CHAPTER 11

METHODSOF INVESTIGATION

Research method is systematic activity by usin¢gaogemethods to find new
thing or to prove a theory. This research will fotme classroom action research.
Generally, classroom action research involves dcatapproach. The cycles of
classroom action research project will involve idfesation of problem,
collecting, information, analyzing, planning actiotervention and implementing
and monitoring the outcomes. As a research appyad@ésroom action research
will be conducted by using qualitative, interpretat or phenomenological
research desigh.

A. Setting of the Study
The application of this research is based on théesits’ daily activity in
MTs Mafatihul Akhlaqg Jepara. It is done without ngang the schedule of
class before. This research will not break the hHigac learning activity. It
offered the different media in order to get theulethrough a research that
related with writing teaching learning. It will lwlne repeatedly so that it can

get the good information about this research.

B. Subject of the Study
The population of this study is the seventh yeadestts of MTs Mafatihul
Akhlaq Jepara in the academic year of 2009/201@rd hre two classes of the
seventh year of MTs Mafatihul Akhlaq Jepara. Treeagcher takes class A as
the subject of the research. There are 28 studenltss class, consists of 16

Male and 12 Female.

C. Focusof the Study
1. To suggest how series of pictures is implementedeaching writing
procedure texts of the seventh year students of Magtihul Akhlag
Jepara in the academic year of 2009/2010.

! Hitchock, G., and David HugheResearch and the Teacher: A Qualitative Introchrcti
to School-based Resear¢hpndon: Routledge, 1989)"%ed., p. 28.
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2. To describe and analyze how is the improvementtodents' writing
procedure text after being taught using seriesafiges.

D. Design of the Study

In this study, the writer will conduct a classro@ution research. The
approach used by the researcher is qualitativeoappr
1. Classroom Action Research
a. General Concept of Action Research
Action research is a process of progressive prolsielving led by
individuals working with other in teams or as pafra “community of
practice” to improve the way the address issuessaivk problems.
Action research can also be undertaken by larggamzations or
institutions, assisted or guided by professionakagchers, with the
aim of stakeholders, researchers work with otherprbpose a new
course or action to help their community improweviork practices$.
Action research is an interactive inquiry procebkat tbalances
problem solving actions implemented in a collabiweatontext with
data-driven collaborative analysis or researchnienstand underlying
causes enabling future predictions about persomal caganizational
change’

Action research challenges traditional social smerby moving
beyond reflective knowledge created by outside #gpsampling
variables to an active moment-to-moment theorizohgfa collecting
and inquiring occurring in the midst of emergemtsture. Knowledge
is always gained through action and for action.nirthis starting
point, to question the validity of social knowledigeto question, not
how to develop a reflective science about actiant,How to develop

genuinely well-informed-action-how to conduct ati@t science.

2 Http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/action-research.HtrRletrieved on 27/08/09.
® Ibid.
* Ibid.
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b. The Definition of Classroom Action Research
John Elliott gives definition of action research:

“Action research is a process, through which teeche
collaborate in evaluating their practice jointlgige awareness
of their personal theory; articulate a shared cptice of
values; record their work in a form which is regdilvailable to
and understandable by other teacher; and thusajeaethared
theory of teaching by researching practice”.

Action research can improve and increase knowlelige not just
problem solving. Action research motivates studeatemprove and
understand the world by changing it and on theirkawto help them
improve what they do, including how they work wéhd for others. It
is not only about hypothesis testing but also comex with changing

situation, not just interpret them.

c. Aims of Classroom Action Research
The development of teachers’ professional expedrsejudgment
is very essential. Although many teachers are aadragreement with
this general aim, some are quite rightly concemtgalit what the exact
aim of classroom action research activity will imge upon their
teaching and on their personal time. Here are twes &f classroom
action research:

1) To give the teachers an introduction to the varietymethods
available to them as a means of extending theiertefpe of
professional behaviors and of encouraging flexyiln personal
development.

2) To improve the rationality and justice of their ovaocial or
educational practice, their understanding or thpgaetices, and the
situations in which these practice are carried out.

Based on two explanations above, it can be condluthat
classroom action research is one of strategiesmpraving or

increasing the practice of learning. It can be exdd by doing such

® Http://www.Madison.K12.Wi.Us./Sod/Car/Carreffectrhl. Retrieved on 23/07/09.
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reflection in order to diagnose condition, and thkignt systematically
as an alternative way to solve learning problenas ithbeing faced in
class.

