CHAPTER Il

AN OVERVIEW ON MAKKY AND MADANY SCIENCE

The Qur'an and Ulu>m al-Qur'a>n

The noble Quran was not revealed to the Holy Pebginddenly and
simultaneously. On the contrary, it was revealiitle by little, over a span of
nearly twenty three years. At times, Jibril woulshe with a small verse, or
even with some unit of a verse. Then, there wenegiwhen several verses
would be revealed at one time. The smallest poxiaimne Qur'an which was
revealed as such is al-Nisa’ [4]: 94 which formst pd a long verse. On the
other hand, the whole of al-An’am was revealednat ime’

Rather than being revealed all at once, why wagQinean revealed
little by little? The polytheists of Arabia had theelves put this question to
the Holy Prophet. Allah Almighty has taken it upbliimself to answer the
question in the following words:

“The disbelievers said, "Why has the Qur'an notrbsent down upon
him all at once?" "(We did) like this, so that Waynstrengthen your
heart thereby, and We have recited it very distyndthey bring not to
thee any similitude but that We bring thee thehtrwend better in

exposition.[Al-Furgan [25] : 32-33)

It is sufficient to understand a gist of the wisdbehind the gradual
revelation of the Holy Qur'an as stated by ImanRaki in his explanation of
this verse. He says:

1. The Holy Prophet waammy that is, being unlettered, he did not read or
write. So, had the entire Qur'an been revealednattone, it would have
been difficult to remember and document. Contrarthts, Musa AS knew
reading and writing, therefore, the Torah was rlaeto him at one single

time.

! |bn Kathir, Tafsir li Ibn Kathir, v. 2, p. 122
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2. If the entire Qur'an had been revealed all at onmoepediate compliance
of all its injunctions would have become obligatoand this would have
gone against the wise graduation which has feawsealmatter of concern
in theshari>"ah of our Holy Prophet.

3. The Holy Prophet had to go through ever-new togturdlicted by his
people. That Jibril came, again and again, with wloeds of the noble
Qur'an, made his stand against these tortureslidleaeand gave strength to
his heart.

4. A large portion of the Quran is devoted to answgik&en to people who
posed questions, while some other portion refervaious particular
events. Therefore, the revelation of those versas appropriate at the
time when those questions were asked, or thosédseame to pass. This
increased the ‘insight of Muslims and when the @urunfolded that
which was unseen, its truth became all the morefestA

In the meantime, since the Prophet was still adind the process of
revelation was still running, the Qur'an has undeegmaintenance poses
which include recitation, memorization and writing various media that
existed at the timé. Similarly, during the caliphate of Abu Bakr andnidr,
memorization process, recording and accountinchefQur'an continued to
receive attention of the Companions, which wasattarized by sequencing
the scattered verses of the Quran, and colleciind compiling it in one
package, later known ad-Mus}th}a>f. Furthermore, because everyone did
the collection by their own way, this eventualladis to complex problems
that forced to the enactment of the standardizaifananuscripts.

At the time of Caliph ‘Uthman, a special commissionhandle the
bookkeeping of the Qur'an is formed consisting bfee men from the
Quraysh tribe, and one as the commission chairmam Ansar, Zaid bin
Thabit. The task of this commission is to seleat elassify whether or not a

verse is part of the Quran (hadith of the Proplet,example), to set the

2 Al-Razi, al-Tafsir al-Kabir, v. 6, p. 336
® The media used include palm midrib, stones, animoales, skin, etc. See Muhammad
‘Ali al-Sabuny,At-Tibyan fi 'Ulum al-Qur'anBeirut: ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1985, p. 49-53.
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chapters based on a simple calendar system aibetb name the chapters
and noted with a number of verses in each chépter.

To this extent, when the Quran had been comptleete were almost
no discourses sucMakky-Madanyor Na>sikh-Mansu>khfound among
them. Finally, when the Muslims even further awagnf its source of
Tashri>’, the problems of humanity became more complex tleghands
legal clarity on matters that have not appearethattime of the Prophet.
Then theUlama’ who put the concern on the Qur’an, step by stdfi hu
systemof method of understanding and interpretation led Qur'an. The
system is calledUlu>m al-Qur'a>n, which consists of various sub-
disciplines, one of which is Makky and Madany Sciesn

Qur'anic Studieslu>m al-Qur'a>n) is a discipline that developed
after the death of the Prophet and is concernel thi¢ investigation of
various Qur’anic topics, such as the compilatiorthed Qur’an, reasons for
revelation, abrogating and abrogateas The historical journey of Qur‘anic
Studies began when the attention of Muslim scholaes attracted to
Qur’anic calligraphy dating to the period duringdaafter the Caliphate of
Uthman b. Affan, a style that later became knowMashaf Uthmani. In the
middle of the seventh century A.C., during the pladite of Ali b. Abi Talib,
Muslim scholars were concerned with a grammaticellysis of Qur'anic
discourse whose objective was to preserve the iBtiguaccuracy of the
Qur'an and thus facilitate its exegesis.

