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CHAPTER I
SAB'ATU AHIRUF AND SCIENCE OF QIRA’AT

A. Qur'an Was Revealed In Sever [uraf (Sab’atu Ahtruf)
1. Sab'atu AhJruf In HlJadth Literature

There are manflladith told that al-Qur'an was revealed
in severhurif (sab’atu ahlruf)." Some of them are below:
1)H[ladith narrated by Bukiri and Muslim
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2)H[Jadith narrated by Abu Bwid
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! According to Dr. Abdul Shabur Syahin, there arehésith in manysanad
about that. 38sanad are silahiJihi] and others ar@(1Z'if. The number ofsahabat
wrapped around narration of thdsadth is 15 persons. While according toaladidin al-
Suyut i, they are around 21 persons. MostUthma agree thoséadth are mutawatir.
Abu Ubaid al-Qasim Ibn Salam also told the samaiopi See Abdul Shabur Syahin,
Tarikh al-Qur'an, (Egypt: Carul Qalam, tth), p. 25, see also Hasanuddin dy-¢it, p. 97

2 Aba ‘Abdillah Muh'lammad bin Is@i1l Al-Bukhari, S Jah 1th(] Al-Bukhiri,
vol. lll, (Beirut: Darul Fikr, 1981), p. 227. See also Al-Muslim Bin Khjjaj An-
Naisaliry, ST 1ahi1zh Al-Muslim,vol. | (Beirut: Darul Fikr, 1981), p. 561
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4)H[Jadith narrated by At-Tirmidz
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® Abi Dawiad Sulainan bin Al-Ash'ath Al-Sajginy, Sunan Abi Dwid |, vol. |
(Beirut: Darul Fikr, tth) , p. 331
4 Sunan An-Naz, vol. I, (Beirut: Carul Fikr, tth), p. 162-163
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5)Hadth narrated by Ahmad bin Hanbal
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®> Sunan Al-Tirmidzivol. IV, (Beirut: Darul Fikr, tth), p. 433
® Musnad Ahmad bin Hanbal (Beirut: Darul Fikr, tth), vol. V, p. 41. See alpo
114, 124 and 132
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Those hijadith distinctly expressed how formerly
prophet's friends very carefully to take care Alr@u with its
reading that they received or hear from prophet RBU

Base on thosal Jadith, so the writer can conclude as

bellow:
1) Al-Qur'an was sent down in sevéniuraf (sab’atu ahlruf)
2) Firstly Al-Qur'an was just onflJuraf
3)Al-Quran was sent down in sevdm uraf after prophet
Muhammad PBUH prays to Allah for relief of mankind.

2. Definition of Sab’atu Ah iruf
Before going to explain whagab’atu ahiruf is, the

writer would like to tell about what i and —-

etymologically first as bellow:

Actually the word of ~.." is for female andz~.." is for

male from the cardinal number. And this is the esag
obviously, means the number between six and efigén it is
called female seven and male sels Allah says in Qur'an:

‘Then, some would say they were three, and they do
was the fourth, and some would say five, and ttdeg
the sixth. They only made wild guesses, and sortheiof
said that they were seven and their dog was that'élg

" ‘Abdurrahnan bin Ibahim Al-MatCradi, Al-AhCraf Al-Qur'aniyyah Al-
Sab’ah,(Riyad(]: Daru ‘Alim Al-Kutub, 1991), #'ed., p. 11
® Sirah al-Kahfi: 22
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In other verse He says:
‘With seven gates leading into it, each gate rangivts
share of wrongdoers’.

Moreover Allah says in Qur'an:

‘And one day the King of Egypt said to his coutthave
dreamed seven fat cows being eaten up by seven lean
cows and seven green spikes of wheat and (sewgrf dr

"

As the word"«.." is used tomuhilaghah to multiply

something rare. And also both the wdrg..." and"sL~.." as

both were expressed and meant to something muchheso

word "ss~." IS for mulkilaghahin tens. And the wordstes."

Is for mukzlaghahin hundreds as the figure of speech.

And the word of'<~1" is plural from"—~" which is

from everything means its tip, its edge, its sidd #s extreme
limit. In language,hilarf has many usages. Those are as
bellow:"
1) Etymologically the wordhllarf means dialect or
language, for exampl&uraish dialect andrhaqif.
2) HJarf means side, for example in Prophet
Muhammad'’s words about Khidr and Musa story:
“then the sparrow came, he fell in side of the boat
down. Then he bitted it once and twice one the sea.

KhidUir told ‘O Musa, the lack of my science and

® Sirah al-Hoijr: 44
1% sarah Yasuf: 43
1 Abdurrahniin bin Ibihim Al-Mat(ridi, op.cit, p. 9
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yours with Allah’s science was like once of thisdbi
biting on the sea”.

3) It's meant one ofjira’ at version. Such as: the reading
of Ibnu Mastid.

4) It means camel as the poetry bellow:
”J-;lf“ glagd Bl Lgass H Lomgs o Lbjj LA;;’-T JJ}"

The top of mountain was also mehntarf
5) It's meant one of meaning forms. and this is what
meangh( arf in thishlladith:

"Gl d e 0N S5
Means Qur’an was revealed in seven meanings. As it
also means hesitate like Allah said:
"G e e e P !

6) It means verse. as what Ibnu Mak'narrated from
Prophet Muhammad:

7) It's meant Arabic letterdhfja’). Such as;, <, <, etc.

Those are the meaning and some usages of the word
sab’andhllarf, although some of those meaning there relation
with other.But what does actually meanssab’atu ahiruf in
some hiJadith as the writer told aboveAnd these matters

which will be talk more bellow.
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3. Interpretation of Sab’atu Ah Jruf

After knowing etymological understanding of the dor
sab’ and hilarf, the writer will talk more about its
terminological perspective. There were some ingtgtions of
sevenhlJuraf (sab’atu ahiruf) which were being different
opinions among scholars. Ibnu Hayyan said thatetlaee 35
opinions about the meaning sfb’atu ah!ruf.*” But to be
shorten, here the writer tells some opinions wlailchost close
to the right. Those ar&?