After knowing the aims in conducting the classro@uation
research, the teacher uses classroom action raseden he or she
finds some problems such as the students havech@vead the target

what is expected during teaching and learning @®ice

d. Characteristic of Classroom Action Research
Classroom action research has several charaatenghiich will be
elaborated as follows:
1) On the job problem oriented
Problem which is investigated appears from theaiithof the
researcher herself/himself. The problem is the peablem faced
by students every day.
2) Problem solving oriented
This research is oriented in the problem solvinigisTshort of
research put the researcher as the agent of change.
3) Improvement oriented
This research gives emphasizes on the improvenieniabity.
This concept is according to the principle of catiresearch has to
construct product oriented.
4) Multiple data collection
In fulfilling the critical approaches principle,dte are several
ways of collecting data, such as observation,aedtinterview.
5) Cyclic
The sequence of the classroom action researchifidendf a
problem (planning), collect data (acting), analgne interpret data
(observing), and develop an action (reflectinglagStoom action

research usually conducted cyclic in which seeksrib. Its two

® Geoffrey E. Mills,Action Research; A Guide for Teacher Researctidew Jersey:
Prentice Hall Inc., 2000), p. 6.
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central concerns, improvement in practice and &=zd
knowledge and understanding is by linking them emantegrated
cycle of activities in which each phase learns ftbmprevious one
and shapes the next.
6) Participatory
Researcher makes such collaboration with an Entgsther to

do the classroom action research.

e. The Procedure of Classroom Action Research.
These shared elements are what we focus on inbtiok. The
following chapter will address in detail how to peed with action

research that includes four elemehts:

Identify an Area of
Focus \

Collect Data

Develop an Action
Plar

\ Analyze and

Interpret Data

v

N\

1) Identifying an Area of Focus
The purpose of this study is to describe the stskilf on
student’s outcomes. In particular the study focuzethe variables
of student’s attendance, peer influence, aduluérite, and student
self-esteem.
2) Collecting Data
Data was collected through documentations, obsenat
interview and tests.

3) Analyzing and Interpreting Data

"bid., p. 19.
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Attendance is not appearing to be an issue-childtéznded
school regularly. Peer group did affect performar@e average,
student grades had dropped dramatically duringeire they were
enrolled in the study skills class. Interpretatidhe study skills
class was having a negative impact on student méspbehavior,

and attitude.
e Classroom Action Research Based on Preliminary &eke

Before doing the cycles, the first observation amel first

then followed by cycles.

- Look for information related with school conditiocount
of the students, and students’ data.
- Interview with the English teacher.

- ldentify the problem.

Based on the interview with English teacher, can be
identified the problem in English teaching-learnipgocess
especially writing. The problem is: the studentsi|writing
skills and the students’ low interest and motivatio learning
English especially in writing class because of tme of

uninteresting method (using teacher-centered mgthod

4) Develop An Action Planning

After making sure about the problem of the reseatanaction

will be applied through:

a) Planning
Planning is the first step of research procedurkis T
activity covers the problem identification. This tlse most
important steps in conducting classroom action aiete by
knowing the problems; the researcher will find @djsolution

to solve the problems.
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After recognizing the possible cause of problentedaby

decided in advance. The action is aimed to soleegutioblems.

In this phase, the researcher will implement oieseof pictures

use which he investigated.
(1) The First Cycle

The first cycle is done based on the preliminary

research. The researcher (helped by the teaches) tty

make an appropriate lesson for students. So thathing

writing of procedure text using series of picturel be

effective and shot on goal. After he consolidatéth \the

teacher, the researcher designed this first cyefelbbws:

(a) Planning

Arranging a lesson plan based on the teaching
material.

Preparing the teaching material.

Preparing the test instrument

Preparing the scoring list and observation list

Preparing students’ attendance list.

(b) Acting

There are two main activities in this action; those

are 1) teaching writing procedure texts using seok

pictures, and 2) the students’ improvement in wgiti

procedure text using series of pictures as a tegaid.

Teaching Process

Referring to the initial condition on the
preliminary research, the researcher will try to do
the appropriate treatments to cope with the problem
the students will face. Evidently, in the initial
condition the students have difficulties in writiag
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procedure text, especially in applying the struetur
of procedure.

To overcome the identified problem, at first, the
teacher will explain about the procedure text, Wwhic
includes of (the generic structure, the
lexicogrammatical features and also the form of
simple present tense). Then he will discuss it with
pupils; are there any difficulties or somethingttha
they don’t understand during the teaching learning
process. Then after it finished, the teacher v&k a
students to write procedure text based on series of
pictures given by theme (how to make a glass of

tea). This aimed as the test of the first cycle.