In early developmentJlu>m al-Qur'a>n was struggling to solve two
problems: textual and referential problems. Texgp@ablem is an effort to
understand the meaning from language of the telileweferential problem
leads to acquire the meaning from relation betwéext and text's
environment. The solution for the first problemtasformulate the auxiliary
sciences of language such as Abul-Aswad Al-Duady #irangeé’ra>b rules,

followed by his successors with the formulation NBhwy S}ara>f,

“W. Montgomery WattBell's Introduction to the Qur'arEdinburg: Edinburg University
Press, 1991, p. 44.
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Bala>ghah ,'Amm Khas}s} and so forth. While the solution for the second
problem was by arranging a few works about theohistl context of the
Qur'anic text. Among them were "Ali ibn Madany (28H) wrote Asba>bun
Nuzu>l, Abu Ubaid al-Qasim (224 AH) wrotdm al-Qira>"at, Na>sikh
Mansu>kh and Fadha>"ilul Qur'a>n, Muhammad Ayyub al-Darras (294)
wrote the verses revealed in Mecca and Medinasaridrth?

During the second half of the first century of tHgra, the focus in
Qur'anic Studies was shifted to other topics, sashabrogation, semantic
ambiguities in the Quran, exegesis, and Meccan Medinan revelations.
Muslim scholars were more interested in exegesia #mything else during
the second century of the Hijra. Their researclorefEulminated in the
emergence of comprehensive exegesis on the wholearQuby a
distinguished scholar known as Ibn Jarir al-Tab@ur’anic Studies in the
period from the third to the seventh century of ithga was characterized by
thorough research of specific topics and the appear of thesauruses of
many volumes. The eighth century of the Hijra waskad by the thesaurus
of Badr al-Din al-Zarkashi (1344-91) and the nictntury by work from
Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti (d.1505). Research continure@ur’anic Studies, but
the focus was mainly on exegesis, as it still reai

To Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd’s point of view, the emergenf the Ulum
al-Quran was the efforts of Moslem scholars whenptblic was not aware
of the textual problem, i.e. the Qur’anic text asfe guide should be placed
as “text”. At that time, people saw the Quran asaared text. So that the

Quran was untouched and loss of function.

> Mamat S. Burhanuddirkiermeneutika Al-Quran ala Pesantren: Analisis Tadap
Tafsir Marah Labid Karya KH. Nawawi BanteMogyakarta: Ull Press, 2006, p.88-89

® Hussein Abdul-Raof, “Qur'anic Studies” in Olivereaman (Ed.)The Quran: an
EncyclopediaNew York: Routledge, 2006, p. 522.

" Nasr Hamid Abu ZaydTekstualitas al-Qur'an: Kritik terhadap ‘Ulumul Qan, Trans.
Khoiron Nahdiyyin, Yogyakarta: LKiS, 2002, p. 13



45

B. Makky and Madany Science As Integral Part ofUlu>m al-Qur'a>n

As it is said earlier, Al-Qur'an that consists a#lchapters over 6000
verses was not revealed in an instant as a pakdgeever, the revelation
of the Qur'an in the form of chapters and verses ezgaducted gradually for
approximately 23 years. As the two major citieganly spread of Islam, then
the chapters and verses were mostly revealed incdaod Medina when
compared with those chapters or verses which isaled outside of Mecca
and Medina. The peculiarity of both cities was theade both name was
taken as the ratio for naming a sub-discipliné&Jaf>m al-Qur'a>n, namely
Makky and Madany Science. Then the chapters oesdarsthe Qur'an could
be classified into two categories, namely Makky Batiany.

Makky and Madany science is one of the major topicSlu>m al-
Qura>n. The importance of this science is affirmed by AddtQasim al-
Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Habib al-Naisaburi. His esce was mentioned

in his bookAl-Tanbi>h Ala> al-Fadha>'il fi> "Ulu>m al-Qur'a>n:

“The most precious among the sciences of Qur antlagescience
of the revelation of the Quran and and its regitim order of
revelation in Mecca and Medina, what was revealedlecca but
the rule is Madany and vice versa, what was rewkaleMecca to
the people of Medina and vice versa. What was ainaith what
had revealed in Mecca (Makky) but included in Madand vice
versa, and about what was revealed in Juhfah, Bstagdis, Ta'if
or Hudaibiyah. Moreover, what was revealed in tghhand the
daytime. What were revealed together (all the \serge one
chapter), or revealed in partial, Madany versesMakky chapters,
Makky verses in Madany chapters, what were brotrgint Mecca
to Medina and from Medina to Mecca, what were bidugom
Mecca to Abyssinia, what were revealed globally avitht had
been described, and what had been controversyrse people say
Madany and others say Makky That's all twenty-kivels. People

8 The scholars differ as to the issue of the totahiber of verses of the Qur'an. For more
details, see Jalaluddin Al-Suyutfl-Itgan fi Ulu>m al-Qur'a>n, Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-Araby,
1999, p. 67
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who do not know and cannot distinguish it; he hadight to talk
about the Qur'an.®
1. Definition

The word Makky is etymologically derived from them Makkah
(the holy city of Mecca), which was givea' nisbah(the characteya’
has function to “make nature/classify). So the whtakkah after being
givenya’ nisbhahbecomes Makky and eventually became Makky, because
it adjusts with a word that it charachterized fogmely a>yatun and
su>ratun (a verse or chapter in the form of womemu'annatswill be
added withta 'marbu>t}ah).