1) Those seveh(lurif are seven kinds of Arabic language. It
means al-Qur'an was revealed in 7 Arabic languagasit
just has one meaning. Then they have differentiopim
determining those languages. Some who tell those
languages areQuraish, Hudzail, Thqif, Hawazin,
Kingnah, Tanim and Yaman But according to Ab
Hilatim As-Sijistani, those languages ar@uraish,
Hudzail Tanim, Azad, RabBah, Hawazinand Sa’ad bin
Bakar. There is more opinion about it.

2) Those sevenhljuraf are seven languages of Arabic,
because those seven Arabic are the most fluente#ns
whole words in Qur'an include only 7 Arabic langeag

Those are the most fluent in Arab although most ume

12 Al-Suyut i said that is not more than forty interpretatioBse Jaluddin Al-
Suyuti, Al-ltgan fi Ulam Al-Quran, vol. I, (Beirut: Carul Fikr, 1979), p. 45 and
Muhammad Abdul Aziim Al-Zarcgni, Manzhil Al- 'lIrfan F Ulam Al-Qur'an,vol. 1,
(Beirut: Darul Fikr: 1988), p. 49

13 See Jaluddin Al-Suyuti, op.cit, p. 47, Mana’ Qatt]an, op.cit, p. 158-161
and Ibnu Al-Jazri, Al-Nashr fi Al-Qiwi’ at Al-‘Ashr, (Beirut: Carul Kutub Al-Alamiyyah,
tth), p. 24
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3)

4)

5)

Quraish, and others areHudzail, Tha¢, Hawazin,
Kinanah, Tanim or Yaman.

This opinion is different from the first one. Besauthis
opinion means 7 huruf spread in eaghah in Qur'an, not

7 different languages but in one meaning.

Those sevemjurif are seven pattern of sentences, those
are: amr (command), nahyu (prohibition), wa'du
(promise), wa'id (threatening), jadal (argumentation),
gasas | (story) andmathal (parable). Or those aramr,
nahyu, hialal, hilaram, muhlkam, mutasypbih and
amtsil.

Those severhljuraf does not mean literally (a number
between six and eight), but that number is jussiga of
perfection thing. So term of seven is a sign th&ua’an
either from language aspect or its structure hakidged
whole Arabic language order and it has high perfect
quality.

A number of seven show many and perfect numeraé uni
where a number of 70 shows the numeral tens and 700
shows hundreds, it does not show a certain nuffiber.

Some ‘ulama said that those sevem luraf are qird’ at
sab’ah But this opinion is weak becausga at is not
only seven, but more than it which will be explaine the

next topic.

14 Jahluddin Al-Suyut i, op.cit, p. 45
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6) Those severnluraf are 7 forms of word or sentence in
Qur'an which contradicted its reading way. Thisnogn
what is suggested by Ibnu Al-J&z Those are:

a. The difference of wowelhiarakat) but it does not

change the meaning and its text, suchasz sin is

read byfathi lah (yahsabu)or kasrah (yah!/sibu).
b. The different in wowel and meaning, but it does not

change its writing text. Such as:
15"“45“0 o o3l

The word of:>1 is read byrafa' or (¢damu)and the word
of Lk is read bynas Jab or (kalimatin) and the word
of »>1 is read bynas Jab or (zdama)and the word of
<" is read byafa' or (kalimatun).

c. The changing of letter and its meaning, but in stawe
such as:{z-15L5).

d. The changing of letter and text but in one mearsogh
as: bl - bl

e. The changing of letter and text but does not chahge

meaning, such asfsti S Ll 10 Ly, Most of

!> Sirah al-Bagarah: 37
'® Sirah al-Nir: 22
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‘ulama read it it (ya'tali) but Abu Ja'far read it/

(yata’allu). Both mean oath.

f.The changing of position, next of former, suct‘ags,
s3,. That is also reaghs, 1sks,.

g. The changing because of addition and conduction of

letter, for example: *8x 2. It is also reads .-

Both are correct.

7) Those severh[Juriaf are the changing pattern which has
seven numbers where some differences of reading way
occurs on itself, those are:
a.The difference of noun in singular for(mufrad) two

forms (muthann) or plural forms(jama’) and also its
position in word as male(mudzakkar) or female

(mu'annath)such as:
19 . - 3 N
05l epdgsy o SULY o ol
It is read with.2LLY in plural, andwsLY in singular.

b. The difference inas’irif al-af”al from fi'il madz, for

example:

W il ey Ly I

" sarah Ali ‘Imr an: 195
'8 Sirah al-Bagarah: 132
19 Sarah al-Mu'mirin: 8
20 Sgrah Saba'; 19
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There are some reading ways toward verse abovee tho

are:

a) L, is readnasab (rabbam@) as mumida mudJaf.
And the wordss\; (ba'id) is as command veri'il
‘amar).?

b) L, is readrafa’ (rabbuni) because omubtad:' and
the word-~, (ba'ad)is as past teng@'il madi17).2

c. The difference in position of sentendgrab), for
example:
23 .
coldS e el il
The word.>1 is readrafa’ or (¢damu)and the worg-LJs”
Is readnas Jab or (kalimatin) according to the reading

(qira'ah) of majority scholar, but according to lbnu

Kathir's reading, the word:>1 is read nas ab or

(adama)and the word-LJs™ is readrafa’ or (kalimatun).