(c) Observing
As a passive observer, the researcher just observes
the points as follows:
- Observing the teaching learning process.
- Observing students’ cooperation and participation.
- Observing the students’ procedure text writing
results.

- Observing the students’ improvements.

(d) Reflecting
Base on the result of observation, students have
some problems in their writings. He found that many
students made some mistakes in their writing, eajpgc
in procedure text’'s grammar and rhetoric/steps. &om
them also still had difficulties in composing simpl
present forms accurately. The students’ average sfo

writing is 58.30. It is categorized low and undais.



36

Referring to the initial condition on this cycldet

researcher and the teacher try to find the beatisalto

solve those problems. So that, in the next cyaldesits

will be better in their writing procedure text dkil

(2) The Second Cycle

The second cycle is done based on the result of

reflection from the first cycle. If the result froabservation

tell that the quality is still low, so it is needeshother

action in order the next cycle makes some improveroé

the quality.

This is the procedure in doing the second cycle:

(a) Planning

Arranging a lesson plan based on the teaching
material.

Preparing the teaching material.

Preparing the test instrument.

Preparing the observation scheme.

Preparing students’ attendance list.

(b) Acting

After having the first cycle, hopefully the student

will have better understanding of procedure. Itl i

prove by their writing that is implemented the stuwe

of procedure. Though, to make the students get tesed

applying the structure of procedure in their wgsn

Teaching Process

Referring to the initial condition on the first
cycle, the researcher will try to do the appropgriat
treatments to cope with the problem the students

will face.
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At first, the teacher will re-explain the last
lesson he gave on the previous cycle. He wants to
give a good understanding for students about the
application of series of pictures to write procedur
texts. The mastery of making the form of simple
present tense is strongly emphasized in this &gtivi
This is because the mastery simple present tense is
the basic skill for writing procedure texts. Thdn,
continued by test. Students are asked to write a
procedure text based on the series of picturemgive
by theme (how to make an omelet). This is aimed as

the test of the second cycle.

(c) Observing

Observing the teaching learning process.
Observing students’ cooperation and participation.
Observing the students’ procedure text writing
results.

Observing the students’ improvements.

(d) Reflecting

Evaluate the steps in teaching learning process and

discussed the result of observation for the stiglent

improvements in writing procedure texts.

Base on the result of observation, students have

some problems in their writings. He found that sarhe

students still made some mistakes in their wrisogh

as: the inappropriate vocabulary choosing and the

grammatical errors. In other side, most of students

became mastery in writing procedure texts; most of

them increase their writing skills in the five ofiting

elements. It shows from their average score. Is thi
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cycle, the students’ average score of writing pdoice
text is 62.32. Although just a view, there is an
improvement in the students’ procedure text writing
skills achievements.

Referring to the initial condition on this cycldet
researcher and the teacher try to find the beatisalto
solve the students’ problems in writing. So thatthe
next cycle students will be better in their writing

procedure text skills.

(3) The Third Cycle
The third cycle is done based on the result obotitbn
from the second cycle. The result from the obserxmabf
the second cycle tells that the students had iserk#heir
writing skills, but they still meet difficulties in
understanding procedure text (the inappropriateolary
choosing and the grammatical errors). So that hajth

teacher and researcher designed this last cyétlass:

(a) Planning
- Arranging a lesson plan based on the teaching
material.
- Preparing the teaching material
- Preparing the test instrument
- Preparing this observation scheme
- Preparing students’ attendance list
(b) Acting
- Teaching
Referring to the initial condition on the previous
cycle, the researcher and the teacher will trydo d
the appropriate treatments to cope with the problem

the students will face. Evidently, in the initial
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condition the students have difficulties in chogsin
the appropriate vocabulary and the grammatical

structures.

To overcome the identified problem, the teacher
discusses about the last test students had talteson
second cycle, the teacher wants to know; are there
any difficulties or something that they don't
understand related with the procedure text writing
using series of pictures. Then after it finishdt t
teacher ask students to write procedure text based
on series of pictures given by theme (how to cook
using rice cooker). This aimed as the test of the

third cycle.

(c) Observing

Arranging a lesson plan based on the teaching
material.