As for the terms provided by the scholars on thekikylaand
Madany verses or chapters, in this case there taleast three different
opinions. Thdirst opinion says that the Makky verses are the vetsss
revealed in the city of Mecca and Madany versedteeserses that were
revealed in Medina. Theecondview states that Makky verses is a form of
dialogue to the residents of Mecca and Madany geisea dialogue to
residents of Medina. However, most scholars areertikely hold on the
third term, namely the Makky verses is derived priothe hijrah even
tough revealed outside Mecca, while Madany verse¢hes verse that
revealed after thkijrah even tough revealed at Mecca.

The advantage of the last definition compared \thih other two
definitions is the inclusion for all verses of TQe&r’an in this term. If we
took the aspect of time, every verse in the Qutlzat revealed before
hijrah are Makky, otherwise, every verse that revealadr &fjrah are
Madany. So that there are no any verses that sredwby this inclusion.

However, the time of revelation before thigah, starting from the
first revelation until thehijrah of the Prophet are spanned 12 years 5
months 13 days. While the revelation of the Qur&arting from after the
hijrah until the final revelation was 9 years 9 monthda®s. Thus he has

® Jalaluddin Al-SuyutyQOp. Cit, p. 54. Statement from Abu al-Qasim is widely @itgy
various parties that conduct studies on Makky asdiahy.



47

the task of the apostolic period, when the caltahastarted from before
thehijrah to Medina, for approximately 22 years 2 monthsiags.*°

However, for Subhi al-Salih, although the classtfion between
Makky and Madany by considering on the time is mbkely to be
selected and can include all the verses and clsapt¢he Qur'an, when it
conducted an analysis, it does not mean do noticdemthe issue of place
the theme of conversation, and the addressee lofdia khit}a>b).*

Makky and Madany science have its own concept @ir tstudy.
The issues discussed therein-included definititagstfication, methods or
means used to identify and determine its categbeyterminology of the
Makky and Madany chapters and verses, characteastiriterion, and the
benefits of knowing Makky and Madany verses or i@ The object of
study in this science is the entire chapter andsénses of the Qur'an from
the beginning of revelation until the final revedat Thus Makky and
Madany science presupposes knowledge of histodiatd as well as the
chronology of revelation T@rti>b al-Nuzu>l Al-Wahy from the first
revelation until the final verse(s) revealed togtret Mohammad? In the
meantime, one of the results of Makky and Madarngmgidic studies is to
provide information about the category of verseshapters. The category
is used to classify whether or not a chapter osevés considered Makky
or Madany.

The definition that mostly used by scholars is thWakky and
Madany science is a science which deals with stiageverse or a chapter

in the Qur'an, concerning the time and place éigenled, whether or not a

% Muchatab HamzalStudi Al-Quran KomprehenshifVonosobo: Gema Media, 2003,

p. 72. Lihat juga dalam K.H.Munawar ChaKlelengkapan Tarikh Nabi Muhammad Salakarta:
Gema Insani, 2006, p. 407

1 Dr. Subhi Al-Shalih, Membahaslimu-imu Al-Quran , Trans. Pustaka Firdaus

team,Jakarta: Pustaka Firdaus, 1985, p. 208

2 There were some reviewers of Makky and Madanynseievho also discuss the

problem of the chronology of revelation of the @uit verses at the same time even by showing
the phasesnfarhalal) of each. See Prof. Drs. H. Masjfuk Zuhdgngantar limu-ilmu Al-Qur'an
Surabaya: Karya Abditama, 1997, p. 76-170.



48

chapter and a verse is included in Makky or Maddyyusing particular
method or approach.

Not only limited to such identification, this sce@neven elaborates
all verses in the Qur'an in 14 categories. Thegoaies are: 1) What was
revealed in Mecca, 2) What was revealed in MedB)aControversial
verses and chapters, 4) Makky verse(s) in Madampteh, 5) Madany
verse(s) in Makky chapters, 6) Verse(s) which reagan Mecca but the
rule was in Medina, 7) Verse(s) which revealed iediha but the rule was
in Mecca, 8) What had similarities with what hadealed at Mecca, 9)
What had similarities with what had revealed at Mad10) What were
brought from Mecca to Medina, 11) What were brougbin Medina to
Mecca, 12) What were revealed at night and day\WBat were revealed
in winter and summer, 14) What were revealed oideese time and on
travelling time**

From the explained definitions above, the writauldaconclude the
definition of Makky and Madany as a science thatdss about the status
of Qur’anic verses and chapters in relation with time, the place, and the
addressee (interlocutor) either as Makky or Madasigig certain method.

Makky and Madany science is also as knowledge @fséquence
of time (chronology) about the revelation of vemsechapter, the certainty
of the place, the classification of the theme, thredtarget that:

Makky and Madany science nearly overlagsba>b Al-Nuzu>|
science. However, the science of the latter onler® specific problems
concerning verse(s) related to individual or so@sknts, and do not

include detail of parts of the Qur'an which wagmlly revealed for no

3 Dr. Subhi al-ShalihQp. Cit, p. 207-208.
14 Khalil Manna’ Al-QattanMabahits fi Ulu>m al-Qur'a>n Riyadh: Mansyurat al-Ashr

al-Hadith, 1973, p. 54

5 Ysually reviewers of Makky and Madany e.g. daldin Al-Suyuty, always said all

the Makky and Madany verses and chapters at theottite discussion. There also some who

provide various information like disputed versed ahapters by many. They listed the verses and
chapters in accordance with the existing order @huscripts and in accordance with the

chronology of revelation of the Qur'an graduallgeSalaluddin Al-Suyuty)p. Cit.,p. 62-71
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reason whatsoever. Different from Makky and Madaaignce that really
needs the knowledge of the entire verses and afsapitéhe Qur'an.

