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ABSTRACT 
 

 
Muhimmatul Ulya(Student Number: 63411037). Using song lyrics to 

improve students’ understanding on Present Perfect Tense (A Classroom Action 
Research at the Eighth Grade Students of MTs Matholibul Huda Jepara in The 
Academic Year of 2009/2010). Thesis. Semarang: Bachelor program of English 
language education of Walisongo state institute for Islamic studies, 2010. Key 
words: Present Perfect Tense, song lyrics, classroom action research. 

 
This study is based on the important of grammar. Grammar is important to 

be studied because when communicate with other people we should use correct 
grammatical sentences, but in fact the students’ motivation in learning grammar is 
low. It is caused by several factors such as there are some tenses in English but 
Indonesian language system just has pattern of sentence, it means there are no 
tenses in Indonesia language system. In this research, the researcher used song 
lyrics to improve students’ understanding on present perfect tense. The researcher 
focus on present perfect tense because most of students confused in differing 
simple past tense and present perfect tense. Te researcher used song because song 
as one of teaching media which was familiar with our life and most of students are 
interest with it. Based on the problems above, this research was done to answer 
the following questions: (1) How is the implementation of song to improve 
students’ understanding on present perfect tense? (2) How can song lyrics 
improve students’ understanding on present perfect tense? The purposes are: (1) 
To describe the implementation of song to improve students’ understanding on 
present perfect tense. (2) To identify the improvement of students’ understanding 
on present perfect tense using song lyrics. 

This study is a classroom action research that was done in four cycles. The 
researcher used test and observation checklist to collect the data. To analyze the 
data, descriptive quantitative analysis is used; it is to present the result of study in 
the form of descriptive explanation. Statistic analysis is used to analyze the data 
about the improvement of students’ understanding on present perfect tense.  
 Result of the study shows that by using song lyrics in teaching present 
perfect tense at the eight grade of MTs Matholibul Huda Jepara in The Academic 
Year of 2009/2010 can improve students’ understanding. This successfulness can 
be seen from the result of students’ average score and good responses by students. 
The result after getting all of the treatment using song lyrics, the students’ average 
score increased in line with the increase of the students’ achievement in each 
cycle. Students’ average score from the pre cycle was 5.9, first cycle was 7.1, 
second cycle was 7.9, and the third cycle was 8,4. 

The result of this study is expected to be information for English teachers 
in teaching grammar. 
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MOTTO 
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Therefore, when you are free (from thine immediate task), still labour hard, and to 
thy lord turn (all) thy  attention. 

  
  
  

 
 
 

“To learn anything fast and effectively 
You have to see it, hear it, and feel it” 

(Tony Stockwell)2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A THESIS STATEMENT 
                                                 

1 Mahfan, S. Pd, Juz ‘Amma dan Terjemahannya, (Jakarta:PT WahyuMedia, 2008), P. 31.  
2Adi W. Gunawan, Genius Learning Strategy, (Jakarta: Gramedia, 2003), p. 145 



 v

 

I certify that this thesis is definitely my own work. I am completely responsible 

for the content of this thesis. Other writer’s opinions or findings included in the 

thesis are quoted or cited in accordance with ethnical standards. 

 

 

 

Semarang, 21 June 2010 

The Writer, 

 

 

 

MUHIMMATUL ULYA 
Student’s number:63411037 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEDICATION 



 vi

 

 

This thesis is dedicated to: 

# My beloved father and mother who always support me with prayer, love, and 

patience.  

# My beloved grandmother, my aunt, my uncle, my brothers (Ulien and Adib) 

who always support and motivate me.  

# All of language learners especially TBI B 06 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 



 vii

 

  بسم االله الرحمن الرحيم

  
Praise is to Allah, the merciful, and the compassionate that the writer can 

finish this thesis completely. Shalawat and Salam for the Prophet Muhammmad 

who brings us from darkness to the brightness. 

