the Qur'an that
discuss specific problems of the various suralnénQur’an and sorted by time decrease, while waggchi
for falling andmunasababetween verses (as long as that does not affelgrstanding is highlighted),
and then analyzed by the aid of science relevatitegssues discussed later gave birth to the osiwgis
of the issues discussed as an integral concepeiQur’an. See, Al-Farmawg]-Bidayat fi al-Tafsir al-
Maudu’i, Maktabat Jumhuriyat, Mesir, 1977. p, 52. Also:ske Quraish ShihabTafsir Al-Qur'an
dengan metode Mawdhu'iy dalam beberapa aspek ilndiakarta: Perguruan Tinggi Al-Qur’an, 1986. p,
36.

¥ M. Quraish Shihab, Membumikan al-Quran Fungsi dan Peran Wahyu dalaehifupan
Masyarakat Bandung: Mizan, 2007, p. 176-179

2t is better if the issues that discussed suitalille the common issues in the community. look,
ibid, p. 177

2|t is an effort to determine the development af €ur'an instructions relating to the subject
matter that disscussed, especially if there angiopiabout nasikh and mansukh. Sbl.
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the vocabulary of versé8.The writer gives some elaboration and the lastlesion
and explains if® There are two kinds of interpretationsud}u’i, namely:maud}u’i
ayah andmaud}u’i surah®® While the researcher useaud}u’i ayah In this research,

the writer uses thematic study method of Quraish&h

G. Writing Systematic

This research was arranged by using the systeasfalows:

The first chapter is an introduction which leadshe subsequent chapters. This
chapter provides background, research questiond, the aim of the research,
significance of the research, prior research, ndglogy, writing systematic.

The second chapter discusses the theoretical basie themes discussed. In
order to obtain a general view about women, in $erof the definition of the
characterstic of women, good and bad women in Islah Glance, the existence of
women pre Islam and the thought of several opinabut the characteristic of women.

The third chapter discusses about general viewootlgand bad women in the
Quran, term women in the Qur’an, verses intergi@tawith thematic studyasbab an-
nuzulof verses, the interpretation of some mufassirs.

The fourth chapter is an analysis of the data bt been presented in the
previous chapters. That will discuss about the uview on good and bad women, the
characteric of women according to the Qur’an.

The fifth chapter consists of a conclusion thatwars the question in the
research problems and concludes with suggestionsd ge last, contains a

bibliography.

?2 See,jbid.

ZAbdul al-Hay al-Farmawigp.cit, p. 36

2 Maud}u'i is the new method from a new scholar tpd@here are two kind of Maud}u’i
verses and surah, verses mean that collectingsrefg@ur’an which has same topic to discuss a prabl
and then arrange them based on chronology of riswmeland further the interpreter giving explanation
and take simple conclusiothid.