It is difficult to determine when this term is filss appeared in the
discussion among Muslims. What was agreed updmaisthe study of the
Makky and Madany is important to set the trend efaming related to the
context of the beginning and the end of the Quiiara dialogue with
social reality and human culture at the time angravide solutions in
case of a controversial meaning among Muslim scbplbecause the
solution was existential and casuistic, then thieit®m also contains a
temporary and limited meaning than what are needofgedhe human

dynamics.

2. Method of Identification

A great attention and care had been given by thepgaaions for
the Qur'an relating with the problems of versesptbathat had been
revealed to the Prophet. They put chapters inrordaccordance with the
place of revelation. They say, for exampl@&his chapter was revealed
after that chapter even more carefully that they distinguish betwedat
was revealed at night and in daytime, what wasaledein summer and in
winter, and what was revealed on residence timeoartdavelling time®

In this context, we can find some signs or instamg about the
Companions, that they were very careful concerniregplace, time and
target of the conversatiokHit}a>b) of certain verses. They could show
the time and place where a verse was revealedr Taeiion was a strong

foundation in Islamic historiography.

18 |n this context, Jalaluddin al-Suyuty discussed explained in detail about the places
and time of the revelation. Jalaluddin Al-Suyu®p. Cit.,p. 85-105.

7 please note that we can find in the expressiauch friends of RA Ali, Ibn Abbas and
Ibn Mas'ud, who guarantee the authenticity of the'@® with detailed knowledge about the place
and time of revelation of the Qur'an. Drs. Kaharshiar,op. cit., p. 66. See also. Prof. Dr. Tengku
Muhammad Hasbi Al-SiddigiyJmu-ilmu Al-Qur'an Semarang: Pustaka Rizqi Putra, 2002, p. 75-
76.



50

One of the difficulties for a reader of the Quriarthe general lack
of chronology in the sequence of its chapters. Mahthe chapters are
mixtures of verses from Muhammad’s years of preagim Mecca and his
years as leader of the Muslim community in Mediflae shorter chapters
generally come from the Meccan period and the Iobngeses of the later
chapters from the Medinan period.

In distinguishing Makky and Madany chapters, mastigwers
relied, at first, orriwa>yah (narrations) anél-Nus}u>s} al-Naglywhich
tells about verses or chapter, or which shows @ntime or place of
revelation, and also relied on events that are#uses of the revelation of
the Qur'an. The further step undertaken by theevesti in distinguishing
Makky and Madany was using classical methods, natoglidentifying
characteristics of Makky and Madany chapters, dwed tclassify them so
the different between Makky and Madany chaptexgsible '®

Thus formed two methods to identify Makky and Maglaerses:
Firstly, deduction, namely the method that based onddée>l nagli,
which is often callegsima>'iy method.Secondlyjnduction (stinba>t}y),
namely the method that based on rational arguménts.

The adherents of deductive relied their method rove>yah
(narrations) nas}s}and events that give instructions and tell theptdra
and verses, so that in this way can be known argkseor chapter Makky
Madany?® While the adherents of induction method relies e

18 Dr.Dawud Al-‘Aththar,Mujaz Ulu>m al-Qur'a>n trans. Afif Muhammad and Ahsin
Muhammad into IndonesiBrespektif Baru Ulu>m al-Qur'a>nBandung: Pustaka Al-Hidayah,
1994, p. 141

19 Al-Jabari as quoted by Jalaluddin Al-Suyuty sdidihere are two ways to be able
knowing the Makky and Madany verses or chaptem)atyg, Sima'iy and QiyasyJalaluddin Al-
Suyuty,Op, Cit., p. 82

In this case, al-Qadi Abu Bakr al-Bagilaniy in tisok of Al-Intishar, as quoted by
Jalaluddin Al-Suyuty, giving a very clear statemdrie statement is:

“Knowledge about Makky and Madany is entirely based memorization of the
Companions and Tabi'in. Therefore, there is no arfgrmation that comes from the
Prophet, on this matter, and the Prophet was nsirircted in this matter, because during
his lifetime he was never recorded or codifieddifference between Makky and Madany.
God Almighty did not make this knowledge as angakibn for each of His servants to
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characteristics of which they knew fromslu>b (layout and style of
language) andmaudhu> ' (theme) of chapter or verses, and then
distinguish between them based on their individitrpretation.

The most appropriate method to distinguish betwaedfakky and
Madany, as proposed by Dawud Al-Attar, is to coreltime two methods.
Through the merger, it would be concluded scierdlfy more objective
and avoid hesitation and conjecture. Deductive otkik relatively weak
in distinguishing many Makky chapters and versecabse Makky
chapters and verses has no important eventasigd}which could help
differentiate it from Madany chapter and versese Pentiful historical
data in our hands in the form of sayings of the @anions and Successors
(ta>bi'u>n) was not enough and not final. Meanwhile, induttinethod
(istinba>t}y) is a method of analogy, where the characterisbicshe
induced verses are only in a “strong possibilitghhd not a special
certainty for Makky and Madany verses. Thereforeeré will be
corroboration from each other by combining bothhods®*

The general practice of classifying entire chaptargither Meccan
or Medinan has caused some difficulties in detemmginvhen a particular
verse was revealed. Some Muslim scholars have steghthat verses can
be identified by considering certain stylistic igas as well as their
content. Elements for consideration include thegtlerof the verse, the
nature of the issues dealt with, the language tsestldress people, the
type of people mentioned (such as Jews, Christratigjous hypocrites or
pagans), and the events referred to.