Both are corrects lahth(1).2*
d. The contradiction about addition and conduction of

word, for example:

2LFjil Amar is a command verb

22 Fjil mad7 is a verb which show past time or has been doast (pnse)

2 Sirah al-Bagarah: 37

! Ibnu Al-Hasan Al-QasihSiraj Al-Qari' Al-Mubtadi' (Kairo: Al-Maktabah At-
Tijariyyah Al-Kubra, tth), p. 191.
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25.)L£‘>1\ et 5,4 cur V"£ J&B
The majority of scholar read that verse above wiatho

the word_,~ ashiarf jar®®, but lbnu Kathr read it by

adding the word,- betweens,< andw:£.2’

e. The contradiction about the place, former or next
(tagdm wa ta'klr). This case can occur either in letter

or word, such as:
8 4, e
It is read either L. (yai'asu) or _.L (ya'yasu)both of

them are correét.
f.The contradiction about the changi@idal) either letter

or word like:

Wajs (S pllaall ] Ly
It can be readnunshizuh) w;:s the letter; and firsto
are d.Jammabh. It is also read nanshuruld) \.:s the

letter , and firsto is fath 1ah.*°

%% Sjrah al-Taubah: 100.

8 HOuraf jar is the letter which has function to make noun wWfhigin front of it
becomemajrir. It has to be&asrahif singular,alif tz' kasrahif its noun as female plural
(jama’ muannath&im) andya' nan if its nun as male plurglama’ mudzakar &im).

?'Sha'lan Muhammad Is#iil, op.cit., p. 48, See also Muhammad Arwani Amin,
Faidlu Al- Baralat fi Sab'l al-Qiw'at, vol. Il, (Kudus: Maktabah Mubarakah Thayyibah
2000) p. 4

%8 Sirah al-Ra'd: 31

9 Sha'tan Muhammad Isiil, op.cit,p. 47

¥ |bid. See also Muhammad Arwani Amwyl. |, op.cit, p. 4
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g. The difference in dialectiahjat). Such agafkhim® or
soft targiq®, fathah or imalah®, izilhar or idgham,
hamzator tashi**, etc. for example:

ulis readmalah in *° s o 20T Js

This opinion was explained by Imam &Alal-Fad
ar-Razi.*® Imam Ibnul Jaai, Ibnu Qutaibah and Qaad,
Abt Tllayyib also gave almost same opinion withtAdd-
Fad | ar-Razi. This opinion is also strengthened by Sheikh
Muhammad Bakit Mut( /7'l and Sheikh Muhammad Abdul
Az[1im, both of them are scholar from the latest group
(muta‘akhkhim). ®’

According to the writer opinion, the last opiniasthe
most close to the right because of some reasolmb®
1. It is supported by somkadth of sab’atu ahiruf where
the meaning is same with the interpretation tolovab
2. This opinion has no lackness and weakness whegrsoth
have possibility to refuse it because of its weakne
3. This opinion is research result and deep investigaby

observing the variety ofjira’at and its relation toward

%1 Reading with tight voice

%2 Reading with thin voice

* Imalah etimologically means aslant. According @ra'ah term, it means to
read betweemiathah andkasrohwhile taglil means to read betweésthah andimalah.
SeeCuplikan Risalah llmu Tajwl, Maftuhah (Pati: Nurul Qur'an, tth), p 30

* Tashl means to read betwebamzahandalif. (Ibid, p. 31)

% girah an-Nazi'at: 15

% Badruddn Muhammad bin Abdullah Al-ZarkaghAl-Burhan Fi ‘Ulam Al-
Qur'an, vol. I, (Beirut: Carul Fikk, 1988), & ed., p. 155

%" Sha'lan Muhammad Is#iil, op ct, page 49

*¥bid. See also Muhammad Abdul Amm Al-Zardani, op.cit, p. 157
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seven of changing pattern. And other opinions are

inaccurate.

B. Science oQira’ at
1. Definition of Qira’ at

<13 is plural fromsis, etymologically it was taken
from T <, <& verbal noun froms. That is %73 5 T3 -Ta 13",
Those are verbal nounmg@s Idar) which is equal withets,

these words were used to some meanings bellow:

a.Pronouncing, for the meaning asim mafizl, means
pronunciation pronounced.

b. Collecting, that is gathering something with sonmegh
else®
Abt ‘Ubaidah told: it's called al-Qur'an because it sva
collection of some verses. Like Allah said: “indeéds up
to us to gather it (in your heart) and the readini’. *°

c. Reading, it is pronouncing with written words.
It was called:sddi because collecting vocals of word in the
mind to be pronounced words.

Terminologically gira’at experts gave some different

definitions, such as:

¥ Rizq Al-TOawil, F7 ‘Ulam Al-Quran Madkhal Wa Ditsah Wa Tahqig,
(Mecca: Al-Maktabah Al-Faisiliyah, 1975), f'ed., p. 27
0 Sirah al-Qiymah: 17
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a.According to Al-Zarkashin burhan fr ‘ulzm al-qur'an
gira’at is the difference of Qur'an pronunciation in wefit
words or customs to lighten and to strengthense’él

b. According to Imam lbn Al-Jazr, qira’at is science about
customs delivery or implementation words of Quréend its
difference in which was based on its quotaffon.

c. Al-Banma Ad-Dimyat /1 said thatgira@’at is science to
understand the agreement of excerpters of Qur'anttair
differences in eliminating, determining, applyingwel and
sukin, its separation and its continuation, etc from
pronunciation or else from sense of hearing aspect.

d. Muhammad ‘Abdul ‘Az im Az-Zardgini said: qira’at is
plural fromgira’ah, etymologically it ismas Idar simz'7 for

5 and terminologicallygira’ah is sect followed byqira’ at

leaders who is different in Quran pronunciationdan

narrations agreement and its way, either it isdifferent

about the word pronunciation or other pronunciatfén
e.Manm’ QatlJt[lan said that terminologicallgira’ah is one

of articulation scholar(madzhab)of Al-Qur'an which is

chosen by a leader afira’ah as a different scholar with

“! Badruddn Muhammad bin Abdullah Al-Zarkaslop.cit, p. 395

*2 Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Al-Jaga¥unjid Al-Mugri’m Wa Murshid
Al-TOalibin, (ttp: tth), p. 49

