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CHAPTER Il
METHODS OF INVESTIGATION

There are five points to be discussed in this arafihey are research setting
and subject, methods of research, technique of daitaction, technique of data
analysis and research procedure.

A. Resear ch Setting and Subject

This research is conducted at the second gradedergs of MTs. Al
Hidayah Getassrabi in the academic year of 2009/2@G1lis located in Srabi
Kidul Getassrabi Gebog Kudus 59354.

The researcher takes ‘A’ class as a researchedubf8 students as
participants; it consists of 27 female and 21 milest participants are 13 — 14
years old.

This school is chosen to conduct the researatedine students usually
fell bored and less motivated when they get Englighject, especially in writing.
Therefore, it needs to create a way to increasestiisents’ motivation by using
medium. In this research, the medium that usedais wagazine. Wall magazine
is useful for students of this school to improveithnterest in writing since there

isn’t English wall magazine at there.

B. Methods of Research
1. Design of Research
The design of research used by the researcheragsrobm action
research. Sukmadinata stated that it is a procegs/¢ a trust to develop the
strength of reflective thinking, discussion, demisimaking, and to solve the
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problem that faced in the researchccording to Harmer, action research is the
name given to a series of procedures teachers rugage in, either because
they wish to improve aspects of their teachindyerause they wish to evaluate
the success and or appropriacy of certain activitied procedurésArikunto
state that action research is one of the type tigag®on that has characteristic
reflective participative, collaborative, and spitiat have purpose to repair and
to increase the system, method, process, substom@etence, and situation.
Kemmis and Mc. Taggart in Nunans’ book explain taetion research is a
group of activity and a piece of descriptive reshararried out by the teacher
in his or her own classroom, without the involvemeiothers, which is aimed
at interesting our understanding rather than clenghe phenomenon under
the investigation that would not be considered liiysé commentators to be
‘action research’, the essential impetus for cagyout action research is to
change the systefn.

From all the definition above, the researcher aahetl that classroom
action research is a classroom action in a reseavhith can be done by
teacher, researcher, and teacher with his or Hexague, etc with involves a
group of students to improve teaching and learpirggess or to enhance the
understanding of the students to the lesson. Bsisarch uses data observation
toward learning descriptive text using wall magazithis data is analyzed
through some cycles in action.

2. Characteristics of a Classroom Action Rede
Kemmis and Mc. Taggart in Nunan’'s book said tharehare three

defining characteristic of action research, they ar

!Nana Saodih Sukmadinatsgtode Penelitian Pendidikan, (Bandung: Remaja Rosda Karya,
2005), p.142.

2Jeremy Harmemp.cit., p. 344.

Suharsimi Arikunto, et. AlPenelitian Tindakan Kelas, (Jakarta: PT Bumi Aksara, 2008), p.
104.

“*David Nunan,Research Method in Language Learning, (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1993), p.18.
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a. It is carried out by practitioners (for our purpsselassroom teachers)
rather than outside researchers,
b. Itis collaborative, and
c. Itis aimed at changing things.
3. Aim of an Action Research

According to Harmer there are many possible reagmmsonducting a
classroom action research as follow: we want toAkn@ore about our learners
and what they find motivating and challenging. Wantto learn more about
ourselves as teachers how effective we are, howoeleto our students, how
we would look to ourselves if we were observing own teaching. We want
to gauge the interest generated by certain topicgjdge the effectiveness of
certain activity types. We want to see if an atyiwould work better done in
groups rather than pairs, or investigate whethadirg is more effective with
or without pre-teaching vocabulatyin other words, it can be said that by
doing an action research, teachers develop thiis 8k giving the material to
the students. They have desires to solve the prothiat they have found in the
class. They have intrinsic motivation to do thise&rch because they aware of
their advantages, their class situation need alspieatments and a direct
action. Therefore, this situation creates a goodrenment among teachers to
do the best thing for the students.

Action research is regularly done to improve aneay process. With
this research, the teacher will know his or her kmeas in teaching their
students. They will know the effective methodsdaahing students.