The terms Makky and Madany as such could only lpdiegp fully
on the Quranic verses and cannot be applied onhigpters, because in

know. Although this science has also become alitialior some scholars to know and
understand in detail about the history of Nasikld &tansukh. Therefore, it is understood
that science Makkiy and Madaniy have no assess(nash) or a word from the Prophet
of God”

Jalaluddin Al-SuyutyQp, Cit., p. 56.
2 Dr.Dawud Al-‘Aththar,Op. Cit.,p. 141
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chapter not all verses are directly revealed aedram the first verse until
the very end.

In fact, that in a chapter, the entire verses werterevealed at the
same time. A chapter is sometimes revealed pastiatid later revelations
are part of the chapter. This is a lot happeninghapters of the Qur'an,
either in long-chaptergal-sjuwa>r al-t}iwa>l) or in short-chaptergal-
sluwa>r al-gis}a>r). Al-'Alag, for example. The number of verses in this
chapter is 19 verses. This chapter is includedhas shapter. Some verses
in this chapter, namely the first until five weevealed at the time of the
Prophet was received the first revelation in theeaaf Hira in Mecca. But,
subsequent revelations until the last of thesetehapvere revealed during
the Prophet’s mission has been widespread amongQimaysh and
Quraysh’s insult against the Propfet.

The definition of Makky and Madany chapters isldittifferent
from Makky and Madany verses, because sometimeascimapter, all the
verses including are Makky like Al-Muddaththir. Thes also a chapter
which all the verses are included Madany, such lagnkan. In addition,
there is also a chapter in which not all versesiactuded Makky or
Madany, i.e. most are Makky verses and some otrerdladany, such as
al-A'raf. Otherwise, most verses in a chapter duiled Madany and
others are Makky like Al-Hajf®

Furthermore, if all verses in a chapter are inatldéakky, the
chapter is called Makky chapter. On the contrdrglliverses in a chapter
are included Madany, the chapter is called Maddmpter. However, if
all verses in a chapter are not included Makky cadihy, then the
scholars determine it by using two ways:

2 pDr. Wahbah Al-Zuhailygt. al, Al-Mausu’ah Al-Qur'an’iyyah Al-MuyassaratBeirut:

Dar Al-Fikr, 2004, p. 599

2 All the verses of Al-A'raf are Makky except vers83 is Madany, another opinion that

says verse 172 also includes Madany. All the veo$ed-Hajj are Madany except verse 52 to 55
are Makky. Usually they said “this chapter is Maglaxcept for this verse and this." In this
context, Jalaluddin al-Suyuty explained these diffiees. Jalaluddin Al-Suyut@p, Cit., p. 64
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Firstly, based on the most verses. When the most verst#sin
chapter are included Makky, the chapter is callekhky. Otherwise, if the
most verses in the chapter are included Madany,cttepter is called
Madany.

Secondlypased on the opening or the beginning of the sarsa
chapter. When a chapter, some of which becamepéring verses of the
chapter is included Makky, the chapter is calledkkja although the next
verses are either Madany or Makky. Conversely, wlehapter, some of
which became the opening verses of the chaptercladed Madany, the
chapter is called Madany, although the next veseseither Madany or
Makky.>*

3. Characteristics of Makky and Madany Verses and Chafers

The attentions given by scholars Makky and Madagrges are in
very deep. It can be seen from the results of rekehaat has been done.
The research intended not only to determine thestaerses or chapters in
either Makky or Madany. More than that, the schokso have examined
carefully the characteristics and features conthimeeach Makky and
Madany chapters or verses. These characterisgcsitirer in the form of
style, theme of a verse or chapter, the use of syood the existing
provisions in their respective Makky and Madanypthes and verses.

The early Makky chapters concentrate on issues rthegt have
made a striking impression on Muhammad, such adaittie of faith his
audience showed in his message, the judgment te,camna the destiny of
all humanity to end up in either heaven or hell.these early verses,
Muhammad communicates messages in his role as senseat to call his
people to the right path and to warn them aboupti@shments awaiting
(evil-doers). Thnama> anta mundzi=r(Verily you are but a warner) (Al-

Nazi'at [79] : 45) is the address found in varidolsns in these verses (see

2 Muhammad Abdul Adzim Al-ZarganiyManahil Al-‘Irfan fi Ulu>m al-Qur'a>n,
Beirut: Dar Al-Kutub Al-Alamiyah, 1988, p. 201-203.
% Al-Qattan,op. cit, p. 88
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also chapters Al-Muddaththir [74] : 2 and AI-A’I&7] : 9). The contrast
and indeed conflict between pagan Arab religion #uedabsolute unity of
God, betweenja>hiliyyah (ignorance) and Islam, betweeshirk and
tawhi>d, only come out explicitly in the later Makky chep. Allah, the
name for God, only begins to appear with regulantyhese later Makky
chapters as well, with the rather impersoakRabb (the Lord) being
generally used in the very earliest chapters. Inhafomad’'s earliest
preaching, the warning about the Day of Judgmentmisch more
frequently mentioned than the issue of the unitysofl, and it was these
revelations about the afterlife that his oppondaitierly criticized during
the first twelve years.