43 Ahmad bin Al-Bana, Ittih[Jafu Fudala’ Al-Bashar Bi Al-Qig’ at Al-Arba’ah
‘Ashr, (Egypt: Maktabah Al-Kulliygit Al-Azhariyyah, 1987), $ed., p. 67

“ Muhammad Abdul Azim Al Zargani, op.cit, p. 131
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other scholar®> It is based on the narrators until reach
prophet Muhammad PBUH.

f. Muhammad &im Mahaisn (a doctor of school of Arabic
letters in Al-Azhar university) and Sya’'rmi\hmad Al-
Qudsy say thatgira@'at is science to understand about
customs of pronunciation Qur'an words and its
implementation way as agreement or difference il
narration of each form to its narratdfs.

g. Rizgq Al-Tlawil (a professor of Arabic faculty iommu Al-
Qura university) said thagira’ at is difference forms in
delivering either part or form of voices Irif or syntaxe$’

This definition distinctly tells that science agjira’at
discourse is about language aspect and its proaioci
dialect which might be used in order to be easieeading.

The writing text of al-Qur'an was arrived to us
appropriate with the original as revealed to AHalmessenger
PBUH who read it according to what Gabriel taught.

There are some different reading ways in al-Qur'an
according to each version of narrator extendedt, &ach of
them receivedjira’ at with genuinesanadfrom the Apostle of
Allah PBUH*®

> Manre’ QatJt[Jan, op.cit,p. 170

% Muhammad Slim Mahaign, op.cit p. 15. See also Muhammad Shairan
Ahmad Al-Qudg, FaidlJu Al-Asini ‘Ala HUirzi Al-Amani Wa Wajhu Al-Tadinz, vol. |,
(Kudus: Maktabah Mubarakah Tayyibah, 2000), p. 2

" Rizq Al-TUawil, op.cit p. 27

8 Sha'tin Muhammad Is#iil, op.cit, p. 24
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2. Development ofqira’ at

Muhammad was taught al-Qur'an's reading to his
sah labah in seven different readings way. Theah labah
hold that receivedqira’at tightly, that is possible to be
different with others and moreover it is probabbt known by
others.

But that different reading ofah 'abah from Prophet
Muhammad, there is who received it just in dneuraf and
there is who got two and more. Then sosaé labah moved
and spread to other towns beside Mecca and Mé&dina.

In that condition, so appeared the differenceyina’ at
which is received byabi'in andtabi'u al-tabi'in. Therefore, it
arrived to scholars who specify themselves conngmira’ at
and spread it. Some famosesh labahwho teactyira’ at are™
a. ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan RA

He is third caliph and belongs to first group wimbes
Islam. One of his many pupils is Mugah bin Abu Shikb
Al-Makhzomi (died in 91 H).

b. ‘Ali bin Abi T [Jalib

He is fourth caliph who earlier faithful from chikeh
and he was a guaranteed one of $afi labah become
paradise occupant. Some of his pupils are:
a) Abu Abdurrahmn As-Salami (died in 73 H)
b) Abu Al-Aswad Ad-Duwali (died in 69 H)

9 Muhammad Abdul Azim Al-Zarcani, op.cit.,p. 413
*lbid, p. 414
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c) Abdurrahman bin Abu Laila (died in 83 H)

. Ubay bin Ka’ab

He is sah'labah who write revelation to Allah's
Apostle PBUH and Qur'anic reader for Him. He is ltiest
memorizer of Qur'an in Muhammad era. Some of hglpu
are:

a) Abdullah bin Ablas
b) Abu Hurairah
c) Abu Abdurrahmain As-Salami

. Zaid bin T<ibit

He is a Quran writer for Allah's Messenger PBUH
and who codified Qur'an twice, in Abu Bakar Al-Sthigl
Caliph era and Utham bin ‘Affan era. ‘Uthnan appointed
him as Al-Qur'an teacher for Medina inhabitant. m&oof
his students are:

a) Abu Hurairah
b) Abdullah bin Abkas
c¢) Abdullah bin Malik
d) Anas bin Milik

e. Abdullah bin Mastid

He issah'labahwho belongs to one of the earlier group of

Muhammad's follower and the best Qur'an memoriner i

Prophet Muhammad era. Muhammad claims about him:
de ol o olp Lak J3l WS Lae 0T Ta of >l Some of his

pupils are:
a) Algamah bin Q@
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b) Aswad bin Yamd An-Nakl#'i
c) Abu Abdurrahman As-Salami
f. Abu Musa al-Asy’ari.
He is a noblesah Jabah and has beautiful voice in
reading Al-Qur'an. When Prophet Muhammad hears his

voice in reading Qur'an, He said:
295> I el oo laje sl A

Some of his pupils are:
a) Sa'ad Ibn Al-Musayyab
b) Hattan Ar-Raqashi
c) Abu Rap’ Al-At [Jaridi
In other casemush]af that was sent to some regions by
‘Uthman bin ‘Affan are various. Those were appropriated with
theqira'at version followed by most of inhabitant there.
The variety of Quran writing within those sent
mushaf are bellow’
1)The Qur'an reading that does not have differgin&'at
version is written in same writing text within seake
mush af.
2)The Qur'an readings contained on differgimtz'at version
and able to be written in same form is written ame
writing text within severalmushaf, but can be read by
another differentqira'at. This was possible because Al-
Qur'an in early codices had only consonant and raitd

include the relevant vowel points upon. For examfhe

*! Hasanuddin AFgp.cit, p. 133-134
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word \s.2 can be read-: and the words;:s can be read

kyes if both are without letter mark(al-nuqt) and

punctuation(al-shakl)

3)The Qur'an reading which contain on differeqita'at
version and cannot be written with same writtert, tdren in
onemushaf is written according to certaiqira'at version

while others are written in otheyira'at versions too. For

examplecsiny 4 wal s oss. iN ONemushiafis written

29 and other is.- 9.

