CHAPTER 1lI
THE CONCEPT OF IDEAL WIFE INSIDE OF SERAT WULANG PU TRI

A. THE DESCRIPTION OF SERAT WULANG PUTRI

| found many kinds of Javanese ancient manuscgetse, some of
them arelelampahan, carios, babad, serat, piwulanjhey become a
characteristic of Javanese tribe besides the ahéure. In every period of
Javanese literature has their own characteristime®ime, a kind of literature
becomes a dominant color of an era, but not inheraime. Likewise, one
certain genre more prominent compared to the ajbeare. Although being
like this, the change did not happen with sudddmlg,slowly and gradually,
in fact respectively the form and the genre ofrditere possibly the
coexistence, with the different identity.

One of the genres that had an important positiorthn literature
tradition Java waserat Piwulang or literaturepiwulang Correspondence
said wulang was wuruk, pitutur, which had the meaningadvice” or
“admonitioni. By these, literaturewulang had the content as advice or
admonition’

Essence of literature Javanese Klasik is givingebeto the reader, so
the literary work it was considered asliluhung if giving benefit to the
reader. The Javanese men of letters wanted to spueething useful and
pleased to his reader. Some benefit was, the doofehis work could be
madepiwulang ‘education’. Basically all the classic Javaneserdiry works
could be regarded as educational means, both Igirectindirectly. The
difference of the general literary work with thenge literary work of
literature piwulang was located in the writer's lwis give advice explicitly
stated in the texi.
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B. THE AUTHOR OF SERAT WULANG PUTRI

In the year 1788 Surakarta Hadiningrat palace wes by
Pakubuwono IV, wittasma timur(young name) B.R.M Gusti Subadya@hat
year was called as the literature renaiss&n@¢here, in that year the
development is focused on literature, becausehatiime, the condition of
Surakarta palace was preserve by the coming of VOOC keeps
monitoring the whole palace’s activity. Every atgvof Sunanmust get the
agreement from colonidl At the time, aSunanwas only a symbol of king
without any authority of the king. Many problemetsup in palace. But, as a
king, Pakubuwono IV could not do anything. PakubowdV saw many
disorder of morality in the palace and around. Thike only thing that could
be done bySunanis repair the morality through writingastra piwulang
Literature is the only way that could be takenSmnanto enclose his society.
By the cause, for Javanese society, literaturé lstihg a magical thing in
their life, and makes the power of literature r®8g in society.

He was the son of Pakubuwana Il that was born fiteerqueen of the
descendants of sultan Demak. He was born on Thyhlsmeat 10 pm, the
date 18 Rabiulakhir, wuku Watugunung, decaBesgarain 1964, or on
September 2nd 1768 and rose the throne on Septe?®di788, on the
MondayPaing, the date 28 Besar year Jamakir 1714 in the agee@ and

throughout history the Surakarta palace, Pakubuwbdhwas the youngest
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king. Pakubuwana IV was the Surakarta king who fuélsof the goal and
courage, he was different from his father who wamdus weak and more
incapable’. SinuwunPakubuwono IV reigned in Surakarta between thesyear
1788-1820. The other degree is Sunan Bagus, bebausas handsonfe.

Pakubuwono IV really enjoyed art. Apart from wrgititerature, he
had also created a set of puppetrwa be based on model of Kartasura that
was name by kiyaPramukanya.In his government's period, Pakubuwono IV
wrote someserat piwulangthat had a purpose improved moral the nobility
and the masses. Several of his works w&eeat Wulangreh, Serat Wulang
Sunu, Serat Wulang Putri, Serat Wulang Tata KrarBanga kabulla
Mataram, Cipta Waskitha, Panji Sekar, Panji Rarpanji Dhadhap, Serat
Sasana Prabu, Serat Polah Muna-Mamid several other workS.