4. Procedure of Classroom Action Research

There are four components in one cycle for condgctlassroom

action research. It consists of planning, actifgseoving and reflecting. The

four phases of the classroom action cycle are ageduntegrated like spiral.

°lbid, p.17.
®Jeremy Harmemp.cit, p. 345.
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Each phase is concluded based on the previousmzhtha next. It means that
the activities in the classroom action researchevirsed on planning, acting,
and observing, then, the researcher could makdlectien to determine the
next cycle. In this study, the researcher use maljazine to improve students’
motivation in learning writing descriptive text.

The classroom action research consists of fourgzhas follows:

a. The first step is planning. In this step, the reslear will identify and make
an alternative of problem solving, plan of learnthgt will be implemented
in the planning of teaching learning process, nalesson plan and prepare
the source of learning.

b. Second step is acting. In this step, the reseamileconduct an activity as
it has planned in the lesson plan, organize thes@ad collecting data while
repair the problem.

c. The third step is observing. This step will be ddnethe researcher to
observe the activity by using observation formasleate the results, collect
the data and monitor the teaching learning procéss. used to find out
what extend the action result reaches the objective

d. The fourth step is reflecting. The researcher emaluate the actions that
have been done; it consists of quality, number taméd from each action.
The researcher will repair that refers to the testievaluation that will be
used in the next cycle. If there is found thatciiele is not yet showing any
improvement of students’ motivation, the researd@uld continue to next

cycle until the problem is solved.
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Procedure of classroom action research’
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"Tim MEDP, Materi Pelatihan Penelitian Tindakan Kelas (PTK) dan Penulisan Karya Tulis
[Imiah bagi Guru Madrasah, Madrasah Education Development Project (MEDP), (Semarang:
Direktorat Pendidikan Madrasah Direktorat JendBeatdidikan Islam Departemen Agama RI, 2008),
p. 28
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C. Technique of Data Collection
A classroom action research needs the data toosufhe investigation.

There are several ways to collect data like questoe, observation, field notes,
interview, documentation, test, etc. In this reskathe writer gathered the data to
support above. The writer chooses some of whichappropriate to her school
environment, and can be done there. The instrunvamth are used by the writer
to collect the data are questionnaire, documemtatmbservation, test, and
interview.

1. Questionnaire

Arikunto defines that a questionnaire is a numidewithin question,
which are used to gain information from responddém@mselves, or their
knowledge, belief, ett.

Questionnaire that used is closed questionnairie. Used to measure
students’ motivation in writing descriptive textimg wall magazine. It is
consist of 25 questions, each item is followed byrfoptions, namely
absolutely agree, agree, less agree, and disagree.

2. Documentation

It refers to archival data that can help the wiitecollect the data. The
writer uses this method to obtain documents whihrdlated with this
research. This method is used to find out theolisttudents’ names that are
going to be the participants of this research, ggagcal location, and also to
have pictures of what students do during engagmgeaching learning
activity.

3. Observation

Observation is the activity of giving total conceonresearch object by

the sensé.The purpose of observations is to explain theasitm in class

8SuharsimiOp. Cit. p.226
°Suharsimi Arikunto Prosedur Penelitian: Suatu Pendekatan Praktek, (Jakarta: PT Rineka
Cipta, 1998), P ed., p. 149.
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activities, individuals involved in some activitiesnd relation between
situation, activity, and individual. An observatio used to know how the
process and the action of the implementation of malgazine as a media for
learning writing in descriptive text. Beside thahservation is used to know
students responds and the improvement of studemtdivation while

teaching learning process using wall magazine.

. Test

Test is important part of every teaching and lesgréxperience. Both
testing and teaching are so closely interrelatadiths virtually impossible to
work in either field without being constantly conoed with the other. Tests
may be constructed primarily as devices to reirgdearning and to motivate
the students’ performance in the langudyélest is an instrument or
procedure designed to elicit performance from leegrwith the purpose of
measuring their attainment of specified critéfiZhis research uses test to get
the students’ achievement that used as supportatg th measuring the
improvement of students’ motivation in writing daptive text.