Therefore, eachyira'at expert in sahabah era has variant
gira'at or different variangira'at. Then they spread and stay
in any territory. Sotabi'in learn and steep on thegjira'at
which has variangira'at and different indeed. And then they
teach Al-Qur'an according to thejira'at version learned and
received fronsah Jabah Thosetabi'm are®®
a.In Medina: Ibnu Al-Musayyab, Urwah,alim, Umar bin
Abdul Aziz, Sulaiman and Ata'(both are Yasar's son),
Mu’adz bin Hlarith who is famous with M&dz al-Gart’,
Abdurrahman bin Hurmuz al-A’'raj, Ibnu Shit Al-Zuhri,
Muslim bin Jundab and Z&bin Askm.

b.In Mecca: Ubaid bin Uma Ata’ bin Abu Rabah, Tawus,
Mujahid, Ikrimah and Ibnu Abu Malikah.

*2 Sirah al-Bagarah: 132
> Muhammad Abdul AzZim Al-Zarcani, op.cit., p. 415. See also Maain
Qat 1t[1an, op.cit,p. 170-171
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c. In Kufah: Algamah, al-Asvid, Masrug, Ubaidah, Amr bin
Syuhrabil, Al-Hrith bin Qas, ‘Amr bin Maimun, Abu
Abdurrahman As-Sulami, Said bin Jabir, An-Nakrand
Al-Sha’bi.

d.In Basra: Abu Aliyah, Abu Raja’, Nasr biAs lim, Yahya
bin Ya'mar, Al-H Jasan, Ibnu Sin and Qatdah.

e.In Sham: Al-Mughirah bin Abu Shikb Al-Makhzimi
(‘Uthman's pupil) and Khalah bin Sa'd (Abu Darils
friend).

In the next development, that is in the second raiddl
first century and in the first middle of second tten of
Hijriyah there were some famougga'at experts who tried to
research and investigated variant reading versistesl and
spread at that time in order to be distinguishedckwican be
responsible and came from Prophet Muhammad PBUH and
where is not by using some certain requirementigect

Their efforts were set in because that time hadbee
spread some reading version that was put the tiydelidoubt
around Muslim. This is because Islam followers @ufrabic
and Muslim’s territories were being expanded.

After they are, it appeared some scholars who Bpeci
themselves broadeningira'at, writing and maintaining its
development so that they became the fangiugat leaders
and place where people stugiya’at science They aragira'at

experts who their name were immortalized bemgi'at's

> Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Al-Ja®, op.cit, p. 9
*> Hasanuddin AFop.cit, p. 135



47

name which they taught and expanded where todagnoe it
with term ofal-gira@'at al-sab’ (seven Qur'an reading$) They
are:

1) Imam Nafi’ Al-Madani

His is Abu Ruwaim MNfi' bin Abdurrahnman bin Abu
Nu'aim Al- Laithi, Maula Ja’unah bin Shu'ub Al-ii from
Isfahan. He died in Medina on 177 H.

He is a leader ofjira’at on his era. He learnegira’ at
from Abu Ja'far Yam bin Qa’ga’, Abdurrahian bin Hurmuz,
Abdullah bin Ablas, Abdulih bin ‘lyasy bin Abu Ratah Al-
Makhzimi. All of them receivedyira’at from Ubay bin Ka'ab
from Prophet Muhammad PBUH.

Nafi' has many pupils, such as: Imam Malik bin Anas,
Al-Laits bin Sa’ad, Abu Amar Ibn Al-A#’, Isa bin Wardan
and Sulaimn bin Jamaz. But his famous narrators are two
persons. They are:

a. Qalan
His complete name is Isa bin Mina bin Wardan ba Is
bin Abdu Al-Shamad. 1n is title given from Imam &fi’

because his melodious voice.

° Imam or leader ofjira’at is much enough. But the popular one is only seven
persons. The readir(gira’ at) of those seven leader d#a’ at which had been agreed to.
But besides, the scholar also chose thgie@ at leaders which theigira' at had been
evaluated its genuinitgsah 1ih(1) and its mutawatir. As-Sheikh Alil Yusr ‘Abidin has
collected those seven leadersyofi’ at in two couplets bellow:

Are Nifi', Ibnu Kathir and ‘4s/lim
and Hlamzah then Ab‘Amr
With Ibnu @mir Al-Kis@'i came
They are the seven leaders cannot be hesitant
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Qaltn died in Medina on 220 H in Caliph Makmun
era.
b. Warash
His complete name is ‘Uthan bin Sa'’id bin Abdulih
Al-Mishri. His nickname is Abu Sa'id, while Warashtitle
which is given to him because his skin is so bright
His Qur'an reading is very beautiful, he has sweet
voice and he is elder of the leadersqofa’at in Egypt at
that time. He died in 197 H on 87 years old.
Al-Shat[JibT said:

Is Nafi’ an honorable and famous person
Chose the place in Medina
Qalun Isa and ‘Uthmin Warasl
A noble friend who develop him
2) lbnu Kathr

His complete name is Abdah Ibnu Kathr bin Umar
bin Abdullah bin Zadan bin Fairuz bin Hurmuz Al-MakHe
was born in Mecca in 45 H and died in 120 H.

He learnedqira’at from Abus Sa’ib, Abdullah bin
Sha’ib Al-Makhzumi, Mujahid bin Jabr Al-Makki andifyas
(Maula Ibnu Abbas).

Ibnu Sa'’ib receivedjira’at from Ubay bin Ka'ab and
Umar bin Khat't[1ab. Mujahid received it from Ibnu Sa’ib
and Abdullah bin Abfis. Diryas received it from lbnu Abb
and Ibnu Abhs received it from Ubay bin Ka’ab andidain
Thabit.

Every one of them received it from Ubay bin Ka’'ab,
Zaid bin Thabit and Umar bin Khattllab who received
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directly from Prophet Muhammad PBUH. Therefore lbnu
Kathir's gira’at is mutawatir and hissanad continued until
reach to Prophet Muhammad PBUH. Ibnu Kathlso has
many students but his famous narrators are twg,dhes

a. Bazi

His complete name is Ahmad bin Muhammad bin
Abdullah bin Qasim bin Bfi’ bin Abu Bazzah. Abu Bazzah
(Bisyar) is Persian. His native is Hamazan whicholpees
islam in the hand of As-Sa’ib bin Abu Sa'’ib Al-Makimi.

