CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Research

The use of diary writing in teaching writing recoutext is still
infrequent. It is because of the fact that manghess consider that teaching
recount text is enough only through the use oftiesk. Beside that, teacher
usually uses same techniques in teaching writingllogenres, whereas each
genre has different structure and characterisgchmiques that are relatively
same in teaching writing can be difficult for statke to achieve learning
target, especially in writing genre. It also makes students feel bored.

It often can be seen that many teachers use the sachnique in
teaching recount and narrative text because thegider both genres almost
have the same characteristics, whereas they dezedif in generic structure.
If the teacher does not apply a suitable technigueeach those genres, the
students will be confused to distinguish the genféen, it can be difficult for
them to practice writing well.

Diary is considered as one of suitable media tlaat loe applied in
teaching recount text because it has the sameatbastics as recount text.
Writing recount text and writing diary are similiar their generic structures,
retelling past events, and using past tense inmgakistory.

Teaching English in Indonesia concerns with commainie based
acquisition. It contains four basic skills that asially taught in an integrated
way. The basic skills are listening, speaking, mgdand writing. Writing is
the skill that involves communicating a messagenlking sign on a page.

In Islam, writing also considered as one of impuatrtakills. Angel
Gabriel conveyed a revelation from Allah SWT to ptret Muhammad SAW
related to writing skill. It was stated in the h@ur’an sura al-‘Alaqg verse 4-
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“Who taught by the pen. Taught man what he didknow”.!

The word“Qalam” in verse 4 of sura al-‘Alag has meaning of thd too
to write (pen). It means that pen is used to wate] the result of using pen is
written text?

Based on those verses, Allah SWT explained thatadght human
being by per{galam).Discovery of pen and writing are the greatessdifdtm
God. By writing, one generation can transfer tHeiowledge to the next
generations. It shows that the tool of writing amiting itself have important
roles’

In the curriculum of Junior High School, teachingldearning English
usegenre The term“genre” is used to refer to particular text-types, not to
traditional varieties of literature. It is type kind of text, defined in terms of
its social purposes; also the level of context idgaWith social purpose.
Diary is one of mediums that can be used to hedpsthdents more interested
and enjoy in learning writing. By writing diary, @ can write and express
their feeling, idea, and experience into writtemfavithout any pressure.

Diary writing is recommended as a medium in teaghwariting
recount text because it is assumed that studetitdbevieasier to understand
how to write a recount text. Writing diary beconaegart of people’s life. It is
usually done everyday that makes students mordifainm writing a story.
Students usually write down on a paper when thgyeeenced an unusual
event, such as a funny, happy, or sad story.

According to Keith Johnson and Helen Johnson thatewcited on
Anny Martya’s thesis, “language learning is a quesbf habit formation. It

believes that habits are formed by practice whiclwhy the repetitive element
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of drilling is important. By practicing small elems at a time, error would be
reduced™

Writing diary which is usually done everyday becsne habit for
students. By writing diary, they will become mohaeht in writing something
and reduce in making some errors in writing.

Diary is actually an individual work that is givém students to make
them motivated to practice writing continually basmn their daily activities.
The frequency of practice reporting in writing sdieg in their daily life will
improve their ability in writing skill.

The object of the research is the eighth gradeesiigdof SMP. They
are still in what is called as puberty period. hmstperiod, they have a
tendency to be critical and emotional. Sometimigjets need to share their
feelings with themselves personally through writidigry. Moreover, what
they will tell in diary has the same form with reod text. So they can
understand recount text by practicing writing diary

Based on the statements above, the researcher wanise diary
writing to teach student in writing recount texttwthe &' grade students of
SMP Nurul Islami Wonolopo Mijen Semarang in the deraic year of
2009/2010.

B. Reasonsfor Choosing the Topic
The researcher chooses the topic because of tbeviof reasons:
1. Writing skill is considered as a difficult skill ilearning English for the
students of SMP
2. Recount text is chosen as topic because the résgaix interested to
know how the student’s mastery of write its text
3. Learning writing recount text through the use oargi writing may

improve the student’s skill in writing its text.

*Anny Martya Hapsari, “Diary Writing as a Medium bmprove Writing Recount Text
Ability: (An Experimental Research of the Tenth Ye&lass of SMA 1 Sragen in the academic
Year of 2007/2008); Thesis of UNNES, (Semarang: Library of UNNES, 2Q08) 3-4,
unpublished.



C. Research Question
The research question of the research is to whanhethe teaching of
writing recount text is effective with the use oy writing in the & grade
students of SMP Nurul Islami Wonolopo Mijen Semaran the Academic
Year of 2009/2010.

D. Objectives of the Research
The objective of the research is to find out théeekto which the
teaching of writing recount text is effective withe use of diary writing in the
8" grade students of SMP Nurul Islami Wonolopo Mijgamarang in the
Academic Year of 2009/2010.

E. Pedagogical Significance
The result of the research hopefully will give admition to English
teaching and learning, they are:
1. Theoritically
The research will enrich teacher’'s conception oflish teaching
and learning technique.
2. Practically
a. For the teacher
It may show the teacher that using diary writing t& an alternative
method in teaching writing.
b. For the students
By practicing diary writing, students are able taximize their ability

In writing recount text.

F. Clarification of Keyterms
To avoid misunderstanding, the researcher makegelkey with

specific meaning. They are can be defined in tHeviing:



1. Writing
It is one of the four language skills. It has belaracterized as written
language. It means that writing is a way to prodiacguage that comes
from our thought. It can be written on a paper, patar or other
electronic media.

2. Diary writing
Diary is manuscript or typescript kept on a mordesss regular basis by
individual recording daily events, thoughts andnagm, the weather or
almost anything else. In this research, diary ngitis a process of writing
student’s daily activities and experiences in aydi®uring the treatment
of the research, the students will be asked toevthieir daily experiences
in English through diary. It will be conducted amd as a month as
homework.

3. Recount text
When someone writing recount text, means he/shellsetis/her
experience and what has happened in lives in \writiem. It is a kind of
genre which has social function to retell past ¢évdar the purpose of
informing or entertainin§.For example is story about holiday.

®Rudi Hartong op.cit.,p. 6