Besides, the heritage that built by Pakubuwono ¢vhe of them is
Masjid Agung(the great mosque)serbang Sri Manganti, Dalem Ageng
Prabasugasa, Bangsal Witana Sitihinggil Kidul, Papad Agung Sasana
Sewaka, Bangsal Ageng Mareukundinad Kori Kamandhungan®

PAKUBUWONO IV'S GENERAL TAUGHT

Pakubuwono IV is a pious man. He led the palaas #fie coming of
Islam. Since young, he interested much to the radt lderature. He was a
smart and a brave king. His age of leadership wdsasd and cruel. Then he
takes some initiatives to conquer the problem dipgiear in palace.

Pakubuwono IV was really caring to his society. Whige palace was
attacked by Dutch, and he could do nothing to sheecountry, he take an
impressive way to protect his palace through wgittome literatures, which
is, at the time, the power of literature is so &ngl influenced.
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Pakubuwono IV much more tended his taught in manal attitude to
every element of society either inside of palaceuside. Pakubuwono IV
felt worry to see the condition of his society. mhee makes some regulation
to his people to do something that he order innigng.

His major advices that written in some of his opus; to feel the
sorrow in the life is a good way to be thankfultbe Lord. To not being
arrogant when we get such a high social positiod @ makeadigang,
adigung, adigunaas the philosophical life, to always seek for kiemge in
the whole of the life. Because, knowledge will lgrisomeone into better
place and condition, to not forget perform five égrprayer in a day, because,
praying is the pole of religion itself.

In his opus, he combined value aspect from Javalsaoh. He tried
to find out the way out to make Islamic teaching davanese tradition walk
side by side in one medium and time. Pakubuwonmiises his teaching for
his children, grand children, family and his setvan those works.
Pakubuwono IV wrote manseratpiwulang that called also as directive and
to control their attitude in palace and arountf it.

Pakubuwono IV’s teaching much more talking aboubcybehavior
and sufism* He tends more his attention piwulang and shaping good
behavior. Because, according to him, to reachsa jati (al Haqq/ the truth
feeling someone has to pass some steps. And the basie dirst step is
having a good behavior. In this first step, he ppg®sed to look fopitutur
ingkang sayektosa good advice for every unwise attitude. For thnen
should seek the good advice not to trap in badtiessis polah kang nora

jujur. Advice is to back the right way in order not 'cbmekojur tan becik
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loss and is not good. In other words Pakubuwanal$d put repentance as
the first station should besalik (Sufis).

Repentance was conducted with the leave naturee tdidgraceful
conduct governing morality. Firstly that the perstepicted may not rely on
himself as a noble and descendant of the kingralgohg on personal ability.
In other words, to leave the despicable naturd@fform:adigang, adigung,
andadiguna Adigangis relying on brains, like a deer on the abilifyflayht.
Adigungis relying on the size of the body. Whidaligunais to rely on
physical strength to overcome spiritual persorg Gksnake on noxious

The attitude ofbekti (loyal), gemati (care), alus (calm), nrima
(defenselessnessabar (patient) anduwes(flexible) means to go backward
in hundred years ago that the traditional’s valuestrbe obeyed without
seeing the situation and condition. But, if theesgsher analyzes it deeply,
will found the considerable value inside of lifeorFexample firima
(defenselessness)”, it doesn’t mean mere lazinesaooeffort, but this
behavior must be followed with serious plan, sttungg tough, firmness in

doing something, and with the accurate calculation.

D. THE MANUSCRIPT OF SERAT WULANG PUTRI
1. The Book of Serat Wulang Putri

Serat Wulang Putris written by Pakubuwono IV when he led the
palace Surakarta Hadiningrat. This manuscript is ofhpalace heritage
culture which need to be learnt the content. T9@sat was one of the
palace wealth that ought to be conserved and stutliecontents. It was
one of the collections frorfBasono Pustokiibrary in the Surakarta palace.
This serat was written by handwriting in the Javanese letted in the
Javanese language. Because of taking the formeolitdrary work, then
the literary style that was used was not tied.térdiry work had the license

of poet that is the freedom to the writer or kawieixpressing his work.
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This seratwas written in a book that contain&ratWulang Putriand

Serat Wulang Sunwvith the number catalog 396 Ha.