He was born on 170 H in Mecca. He is the great
narrator of Ibnu Katin, expert in qira’at, trustworthy
corrector of memorizer of Al-Qur'an. He is a resmur
person ofqira’at's experts in Mecca at that time and he is
alsomuadzinin great mosque in Mecca at that time. He died
in 250 H in 80 years old.

b. Qunbul

His complete name is Muhammad bin Abdurrahman
bin Khalid bin Sad Al-Makhzimi. He got Al-Makhzum
because primary he was slave who was is liberayedlb
Makhzum's family. Qunbul is from his native namely
Qarabilah.

He was a resource persongifa’ at experts in Hijaz.
Qunbul died in Mecca on 21 H within 96 years old.

Al-Shat[JibT1 said:

Mecca was Abdullah Ibnu Katls resident
Who narrated his gira’ah
Are Al mad Bazzi and Muhammad 7Al
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Who his sanad name was called by Qunbul

3) Aba ‘Amr Al-BaslrT

His complete name is Zabban bin ‘&llbin ‘Ammar
bin Aryan Al-Mazni At-Tamimi Al-Bas(ir1. There is who
tells his name is yahya.

He is Imam Basra and Imagiwa’ at there. He was born
in Mecca in 70 H. he lived in Basra until he wasladnd then
moved to Mecca and Medina with his father.

Al-Basl 11 receivedqira’at Al-Qur'an from Abu Ja'far,
Shaibah bin Nashah,al' bin Abu Nu'aim, Abdullah lbnu
Kathir, ‘As(lim bin Abu An-Nujid and Abu AlAliyah. Abu
Al- Aliyah receivedgira'at from Umar bin Khatit[lab, Ubay
bin Ka’'ab, Zad bin Thabit and Abdulih bin Ablas who
directly receivedjira’ at from Prophet Muhammad PBUH.

He died in Kufah in 154 H. He has many pupils. The
famous one are:
a.Al-Dar

His complete name is [Hafs bin Umar bin Abdul
Aziz bin Shahban bin Adi Al-Dx1 Al-Azadi Al-Nahwi Al-
Baghdadi. Al-0irt is a place in Baghdad.

He is a leader ofjira’at and a trustworthy resource
person of science @fira’ at at that time. He died in 246 H

b. Al-Stst

His complete name is [&lih(1 bin Ziyad bin

Abdullah bin Isma’1l bin Jarud Al-$isi. Al-Sast is from
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Stsi, a city in Ahwar. His nickname is Abu Syu’aib. k$ea
gira’at's expert who memorized whole Quran. As-Susi
died in Riggah in 261 H on 90 years old.

Al-Shat(Jib1 said:

Imam Muzini who was called ABAmr Al-Bas Ir7 son of Al-
‘Alla

He gave his science to Yaml-Yazid
His name was famous like Eufrat River

Abz ‘Amr Al-Darr was the best among them
And Shu’ab was also called by As:S
Both narrated gi@’'ah from him
4) Abdullah bin Amir Al-Shami

His full name is Abdullah bin Amir Bin Yad bin
Tamim bin Ralbah Al-Yahshabi. And his nickname is Ab
‘Amr. He is the leader ofjira’at in Stam. He belongs to
tabi’in because he was born in 8 H.

Besides he is a juddead( i) and a resource person of
gira’ at expert in Damascus.

Ibnu Amir receivedgira’at Qur'an from Muglrah bin
Abu Shitab, Abdullah bin Umar bin Mughah Al-Makhzimi
and Abu Dard from ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan from Prophet
Muhammad PBUH.

He died in 118 H in Damascus. The famous narratbrs
his qird’ at are:

a. Hisham
His complete name is Hism bin ‘Ammar bin
Nasllir bin Maisarah Al-Salami Ad-Dimasyqgi. His
nickname is Abdul Walid. He was born in 153 H.
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He is Ulama of Damascus, an oratgira’ at expert,
hadth expert and a trustworthy Qur'an memorizer. He died
in 245 H.

b. Ibnu Dzakvén

His complete name is Abdullah bin Ahmad bin
Bashar. There is who tells his name is Bashir lmakan
bin Umar Al-Qurashi. His nickname is Abu ‘Amr.

He is elder oQira’ at expert in SAmM. He is Imam of
Umayyad dynasty and a resource persomjiaf’ at expert
after Imam Ayyib bin Tamim. He died in 242 H in
Damascus.

Al-Shat(Jib1 said:

And Damascus was lbndrhir's country
While Hishm and Dhakwn
were two persons who narrated hisatgh
5) ‘Asllim Al-Kift

His complete name isAs[lim bin Abu An-Nujid.
There is who tells his father is Abdullah and Abo-Mujad is
his nickname. His nickname himself is Abu Bakar.ldééongs
to tabi’ m.

Ibnu Al-Jazri said that ImamAs(lim is the elder of
gira’ at expert in Kufah after Ubay AbdurralimAl-Salami.

‘Asllim receivedgira’at from Abu Abdurrahran bin
Abdullah Al-Salami, Wazar bin Hubaisy Al-Asadi and Abu
Umar Sa’ad bin llyas Asy-Syaibani who receivggd?’ at from
Abdullah bin Mas’ud. Abdurrahman As-Salami and Wazar bin
Hubaig also receivedjira’ at from ‘Uthman bin'Affan and Ali
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bin Aba T(lalib. Besides, Abu Abdurrahin Al-Salami also
receivedqira’ at from Ubay bin Ka’ab and Zd bin T<bit.

While Ibne Mas'ud, Utsman bin Affan, Ali bin Abi
T alib, Ubay bin Ka’ab and Zd bin Thabit receivedqirad’ at
from Prophet Muhammad PBUH.