A contrast is often made between the mainly praplostaracter of
the Makky chapters and the legalistic style of moftthe Madany
chapters, and the earlier chapters are sometingasded as more moving
and personal than those that come later. Of cotineeProphet was in a
different position earlier on, surrounded by enem@nd with few
supporters, and with little scope to turn the mgesato actuality, whereas
in Medina he could establish a political authortyd organize the city
along the line specified by God.

One of the contrasts between the two periods istifie of address,
which is much more personal earlier on and impastater. The Makky
verses usually speak to Muhammad himself for topjgegenerally, the
Madany verses are often addressed to Muhammad®ntis with the
introduction) “Ya ayyuhalladzi>na a>manu> What follows is often
about law, which is of its nature impersonal, ahd laws of Islam are
found mainly in the verses dating from Muhammadsiqd in Medina. It
is found in Madany verses details on campaignsfismations, customs,
contracts (Al-Bagarah [2] : 282) and behavior, #elition of usury (Al-
Bagarah [2] : 278), the laws of inheritance (Al-&ig4] : 11-12), the
prohibited degrees of relationship (Al-Nisa’ [4]23), the property of
orphans (Al-Nisa’ [4] : 6-10), the prohibitions arine and gambling (Al-
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Ma’idah [5] : 93-94), comments on public eventsitesnents of policy,
criticism of those who did not see eye to eye \lid Prophet (mainly the
Jews), and some detail about his domestic problémow, he resolved
them, and so on.

The scholars ofafsi>r, after having made a thorough investigation
into the Makky and Madany chapters, have come ugh i set of
characteristics that tell right off if a chapteMakky or Madany. Some of
these characteristics are recognized as univeuses while others hold
good most of the time. The universal rules areole\fis:

a. Every Surah in which the wordkélla>" (never) appears is Makky.
This word has been used 33 times in 15 chaptetsalirthese verses
are in the last half of the noble Quran.

b. Every chapter in which (according to the Hanafiyy#tere appears a
verse ofSajdahis Makky.

c. Every chapter, with the exception of al-Bagarahwhich the story of
Adam andbli>s finds mention, is Makky.

d. Every chapter in which a permission of jihad or esatiption of its
injunctions has been given is Madany.

e. Every verse which mentions the hypocrites is Madany

The following characteristics are general and nydsdquent, that
is, sometimes, the contrary may happen, but usaaktymostly it follows
the said pattern:

f. In Makky chapter, generally, the form of addressduss ‘ya
ayyuhanna>% (0 people), and in Madany chapter it isya“
ayyuhalladzi>n& (0 believers).

a. The Makky verses and chapters are generally siharbaef while the
Madany verses and chapters are long and detailed.

b. The Makky chapter mostly consist of subjects sush @neness of
Allah, Prophet hood, affirmation of the Hereafté#re panorama of the
Resurrection, words of comfort for the Holy Propaetl events relating

to the past communities. And in these, the numlbenjonctions and
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laws taken up is much less as compared with thealhadchapters
where family and social laws, injunctions of jihadd expositions of
limits and duties appear frequently.

c. In Makky chapter, most of the confrontation is agaidolaters while in
Madany chapter it is against the people of the Baudk the hypocrites.

d. The style of Makky chapter is more majestic. It h@asfusion of
metaphors, similes and allegories, and the vocapulsed is extensive.
Contrary to this, the style of the Madany chaptercomparatively
simple.

The following is an example of one of the earliesimplete
Meccan chapters, which reminds the reader of thmsempuences of the
paths people choose in their lives, and stressed'sGguidance and
warning:
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By the enshrouding night, by the radiant day, by theation of

male and female! The ways you take differ greditere is the one
who gives, who is mindful of God, who testifieg@odness — We
shall smooth his way towards ease. There is thendzeis miserly,

who is self-satisfied, who denies goodness — Wi sihaoth his

way towards hardship and his wealth will not heimtas he falls.

Our part is to provide guidance — this world ane thext belong to
Us — so | warn you about the raging Fire, in whiohne but the
most wicked will burn, who denied [the truth], angned away.

The most pious will be spared this — who givesaaalth away as
self-purification, not to return a favour to anyobat for the sake
of his Lord the Most High — and he will be wellgged.

An example of a typically Medinan text is as fol&w
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You who believe, fasting is prescribed for youit agas prescribed
for those before you, so that you may be mindf@ad. Fast for a
specific number of days, but if one of you isoitlpn a journey, on
other days later. For those who can fast only wéktreme
difficulty, there is a way to compensate — feeckedy person. But
if anyone does good of his own accord, it is beftterhim, and
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fasting is better for you, if only you knew. It wasthe month of
Ramadan that the Qur'an was revealed as guidance fo
humankind, clear messages giving guidance and idguishing
between right and wrong. So any one of you whaaesemt that
month should fast, and anyone who is ill or on arpey should
make up for the lost days by fasting on other datgs. God wants
ease for you, not hardship. He wants you to corepligte
prescribed period and to glorify Him for having dad you, so that
you may be thankful.