2. The Content of Serat Wulang Putri

Serat Wulang Putrivas written in10 pages, and was begun from
the page to 29 to 39. Theeratconsisted of threpupuh They arepupuh
kinanthi pangkuranddhandanggulaBy detailspupuh Kinanthiconsisted
of 39 verses,pupuh Pangkur consisted of 8 verses angdupuh
dhandhanggulaconsisted of 7 verses. The text of teesathas been very
mildewed. Signs that the age of tlgsrat has been very old. And the
palace side banned the visitor to copy this texiy@night be rewritten or
taken picture.

According to Javanese, evepupuh in tembang macapathat
consist of twelvepupuh, each one had the color, the feature and the
meaning

Pupuh kinanthi derived from word Kanthi’ infixed by *“ini”,
becomeé‘kinanthi” , which meangikanthi, digandhengbe participated, to
be with® The characteristics from thismbangis happy and the love. Be
suitable to give education or teaching, the feetifithe love, eté’

The secondoupuhin Serat Wulang Putris pupuh pangkurThe
meaning frompangkur itself is coming from words fyimpang and
“mungkut, meaning that should not ever deviated and ledt rteligious
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teaching, but, left the crint&. The characteristics from this lyric were
hard, passionateséreng, nepu Be suitable to give hard advice, the
excited love, hard story

The last Pupuh is pupuh dhandanggujathat meaning that;
dhandhangblack,gula: legi or sweet, symbolized someone found caramel
or the sweetness of life honey as the husband afed Bhandhanggula
came from wordslhandhangand significant sugar hope would something
that was sweef The character from this lyric was flexible, anéasant.
Be suitable to reveal all the situatidfs.

Serat Wulang Putnis contained several of king's suggestions to his
daughters about how to have an attitude espededly the husband. This
serat was created on the king's concern at that timeatdwnoral his

people which increasingly declined and also onrfaence from VOC.

E. THE THEMES OF SERAT WULANG PUTRI
In Serat Wulang Putrithere are a lot of themes that concern about the

ethic of woman about how to interact with their hassd and how to create a
self concept a la Java. In each verse gives adv¥ises a father to his
daughter if she was married or will be marry. Thesme verse have a certain
theme, and some other consist of two themes or ,nam@ even sometime
there are two continuously verse or more whichitgllabout only a theme.
There is a lot of theme repentance Serat Wulang PutriHence, it can
identified that the understanding I&awi of a certain teaching is really deep,
or even, according tawi, the teaching that he wrote is very importantlunti

he needs to repeat it many times. The major thefss Seratare:

1. The suggestion to obey husband
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This suggestion be based on in daily life of thevadese
community, where placing the woman after being redrin the scope that
was very small called family. In Islam, a great fn@mhadis that reported
concerning how the wife's method was loyal to hisldand, also the
decency of loyal to the husband.

In a marriage, the peace of soul of couple is beimg first
unsure®? The peacefulness to fulfill the desire and aimethdve descent
to continue their generation. Being loyal and kéegrust become the
main requirement to reach it. Because, one of ittheoha family in Islam,
is to build a new Islamic generation.

The second unsure is the feeling of love that kbrough social
intercourse and how they help each other in a fafiThe second one is
placed a wife as a mutual partner and have thel @gséion with husband
to take care of family and keep it in comfort.