*Asllim died in Mecca in 127 H. His famous pupils who
narrated higjira’ at are:
a. Shu’bah

His complete name is Shu’bah bin llyas bitir§ Al-
Hannath Al-As’adi An-Nahsyali Al-ift. His nickname is
Abu Bakar. He was born in 75 H.

He is a great famous ‘Ulamand Islamic defender
figure from Sunni group. He faced\slim and Ata’ bin
Sa’ib more than once in order to place on a sabdjma’ at
Qur’an. He died in 193 H.

b.Hllafs 1T

His complete name is Hafs ! bin Sulainan bin
Mughirah bin Abu Dawud Al-As’adi Al-Kifi. He was born
in 90 H.

He is friend of ImamAs[lim who is most capable in
gira'at of ‘Asllim. He teaches al-Qur'an in Baghdad and
Mecca.

Al-Dzahah said that he is a trustworthy person who
Is capable imgira’at and memorize it fully. He died in 180
H.
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Al-Shat(lib1 said:

In Kufah Al-Gharr’ three people
Who more famous than fragrance from clove
Abiz Bakar or ‘4s[lim was his nickname
Who the best narrator from him is Shu’bah
And H Jafs | was famous with his carefully
They were Ibnuash’s pupil or blessed AtBakar
6) Hllamzah Al-Kift

His complete name is [Hamzah bin Hlakhb bin
Ammarah bin Isr'1l Al-K @ft. He was born in 80 H.

He is the leader ofjira’at in Kufah after As[lim.
Besides, he is an expert tajwid, farz’'id I and hadith He
belongs tdabi’in.

He took gira’at from Abu Hamzah Hlamran bin
A'yun, Abu Ishag ‘Amr bin Abdullah Al-Sabi'i. Muhamad
bin abdurrahhman bin Abu Ya’'la, Abu Muhammad Thhlha
bin Mashraf Al-Yami and Abu Abdullah Ja’far Al-Shaid bin
Muhammad Al-Bagqir bin Zainul Abidin bin Husein bii bin
Abi Talib. So the lassanadof qira’at of HlJamzah is Al
bin Abi TOalib and Abdulth bin Mastd from Prophet
Muhammad PBUH.

He died in Halwan, a city in Iraq in 156 H. The faus
narrators of higjira’ at are:

a. Khalaf
His complete name is Khalaf bin Hisyam bin Tha’lab
Al-Asli Al-Baghdadi. His nickname is Abu Muhammade

was born in 150 H.
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He has memorized whole Qur'an since he was 10
years old. He receivedjir@a'at from Sulam bin Isa,
Abdurrahman bin Hammad who received fromidinzah
and also from Abu Zaid bin Mas’ud bin Aus Al-Anshar

Then he forward with higjira’at (separated from
gira’ at of H Jamzah). Therefore, he belongs to Imam of ten
gira’at (al-qira’ at al-‘ashrah) He died in the last of 229 H
in Baghdad.

b. Khallad

His complete name is Khatl bin Khalid Al-Shailani
Al[]-Slairafi Al-Kafi. His nickname is Abu Isa. He was
born in 119 H. but there is who says he was bodBhH.

He receivedjira’ at from Sulam bin Isa who received
gira’ at from Hamzah.

Some who takejira’at from Khallad are Ahmad bin
Yazid Al-Halwani, lbrahim bin Ali Al-gigr and Ali bin
Husan Al-Thalari, etc. he died in 220 H.

Al-Shat[Jib1 said:

Moreover Hlamzah who is careful
Who loves to al-Qur'an
His narrators are Khalaf
And Khalid through Glim
7)Kisa't Al-K aft

His complete name is Ali bin [Hamzah bin Abdullah
bin Uthrman Al-Nahlwi. His nickname is Abu Al-Hasan. He
got Al-Kisa'1 title because when he does Ihram he wkiafis

He tookqira’ at from many teachers. Some of them are
Hllamzah bin Habib Al-Zayyat, Muhammad bin
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Abdurrahman bin Abu LailaAsl[lim bin Abu Al-Nujud, Abu
Bakar bin llyasi (one of Ashim’s pupils) and Ismhih Ja’far
who received it from Shaibah bin Nashah (teachehm@m
Nafi’ Al-Madani). All of them havesanad continued until
Prophet Muhammad PBUH.
He died in 189 H. his pupils who become famous
narrators of his g#r'at are:
a. Al-Latth
His complete name is Al-kdén bin Khalid Al-
Marwazi al-Badghdadi. His nickname is Abu AlaHth.
He is the greatest friend of Imam Kis and
trustworthy person. He died in 240 H.
b.Hllafs’] Al-Dirt (246 H)
Hilafs | Al-Durt is also as narrator of Abu ‘Amr
which has been explained above.
Al-Shat(Jib1 said:

Is ‘Al7 who was called by Al-Kisr
Because ‘Kisa’ his pilgrimage cloth
His narrators are Ab Harith
And Hafs | Al-Darz

3. Kind of Qira'at

The scholars had determined some criteria and
requirements fogira'at genuine received. According to them,
genuinegira'at has to fulfill some requirements bellow:
1)Qira'at has to appropriate with Arabic principle although

one aspect, either that aspect is fluent or mouentl



Becausaira'at is sunnahwhich must be followed, received
and become source based isnad (narrator), notra’'yu
(ratio).

2)Qird'at has to appropriate with one iwlas |ahllif "Uthmanit
although just come near to it. Because in writtofighose
mas lahl]if, sahabat had seriously made rasm (mushaf

writing way) according to the dialect variants ursteod.

For example when they would write the wasg=) in the
verse>’ il L2l tas with - (shad)as changing of-
(sin), they did not write », because in order to be able to be

read too with - or Li..J and also it is possible to read
ishmam.

While what is meant by appropriate with almost near
to it (muwaffagah ihitimaliyah) is like the example above.