This difference in the style of Makky and Madanwpter initially
owes its origin to a variety of conditions, circuargees and addressees.
Muslims had to deal mostly with the idolaters ofabia during their
Makky life. No Islamic state was born yet. Therefoduring this period,
more emphasis was laid on the correction of belreferm of morals, and
logical refutation of the idolaters and the miraaid nature of the noble
Qur'an. Contrary to this, an Islamic state hadnrise the Holy city of
Medina. People were rushing into the fold of Islagmpup after group.
Idolatry stood refuted intellectually. The ideologii confrontation was
now wholly against the people of the Book. Therefagreater attention
was paid to education in injunctions, laws, limaisd duties, and on the
refutation of the people of the Book. The style dd matched these
objectives?®

Characteristics and features contained in Makky afatdany
verses and chapters already described are sone @htracteristics and
traits in general but not certain. If those charastics are generally
applied in a chapter, then it does not mean tHathal verses are either
Makky or Madany. Because, sometimes there is arepdian that in
Madany chapters there are Makky verses, and viave

On the other hand, sometimes partially verses @ptehns are

included Madany, but therein will be found some kgalstyle in the

% Khalil Manna’ Al-QattanOp. Cit, p. 63-64.
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chapter’” On the contrary, some characteristics that apglieMadany
chapter can be found in the Makky chapter.

Meanwhile, it is said that among the privilegesMidikky verses
and chapters is a short and shallow form of expesswvhile at the
Madany verses and chapters used long form of esipresThen it does
not mean that all Makky and Madany are as sucld retpiaracterization.
This chapter consists of three verses. Al-Zalzadahlso included a short
chapter, consisting of eight verses, and Al-Bayytimat consists of eight
verses. But all of them are included in Madany t&iE On the other
hand, Al-An‘am and Al-'Araf are included in Makklyapters whereas both
chapters are very long and the verses in it arg too.

The Quran dealt with a variety of subjects ovepegiod of more
than two decades. It is natural that it should caméave considerable
stylistic variety. Still, in a certain sense, ther@n is marked by a unity of
content and style that admits of taking a synclorapiproach, especially in
a study like the present. First, historically aslivees theologically, the
Qur’anic revelation was mediated through a singtgvidual, Muhammad.
Second, it is generally agreed that the compiladiotihe Qur’anic text was
finished, or nearly finished, in a short periodiafe - within Muhammad's
lifetime, according to some authorities. On these tounts, the Quran
comes to possess a unity that would justify takihg Quran in its
finished form as the starting point of a literaryestigation. To the
argument that the Makky-Madany division of the @uit chapters calls
for a diachronic approach since the Makky chaptensealed from 610 to
622) are more poetical and rhetorical and the Mpd&22-632) more

27 For example Al-Bagarah. This chapter is Madany ibaide there is verse 21 that

reads:
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2 For example Al-Hajj. This chapter is Makky butigtesthere is verse 77 that reads:
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discursive and matter-of-fact, one could reply byiisg that many literary
devices (such as ellipsis) are as characteristih®fMadany chapters as
they are of the Makky.

C. The Urgencies and Chances of Review

One of the benefits of studying Makky and Madangmsce is to know
the chronology Qur’anic texts. For example, intielato ethico-legal issues,
the chronology of Qur'anic texts is important besmwseveral instructions
given to the Muslim community earlier in the Prophemission were
modified by later revelations. Consequently, if kad some of the Quran’s
instructions on the same issue without being awéateeir chronology, they
may appear to be in conflict. For instance, in¢hse of the consumption of
wine, the Quran seems to give three differentruddtons:firstly, there is

some benefit and some sin in its consumption (Ad@ah [2] : 219);

secondly if one is intoxicated one should avoid prayer-fi¢a” : 43); and

thirdly, a believer must not consume wine at all (Al-Mafhid 90-91). Unless
one is aware of the chronological order of thestrutions it is difficult to
determine which should be given priority over, ¢wogld supersede, the
others. Such considerations led early Muslims szulis the chronology of
the Qur’anic texts and the impact it had on thetieripretation.

Here are among the advantage of knowing the histbmgvelation,
which belong to the category of al-Makky and al-ldayl.

a. Strengthening the belief that the Qur’an is thedsasf Allah that contains
miracles. It was gradually revealed have a dialogille the first recipient
of all humankind in various events, situations amshditions, day and
night, in conditions of war and peaceful. Everydithe unit of revelation
was revealed, then the Prophet SAW said the temoit the Qur'an, “Put
this verses after that verses this chapter’. Thesprocesses went on so
that the Quran is so neatly arranged and intereotead without any
contradiction between one parts to another.
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b. Make it easier to understand the contents of the&’aQuand be an
invaluable tool in interpreting the Qur'an, becalseknowing where,
when and in what units the event of revelation veagaled, would appear
its purpose, its content of law and its meaning.

c. By knowing the parameters and specifics of eachkyland Madany will
easily understand the main theme of each chapién, which it would
also appear the meaning of the verses.

d. Absorbing up the language style of the Qur'an aselitias the method of
al-Da’'wah al-Isla>miyah because each situation has its own language and
style expression. Noting what is desired by theasibn of revelation is the
most special in the sense of rhetoric. Makky andl&fg language style in
Al-Quran also provided to those who are studying rmhethod oDa’'wah
in accordance with the psychology of the opponesigaking and
mastering the mind of the opponents, and mastevirag theDa>'i had in
him/her with great wisdom.