The writer realizes that there are many people who are already helped his 

in arranging and writing this thesis directly or indirectly. In this chance, the writer 

would like to express deeper appreciation to: 

1. Prof. Dr. Ibnu Hadjar, M.Ed. as the Dean of faculty of Tarbiyah. 

2. Siti Tarwiyah, M.Hum. as the Head of English Department. 

3. M. Nafi Annury, M.Pd and Dr. Musthofa, M.Ag, as the advisors for their 

patience in providing careful guidance, helpful corrections, very good advice 

as well as suggestion and encouragement during the consultation. 

4. Ummi Hj. Aufa Abdullah Umar, AH as a mother and teacher in Tahaffudzul 

Qur’an boarding school (PPTQ) who have given advices, prays, and patient 

when I was studied. 

5. My beloved father, mother, my grandmother, my aunt, my uncle, my brothers 

who always gives inspiration and motivation to continue this study. 

6. Zainudddin, S.Pdi the headmaster of MTs Matholibl Huda Jepara who had 

allowed the writer to carry out the research in his school 

7. My beloved friend lun2 inay, and all of my friends in PPTQ Dolog Segaran. 

8. All of my friends in TBI 06, team KKN posko 27 sidogemah and team PPL at 

SMK Cut Nya’ Dien Semarang.  

9. Last but not least, those who cannot be mentioned one by one, who have 

supported the writer to finish this thesis. 

Finally, the writer realizes that this thesis is far from being perfect; 

therefore, the writer will happily accept constructive criticism in order to make it 

better. The writer hopes that this thesis would be beneficial to everyone. Amin 

Semarang, 21 June 2010 



 viii  

The Writer, 

 

 

 

MUHIMMATUL ULYA 
Student’s number:63411037 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 



 ix

 

PAGE OF TITLE  ............................................................................................   i 

ADVISOR APPROVAL ....................................................................................   ii 

APPROVAL   ............................................................................................   iii 

ABSTRACT    ............................................................................................   iv 

THESIS STATEMENT  ....................................................................................   v 

MOTTO    ............................................................................................   vi 

DEDICATION  ............................................................................................   vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .................................................................................   viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...................................................................................   x 

LIST OF APPENDICES ....................................................................................   xii 

CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION 

A. Research Background...........................................................   1 

B. The Reasons for choosing the topic .....................................   4 

C. Research Question ................................................................   5 

D. Objective and significant of the study ..................................   5 

E. Scope of study ......................................................................   6 

F. Definitions of the key terms .................................................   6 

G. Outline of the thesis .............................................................   7 

CHAPTER II : REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Theoretical Framework 

1. Teaching Grammar and Present Perfect Tense 

a. Teaching Grammar 

1) Definition of Grammar .......................................   9 

2) Types of Grammar  ............................................   11 

3) General Concept of Present Tense  ....................   11 

b. Teaching Grammar 

1) Deductive Approach...........................................   15 

2) Inductive Approach  ...........................................   16 

2. Song in Teaching Present Perfect Tense  

a. Song as Teaching Media  



 x

1) Definition of Song  .............................................   17 

2) Kinds of Media    ……………………………….       

18 

b. The Advantages and Disadvantages of song  ...........   21 

B. Previous Research ................................................................   22 

C. Statement of hypothesis .......................................................   23 

CHAPTER III: METHODS OF INVESTIGATION 

A. Design of the Study ............................................................   24 

B. Procedure of the Study .......................................................   26 

C. Research Setting and Subject .............................................   33 

D. Instruments and data collection technique ..........................   34 

E. Technique of Data Analysis ...............................................   36 

CHAPTER IV: FINDING 

A. The implementation of Song in teaching  Present Perfect 

Tense ............................................................................... 38 

B. Result of Research and Discussion……. ............................   42 

C. Limitation of the study…. ..................................................   58 

CHAPTER V : CONCLUSION 

A. Conclusion ..........................................................................   59 

B. Suggestions .........................................................................   60 

 

REFERENCES 

APPENDICES 

 