Another example, such a§;. »5 <., The word:lL on all

mushaf is written without alif. Thet it is read haut mad

(long) because in accordance with the text fachlddb can

be read:UL.. with mad in accordance with possibly written

text (ihtimal) or it possibelity contain on isim fa'il

implicitly.

" Sirah al-Rtihah: 6
®8 Sirah al-Rtihah: 4
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3)Qirad'at has to be genuine its narrat¢sahih isnad)ecause
gira'at is sunnahfollowed based on salvation of quotation
and genuine narration.

Those are the requirements in genuine gira’ah’'sevdf
those three requirements have been fulfiled oragpate with
Arabic principle, appropriate with rasm utsmani ahds
genuine narration, so that qgira’at is sahih. Butorfe of
requirements or more is not fulfilled, so that girabelongs to
falseqira'at, syadz or bathil.

Based on eexplanation above and quantity or numiber
sanad of narration which come from Prophet Muhammad
PBUH, the scholar clasifygira'at al-Quran into several
standards, those are:
1)Qira'at Mutawatir, that is gira’at narrated by much number

of narrators where they impossible agree to lie Hredr
sanad continued until Prophet Muhammad PBUH.

And what belongs to qgira’at mutawatir is gira’ahsab’
which become object of this research.

2) Qira'at Masyhir, that which haslahl7zh sanadout dos not
reach mutawatir quality. But it appropriates whalnabic
principle and rasm utsmani and also it is famousuad
gira'at experts so that thigira'at was not categorized as
falseqira'at of syadz. The scolars tell thigra'at might be
used.

*¥ Manr&’ QatJt[1an, op.cit p. 178
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And what belongs tgira'at masyhur isgira'at based on 3
famousqira'at’s leaders. They are: Abu Ja'far ibnu Qa’'ga’
al-Madani(died in 120 H), Ya'qub Al-Hadratr(died in 205
H) dan Khallaf Al-Bazzar (died in 229 Hj.

3)Qira'at Ahad, It is gira’at which has good sanad but does
not appropriate with rasm utsmani and Arabic pplecior
not famous likeqira'at masyhur. Thisqira'at does not
belong to be used. Such like Abu Bakrah Narrateat th

Prophet Muhammad redfol> ies jax )6, Jo 1K
and lbnu Abbas Narrated that He réad.si .. .sil> . by

fathah on the letter: (fa’).

4)Qira'at Shidzdz that isqira'at which has not good sanad
suchgira'at ., s ¢l bl (Malaka)is as past tendd'il
mad(]i) and.s: (yauma)is as objec{mafiil).

5)Qird'at Maud 17, it is gira'at which does not have source.
6)Qira'at Mudrgj, it what is added intoqira'at as

interpretation. Likegira'at of Ibnu Abbash®
Dl o il 130 d) lon (3 0S5y e S lgang OF Pl (Sile o,

The word=4 «1s» & is Interpretation inserted in verse.

% According to Ibnul Jauri, those thregjira’ at belong togira at mutawatir. See
Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Al-Ja¥, op.cit, p. 45

®! Sirah al-Rahran: 76

®2 Sirah al-Taubah: 128

®3 Sirah al-Rtihah: 4

® Sirah al-Bagarah: 198
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From clasification ofgira'at above, most ulama argue
that the lastest four @fir@’at may not be used. And that seven
reading(al- gira’at al-sab’) is mutawatir. And what does not
been mutawatir such ten readif@ qira’at al-'ashr) may not

be used either within prayer or dat.

C. Relation BetweenSab’atu Ah ruf and Al-Qira'at Al-Sab’

Some of people supposed that what meant severosge th
traditions is the readin{pira’at) of seven scholars d@fira’at al-
Qur'an (al-qgira’at al-sab’) They assumed thajira’at of Imam
Nafi' is one of those sevem Juraf, that tooqira’ at of lbnu Kathr
until Imam Al-Kisa'1t. This opinion is false because of some
reasons bello®?
1.1t determines that it stills available the form thiose seven

letters and it legitimate to use it until now. Thease
contradicted with ‘Ulam’ agreement where actually Al Qur'an
was sent down in seven letters but after that ia [t
examination of Gabriel toward Muhammad, there wasny
verses which have been cancelledhngkh).

2. This opinion cancels the main benefit of the wgtinf Al
Qur'an bySahabahand it codification on Caliph ‘Utham era
where he commanded to burn all of Al Qur'an's wgitwhich
was not from the writing of writer committees whaoe a

appointed by him.

%> Manre’ QatJt[1an, op.cit p. 179
% Sha'lan Muhammad Is#iil, op.cit.p. 82



3. This opinion also decides thal-qgira’at al-sab'has taken and
finished all of severhlluriaf whereas there still exists other
gira’ at which is included in to famougra’ at (masytar), such
as:qira’at of Imam Abu Ja'far ibn Qa'gqa’ Al-Mawi (w. 120
H), Imam Ya'qub Al-Hadrami (w. 205 H) and Imam Khalaf
Al-Bazzar (w. 229 H) which are called lay-qira’ at al-'ashr.
So this opinion contradicted with scholar agreenfgmtz’).

4. Each leader of thaal-qgira’at al-sab' has many narrators in
narrating each of themira’ at leader. So There will exist the
differences where all of people tell to receiventhieom their
each leader ofjira’at, if it is told that those seven letters
(hCuraf) is that al-gira’at al-sab' so that those letter will
become too much as there were too different naasti
(riwayat) while the number of al-Qur'an must precisely be no
more than seven letters (according to traditiorevap

After explanation above, so the correct opiniorthiat al-
gira’at al-sab'is part of severlurif. All of them appropriate
with the reading of Al-Qur'an which was read by @Gelbto

Prophet Muhammad PBUH which all of them have waat th

handed down from person to person for generafroatawitir

sanad)from prophet Muhammad PBUH.

®’Sha'tin Muhammad Is@i1l, op.cit.p. 83