When Allah placed woman and man in equality in tight and
obligation, except in case of leadership, henaeaa should take over the
duties of leadership and teach the woman in oméulfill her obligation
well, also plant deference in herself through ket to get her right without
any obstacle. Human, instinctively, always admimbers who are
educated, aware of the right and obligation, aneenender estimate of
them. Hence, if a man does not give woman’s riglgans he closes the
door of goodness that would given by worffen

In the history of the Javanese tradition, a cowléusband and
wife had their work area that was agreed to. Thhaity territory of the
husband was in the sitting room until outside tbade, while the area of
wife’s authority covered the kitchen, the mattrassl the welf® It seems
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that discriminatory indeed, but, if it is compangdh the modern life, the
distribution of this territory could be interpretegith more moderate
without disrupting the right and their respectivigligation. A husband,
who had the area of responsibility in the sittimpm and outside the
house, it means that the husband’'s responsiblelaians of external
family, in this case, the sitting room was compaasdpace public where
the family interacted directly with the outsidengtcolleague, friends, or
relatives family?®

In the implementation of his responsibility, a haist has a right to
delegate his wife to take part and contribute tb igkeraction with the
component outside of the family. Of course the husbdecides the kind
of activity that is taken by his wife, needed tilmawv long, and asked the
consequences of the wife to not neglect the inteobdigation of the
family. So does the wife, the area of the authasiftyhe wife was to cover
the kitchen, the well and mattress.

A wife has a full responsibility to arrange thelslity and the
regularity inside, but the wife also had the rightlelegate his husband to
handle the problem that happened in the area of’svihuthority, for
example to correct tiles leaked, replace of lidpait went out, repainted the
house etc.. As the good partner, a husband shaildefuse with any
reason, but to complete the task with responghalitd full awareness that
the family was a form of smallest organization timside also needed the
co-operation to one another. Family is like a ddd®, where every social
life needs a leader to balance between the idegsi and hopes of every
member. In Islam, a man is being asked to protedtta be a breadwinner
to his wife. And a woman is asked to obey her hndlzaleadership in

ma’ruf.?’
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The delegation of duties each for husband and evifeely is a fair
division to each couple without neglecting thiéirah.?® Their duty is to
help each other to build a happy family. They hsilpcerely as long as
they capable to do. This is the form of the wit@svice to the husband in
the modern era, when both of them could understaadask and their
respective obligation.

2. The philosophies meaning of five fingers

We often meet in several Javanese literary workea@ally the
genre ofserat piwulangexplained about the meaning of philosophy about
five knuckles. One of them irserat “Wulang Estri compossed by
Pakubuwono % and Serat Centhini composed by Kanjeng Gusti
Pangeran Adipati Anom Amangkunegara lll, son of uBim Paku
Buwana IV° . This was one of the Javanese culture teachihgs t
characterized magical mystical.

The thumb compared that a woman had the deternanddfirm
heart in order to be not treated as you wish byaa.nThe point finger
means that a wife to be more careful in the stat¢rard the action, the
middle finger concerning the attitude that must dwened by a wife,
whenever her husband gave something to her. She lmeugood to say
thank sincerely and always kept it in mind the viof her husband no
matter how small it is. She must be good to hide ¢hd feeling when
being faced with the husband. A wife must alwaydesiend looks good,
whenever she is with her husband. And the litthgdr had the meaning of
a woman must continue to be alert and care abeuvehy trivial matter

and details. And a wife also must become skilledaaoh one of her works.
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3. Figure Siti Fatimah binti Muhammad SAW as the exampe of the
virtuous wife

The noose Siti Fatimah has really adhered in thanconity's
Islam marrow, especially Muslims. Rasulullah’s dateg had the moral
and the very well-mannered character. She (in skei) was known
because of his service for two matters. That sshrvice to Allah, and his
service to his husband Ali bin Abi Tholib.

Sayyidah Fatimah in her pray often said words Wikee this, “O
Allah, | swore with the vanish knowledge that ycadhand your creation
capacity. Give me the sincerity. | wanted me toticme to submit and
enslave to you in happy time and difficult one. Wip®verty touched on
me or the wealth came to me, | continue to hopgota Only from you |
requested the enjoyment with no end, and have a welw without ended
with darkness. Oh Lord, decorate me with faith patdme into their group
who got the guidance.”