Interview

Interview is the process of getting explanation dsking questions
face to face between researcher and respondery insémview guide?in this
research, interview is used to get the data fromEaglish teacher and
students. To result a good interview, the writets s@p interview outline

dealing with specific topic in this research.

193.B. HeatonWriting English Language Tests, (London: Longman Group Limited, 1975), p.

“Douglas Brownpp.cit., p. 401.
2Moh Nazir, Metode Pendlitian, (Jakarta :Ghalia Indonesia, 1999), p. 234.
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D. Techniqueof Data Analysis
1. Method of analyzing questionnaire
The analyzing is going to find out the studentstiration in writing
descriptive text using wall magazine. The data fmam the questionnaire
analyzed by using motivation scale. To score s¢hke response options are
credited 4, 3, 2, and 1 from absolutely agree $agliee statements.
2. Method of analyzing Observation
The observation in this research will be condudtede times, in pre
cycle, cycle 1 and cycle 2. The observer will goheck in the observation
checklist. In the end, it will be analyzed by cd&ting the percentage from
the checklist.
3. Method of analyzing test
The writer conducts test in each cycle. The scoreach cycle will be
calculated by finding the mean of the writing dgsttve text score. After
calculating, the writer can compare it.
To analyze the students’ test in writing descriptitext, the writer
focused on the items in the elements of writingst#es by Heaton. The

elements of writing are content, organization, \mgary, grammar and

mechanic.
Scoring Guide and The explanation of Criterion®®
Item analysis | Score Criterion of scoring
Content 30-27 Excellent: knowledgeable-subtantive etc

26-22 | Good:some knowledgeable of subject-adequate
range.
21-17 | Fair: limited knowledgeable of subject-little
substance

Balice C. OmaggioTeaching Language in Context, (USA: University of lllinois, 1986),
p.266
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Item analysis | Score Criterion of scoring
16-13 | Very poor: does not show knowledgeable |of
subject-non substantive.
Organization | 20-18Excelent: fluent expression-ideas clearly stated.
17-14| Good: somewhat choopy-loosely organized but
main ideas stand out
13-10| Fair: not fluent-ideas confused or disconnected
9-7 |Very poor: does not communicate-no
organization
Vocabulary | 20-18 Excdllent: sophisticated range-effectiye
word/idiom choice and usage.
17-14 | Good: adequate range-occasional of word/idipm
form, choice, usage, but meaning is not obscured
13-10| Fair: limited range- frequent errers of
word/idiom form, choice, usage.
9-7 | Very poor: essentially translation- little
knowledge of english vocabulary.
Grammar 25-22 Excellent: effective ~ complex  grammar
construction.
21-18| Good: effective but simple constructive |n
grammar.
17-11 | Fair:.a major problem is simple/compléex
construction in grammar.
10-5 | Very poor: virtually no mastery of sentence
construction rules.
Mechanic 5 | Excdlent: demonstrates mastery of constructign.
4 Good: occasional errors of spelling, punctuation,

capitalization.
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Item analysis | Score Criterion of scoring

3 Fair: frequent errors of spelling, punctuation,
capitalization.
2 Very poor: no mastery of conventions,
dominated by errors of spelling, punctuation,

capitalization, paragraphing.

Total of score| 1-10(

The mean score of the class will be searched bygusiis following

X
formula: M = Z
n

Where:M  : The average of student score
>X :Total score

n : The number of studerifs

E. Research Procedure

In this research, the writer conducted classrootioracesearch. It is done
in cycles and each cycle consists of planningngctobserving, and reflecting.
Those four steps are interrelated to each othera&ion is carried out as the
result of reflection of previous step, and this g@® continuously to the next
cycles. Thus the steps carried out repeatedly rtiares.