e. Knowledge about Madany and Makky can provide béneélated to the
legal decision. For example, to distinguish betwedngayyad and
Mut}lag % and easily distinguish which oneN&>sikh and which one is
Mansu>kh So that what are classified as Makky Btansu>khbecause
they were revealed earlier, and that what are ifledsas Madany is
Na>sikhbecause they were revealed later.

f. Through this science, we could know the gradualcgse of Islamic
shari>'ah so that it can easily be carried out, wherebyhd Qur'an is
revealed at the same time will undoubtedly beconvers heavy burden
and difficult to be carried out.

g. Understanding the history of the Prophet travebulgh the verses of the
Quran. From part of the Qur'an that were revealedng Mecca period,
the missionary journey of the apostle will be ithased at the time before
the hijrah to Medina, and part of the Quran that were reséah Medina

2 Abdul Mun'im Al-Namr, Ulu>m al-Qura>n Al-Karim, Kairo : Dar Al-Kutub Al-
Mishriy, 1983, p. 79
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the Prophet would illustrate the preaching of Iskfterhijrah. From both
illustrations, the lessons contained are so beakfiespecially on how the
Prophet’ method in spreadidrDa’wah al-Isla>miyah

h. Strengthening the faith of the truth of the Quriaithout any doubt in it,
because through Makky and Madany science wouldvider’t how the
companions appear to really maintain the authépntiand safety of
deviations.

Discourse on Makky-Madany, as part@diu>m al-Qur'a>n studies,
need some attentions because of the emergencansfdrmed perspective in
Qur'anic Studies. The established study in somergxappeared lack of
importance and irrelevant compared to the interetsuman beings today.
This is where most of the contemporary discourshevmeneutics to take a
foothold.

The contemporary discourse of interpretation of Ghe’anic text has
established various trends in accordance with ifo@ateon and condition of
the interpreter, and social, cultural and politibackground that surrounded
him/her. There is double movementmodel of Fazlur Rahmai?, human
liberation model of Hassan Hanafipluralism and liberation model of Farid
Esack’? feminism model of Amina Wadul},or what so-called humanistic
hermeneutics model by Nasr Hamid Abu Z&%d.

The important issue that appears behind the egistimtroversies, for
reasons of incomplete supporting historical dath fafl of controversy?>° is

% See Fazlur Rahmarslam and Modernity: Transformation of Intellectu@tadition
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1985-p.

¥Hassan HanafDirasah IslamiyyahKairo: Maktabah Anglo-Misriyah, 1981, p. 74.

%2Farid EsackQur'an Liberation and PluralisnDxford: OneWorld Publication, 1997.

#Amina Wadud MuhsinQur'an and WomenKuala Lumpur: Fajar Bakti SDN. BHD.,
1992.

#Nasr Hamid Abu ZaydRethinking the Qur'an: Toward a Humanistic Hermetiesu
Amsterdam : SWP Publishers, 2004, p.

#Just an example the controversy concerning the eseguof Makky and Madany
chapters is between Ibn 'Abba s in one side andiMidh and al-Husein on the other side. Ibn
Abbas record the sequence of 10 initial Makky ceeptal-'Alag, al-Qalam, Al-Muzzammil, al-
Muddatstsir, al-Lahab, al-Takwir, al-A'la, al-Ladl-Fajr, and al-Dhuha. Similarly with the version
of ‘Ikrimah and al-Husein. While Ibn' Abbas recotite sequence of 10 initial Madany: al-
Bagarah, al-Anfal, ‘Ali Imran, al-Ahzab, al-Mumtateh, al-Nisa’, al-Zalzalah, al-Hadid,
Muhammad and al-Ra'd. But the sequence of 10 lilitedanyala 'lkrimah and al-Husein is al-
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how the Muslims today can capture the momentum akkyt and Madar¥}
as a standard fact of past Muslim scholarship rlead to review its benefit
aspects for Qur'anic studies both in the history stdndardization and
bookkeeping as well as the contents of the Qurtsaifiso that the Muslims
do not dwell just in the unproductive controverbyt what is obtainable in
terms of the practical aspects of the functionhefrtevelation of the Quran as
a guidance for mankind, then and now.

The study of Makky-Madany in contemporary discourddferent
from the past study, is guided and directed towvtlaedsearch for the universal
and principal meanings more than to see the litarak. Some kinds of effort,
though partly contradicts to the conventional amaditional concepts, is how
seen more favorable because the latter functicemline notion of Makky-
Madany’s concept more clearly, to make Qur'anic dgoce explicit
especially for Muslims and generally for human peimnd more compatible
with the current situation which endorses humahtrand equality of human
beings without any discriminations. Some breakirgyvl principles are

needed to be introduced to sustain these endeavors.

Mutaffifin, al-Bagarah, Ali ‘Imran, al-Anfal, al-Abab, al-Ma’idah, al-Mumtahanah, an-Nisa’, al-
Zalzalah, and al-Hadid. See Jalaluddin Al-Suy@p, Cit., p. 11. Also compare with a very good
description of Taufik Adnan AmaRekonstruksi Sejarah al-Qur'aivogyakarta: FKBA, 2001, p.
85-105.

%The currentMushafhave undergone standardization process as welb@agnzingly
been accepted as a copy of the official canonuding its classification into Makky and Madany.
Badruddih al-Zarkashy,al-Burhan fi ‘Ulu>m al-Qur'a>n, (Cairo: ‘Isa al-Baby al-Halaby wa
Syurakah, 1972), Vol. I, p. 191.