The love of Fatimah AS to the Lord was mentionedRagulullah
as a result from her sincere faith. He spoke, féié to Allah has unify to
the Fatimah'’s heart so in, so as to make her sinkligious duties and to
forget all of them ®

The life of Fatimah’s marriage ran smoothly in them of him that
was very simple, determined, and did not know tir&tl worked hard
every day to get the livelihood, whereas his wige a hard-worker,
provident, and loyal. Fatimah in the house caroed the duties of the

132 This couple

household; as rolling corn and taking water frora tiel
was famous pious and philanthropist. They had Hotvad the beggar to
take a step his door without giving any that wesmed by them, although

they were personally still hungFy.
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In the house that was inhabited by the full blegstouple, there
were no many properties. They just own beds weadearirom skin, two
glasses to drink and two plate. They then were tsed all homework by
themselves. Until they heard the news that Rasiulame to Medina
with brought prisoner and at that time Ali felt waikk on his chest
because of being tired, then Ali asked for Fatin@ltome to his father
and hope his father agrees to give one prisonemaoto help her to work.

Fatimah then said, “if only indeed my husband was sick and
my hands not wounded because of this equipmentill In@t ask one
person to help us.”

When arriving in the Rasul’'s house, Fatimah onlgtlslent sat by
the Rasul. Then gently Rasul greeted him, “whaearh you came come
here, my daughter?” Fatimah very embarrassedfifity he spoke, “I
came to ask for something from you, but, | wasdotarrassed.” Fatimah
then immediately came home met his husband.

Her husband asked whether their hope was fillechat then
Fatimah said, “I was too embarrassed to ask for"hiin held the Fatimah
hands gently then guided him back to his fathesissh. Ali said to Rasul,
“if my chest at this time was not sick, then | wilbt dare to ask for one of
the prisoners of war that you brought to help tiseh Rasul said, “in the
name of Allah, | would not give them to you in fdcknew that the as-
Suffah people more needed them.” its mean that the R#iduhot give
what they requested.

But they were not offended because they understbtite Rasul’s
reason for being for the sake of the person whoemmeeded. They then
came home empty-handed. However evidently the Riadiolwed them
from behind until they entered the house. ThenRhsul said, “I indeed
did not help you by giving what you needed, but¢his something that
will be more pleasing you than your request. Thaswhe sentence that
Jibril taught to me. Did you want me taught to you®Df course” they

answered. “Be accustomed to s@ybhanallahten times,Alhamdulillah



ten times, andillahu Akbarten times every finished prayed. And when
sleeping readSubhanallahthirty-three times,Alhamdulillah thirty-three
times, andAllahu Akbarthirty-four times>

Rasul entertained their sad heart and treated pigisical wound
because tired by giving a heart bounded that witinect them with Allah.
They looked very happy with Rasul’s giving.

They always do what the Rasul ordered and thatetcg when
they sad. Moreover when they will sleep, their kktrncould not cover all
over of their body and the coldness then was Eltting like that they
utilized what the Rasul gave to heat themsefves.

That was narrated concerning the life atimah that made her as
a beloved daughter. Fatimah was mother from thadgtald Rasulullah
that became the big leader after his grandfathatr ith Sayyidina Hasan
and Sayyidina Husein. Then, it's no wonder if Pakubno 1V toke her as

an example in his writing.

4. The obligation of pursuing knowledge
Pursuing knowledge is unlimited, but also did netagnize
gender. Man and woman had the same opportunitytsup knowledge.
So both the man and the woman could develop thenpat that was given
by Allah to us to develop our potential as googhassible. Therefore, the
religion regarded that pursuing knowledge is beimg part of religious
duties. Religious duties were unlimited to the peabof prayers, the fast,

the pilgrim, and alms. Moreover pursued knowledus tvas regarded as
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main religious duties, because with knowledge welcc@arry out other
religious duties correctly?®

The process of Muslim characterized is tend toeavthat human
could not growing up without education. Becausesoal has a nature
inclination to differ between the right and wrorapd to be aware of
negative and positive unsure inside his $6tormatively, without a wide
and deep knowledge, which based on religious kraydethere will no
moral realization. The result of education progesognitive development
and will lead into arranging morality and behavior.