Before cycle | and cycle Il implemented, it is star by pre cycle. Pre
cycle has purpose to know initial condition of stots’ motivation in learning
writing descriptive text.

1. Cyclel
Before the teacher teaches writing descriptive texstudents using
wall magazine, the writer gives example of Englighcould accessed by

students for about 1 week. Procedures in cyclasfellows:

1Suharsimi ArikuntoPasar-Dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan (Edisi Revisi), (Jakarta: Bumi
Aksara, 2002), 8 Ed. p. 264
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a. Planning

1) Make lesson plan (attached).

2) Prepare the teaching material.

3) Prepare observation sheets.

4) Prepare students’ attendance list.

It has purposes to guide the teacher in teachargileg process.

b. Acting
The activities are as follows:

1) The teacher asks the students whether they weré tlea wall
magazine.

2) The teacher explains about descriptive text.

3) The teacher gives example of descriptive text freati magazine

4) The students pay attention to the teacher exptamati

5) The teacher divides the students into 8 groups

6) The teacher asks students to write descriptive ieatividually

7) Each group create wall magazine as well as posdialeh student must
adhere their writing on wall magazine

8) Wall magazine that is created by students displayed

c. Observing
Observing activity is done by using observatiomfat in order to
evaluate the results, collect the data and morihler teaching learning
process. The steps are as follows:

1) Observing the teaching learning process in order kimw the
improvement of students’ motivation to write deptitie text by using
wall magazine.

2) Monitoring the students’ activeness, enthusiasm emgcern on the
lesson during engaging in teaching learning pracess

3) Observing the students’ responses when they wesergtive text and

make wall magazine.
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4) Writing the success and the problems when the tegdearning in
progress which is not enough sufficient in reachiregobjectives.
d. Reflecting
Analyzing and evaluating the actions that was danepnsists of
quality, number and time from each action. Thestap as follows:

1) Analyzing the result of the observation. Then, st dontinued with
making reflection which one is should be maintaiaed which one is
should be overcome in the next cycle. If in thestficycle has no
significant improvement of students’ motivation,ist continues to the
second cycle until the problems are solved.

2) Make a conclusion from cycle 1.

2. Cyclell
The second cycle is done based on the result lefctiein from the first
cycle. If the result from observation tell that tpgality is still low, it is needed
another action in order to make improvement ofdbality for the next cycle.
The procedures are as follow:
a. Planning

1) Identify the problem and make the solution for pineblem.

2) Prepare the teaching material.

3) Arrange the lesson plan based on the teaching mmla{@ttached)

4) Prepare observation sheet.

5) Prepare students' attendance list.

b. Acting
The second cycle is done appropriate with lessan pb follow up
from evaluation of cycle 1. Procedures of teachHeagning process are as
follows:

1) The teacher asks the students about their probtamghe previous

lesson.

2) The teacher explains the problem.
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3) The teacher explains about the material.
4) The students pay attention to the teacher explamati
5) The teacher divides the students into 8 groups.
6) The teacher asks students to write descriptiveinektidually.
7) The teacher guides the students in writing.
8) After finish their writing, students adhered it wall magazine paper.
9) Each group create wall magazine as well as possible
10)Students’ creation will be displayed.
c. Observing
Observing activity is done by using observatiomfat, in order to
evaluate the results, collect the data and moriter teaching learning
process. It is used to find out to what extentdhgon result reached the
objective. The steps are as follow:

1) Observing the teaching learning process in orderkmow the
improvement of students’ motivation to write deptivie text by using
wall magazine.

2) Monitoring the students’ activeness, enthusiasm @ttern on the
lesson during engaging in teaching learning pracess

3) Observing the students’ responses when they wesergptive text and
make wall magazine.

4) Write the success and the problems when the tegde#&rning in
progress which is not enough sufficient in reachireggobjectives.

d. Reflecting
Second cycle reflection is made in order to malmmclusion of all
the teaching learning process of the class by usi#ymagazine which is
hoped that can improve students’ motivation to eyréspecially in writing

descriptive text.
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