This life had not been free from comfort Allah SWihere are a
lot of gift that was given, such as health, freeetieven wealth. However,
from the number of gifts that was given by Allahgieeat number that
neglected by humankind and not being thanked. Qrtemn spare time
comfort (youth) and health comfort. Two very valleabmatters were
always forgotten by humankind. The method to thdm& gift is, one of
them was by using time as well as possible to fooknowledge.

As Allah stated in Qur'an “And if you counted Allghgift,
certainly you cannot count him. Actually humankirehlly zhalim and
really denied (Allah's gift).®

Allah SWT warned that humankind realihalim and really the
unbeliever because they not thanking Allah's bt tvere given to them

Among Allah’s gifts that gave to us were Islamthaifortune, the
wealth, the age, spare time, and the health toperfeligious duties to
Allah correctly and to pursue religious knowledge.

Humankind was given by two enjoyment, but many he# them
who were cheatedrRasulullah shallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallaspoke:

“Two gifts that much humankind was cheated by lwdtthem, that
are healthy gift and spare tim&.”
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A lot of the humankind did not use healthy time &mspare time
as well as possible. He did not use to study atstam.

The man and the woman were obliged to pursue krigel¢hat is
knowledge that originated in Al-Qur-an and the Asi8ah because with
knowledge that was studied, he can do good deedsmh take them to
Heaven.

The obligation pursued knowledge this includede&hgre Muslim
individual, whether for parents, child, employeecturer, doctor,
professor, and other. They who have obligatory tg Enowledge
regarding to theimuamalahwith their God, either aboutauhid the five
pillars in Islam, the six pillars of Faith, the ragr the courtesy, or
mu’amalahwith the creaturé®

The writer explained the problem pursued knowledgeause of
this problem really important. Because, someoneldcaeceive the
guidance, could understand and carry out Islamectyr if he learned
from the teacher, the book, and the true methodtl@nother hand, if
someone did not want to study, or he learned fitoentéacher who did not
follow Sunnah or through the studying method and the book tinate
read out untrue, then he will deviate from the tzd.

F. AN OVERVIEW ON SERAT WULANG PUTRI
Serat Wulang Putriwas written and published for the palace and
around it. But, afterwards thgeratbecame one of the works that was made
to be historic by the legacy Javanese society. 3driat like seratpiwulang
advised about the life. In this case, segatis talked about how to become a

good wife.
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In this serat, Pakubuwono IV stressed that theicef a wife to her
husband is one of duty to do. A wife in Javaneble&egts mentioned dsonco
wingking (the friend behind a husband) that his task gheefull support for
the husband on the decision that was taken antvey all the provisions of
the husband. Because, in the Javanese traditiomfeafully became the
husband's right whenever the marriage happening.

This serat contained the suggestions, the first is to bellogathe
husband as a grand idea that makes he wroteséhig the second is, the
suggestion to understand and carry out the philusap meaning that was
kept in five knuckles that was owned by a womanisTwas one of the
Javanese culture teachings that characterized alagjistical.

The thumb compared that a woman had the deternainddirm heart
in order to be not treated as you wish by a mase. @dint finger means that a
wife to be more careful in the statement and th@mcthe middle finger
concerning the attitude that must be owned by a,wihenever her husband
gave something to her. She must be good to sak thianerely and always
kept it in mind the giving of her husband no mattew small it is. She must
be good to hide the sad feeling when being faced thie husband. A wife
must always smile and looks good, whenever sheitls er husband. And
the little finger had the meaning of a woman musttinue to be alert and
care about the very trivial matter and details. Andife also must become
skilled in each one of her works.

The suggestion to mak8iti Fatimah the model by knowing and
understanding-atimaHhs story of the life. The fourth is, the suggestion
pursue knowledge when still was young, becausehyeas the period where
someone could be optimal in working. This is onetloé reasons, why

pursued knowledge was an obligation for each kingraup.