Preparing the teaching material

Preparing the test instrument

Preparing this observation scheme

Preparing students’ attendance list

(d) Reflecting

Base on the result of observation, students have

some problems in their writings. He found that mafst

students had increased their writing skills in tive of

writing elements. It shows from their average sctme

this cycle, the students’ average score of writing

procedure text is 67.78.

c) Observing

Actually the observing must be done in the same tivith

acting. It puts next phase after acting to givearpmity to the
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teacher who the researcher is. Same with actingerging
activity based on the planning. It is how many gewill be

observed from the students, teacher, and wholeitxesi

d) Reflecting

After doing those cycles, then the researcher makes
reflection. In this stage the outcome of teaching &earning
process will be evaluated to get clear evidence thed
improvement.

Based on the result of observation and the assessme
most of students have shown their best writing @icedure
text in the third cycle. They also get average esd®r.78.It
means the students had improved their proceduts venxting

skills in the five of writing elements.

E. Method of Data Collection
There were some steps in order to get data irsthdy, they are:
1. Documentation
It refers to archival data that helps researchecaitect the needed
data. Documentation method is to get a researderlohked to research
object that will be elaborated in this researchd ain emphasizes an
interview method result, and observation. This métis used to collect
data dealing with geographical location, profilepcdmentation of
teaching and learning process in English subject,ather documents.
2. Observation
Observation is the activity of giving total conceonresearch object by
the sens@.The purpose of observations is to explain theasita in class
activities, individuals involved in some activitiemd relation between

situation, activity, and individual.

8 Suharsimi Arikunto,Prosedur Penelitian: Suatu Pendekatan PraKtelakarta: PT
Rineka Cipta, 1998),"2ed., p. 149.

° Ag. Bambang SetiyagMetode Penelitian untuk Pengajaran Bahasa Asitendekatan
Kuantitatif dan Kualitatif,(Yogyakarta: Graha limu, 2006), p. 239.



41

In conducting observation, the researcher usealiservation scheme
to make it more systematic containing list of aggiwr happening which
might happen. Observation is intended to see andéintaw about the
condition of class and students, and the obstaafgsear during the
teaching learning process. It can also be usedopvasse the students’
motivation during teaching learning process, to thed difficulties, their

problem and their understanding about the matgivain *°

3. Interview

Interview is a process of getting explanation bkirag questions face
to face between researcher and respondent usienyiew guide’! In this
way, a free interview is used by which respondemt give the answers
freely and researcher manages interview direction.

Interview is a dialogue which is done by interview® gain
information from interviewee. The researcher, instltase, is as
interviewer, give questions, give mark for the aesvask for explanation,
take note and provide prodding (dig for the deepfrmation). In other
side, the interviewee (can be teacher, studengtloer staff in school),
answer questions, explain and sometimes give quediack to the

interviewer®®

4. Test
Test is a set of questions used to measure thewashent or capability
of individual group™* In this classroom action research, the researcher
provided pre-test, three times of evaluation temtsl post test. These test

used to measure the students’ progress in comptgkading material.

19 Mulinatus Sa’adahEnhancing Students’ Participation and ComprehengioReading
Course Using Jigsaw StrategysSemarang: Walisongo State Institute for Islamicid&s),
Unpublished Thesis.

' Moh. Nazir,Metode Penelitian(Jakarta: Ghalia Indonesia, 1999), p. 234.

12 Bimo Walgito, Psikologi Sosial: Suatu Pengantdl¥ogyakarta, Andi Offset, 2002), p.
35.

13 Sutrisno HadiMetodologi Research(Bandung: CV. Pustaka Setia, 2004¥ Bd., p.
218.

*bid., p. 158.
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In this research, the researcher uses achieverashtbécause it is
made to measure the students’ achievement afteleéhened the material.
The researcher used the instrument the form ofyeests. This type of
test is chosen because technique of scoring isaabyt is more practical
for students to answer.

Test is done to know students’ achievement so tivatresearcher
knows the students’ improvement and students’ masearning can be
achieved by students.

The third way that is used by the writer in coliegtdata is test. "The
best way to test people's writing ability is to ¢eem to write™ It is an
assignment to measure the ability of studentsimgitis there any mistake
and also know the problem faced. The test materialriting test, which
include the elements of writing that are contemgngmar, organization,
vocabulary and mechanic. After classifying the teshs, the writer gives

score for each item. Weigle gives a percentageetwmh elements of

writing:*®

a. Contents 20%

b. Organization 30%

c. Vocabulary 20%

d. Grammar 25%

e. Mechanic 5%
Total score 100%

And the criterions for each element are:

a. Contents; Substance of writing, ideas expressed relevant to
assignments topic.

b. Grammar; Employing of grammatical form and obpast tense.

c. Organization; Organization of the contents ardangements the

generic structure.

1> Weigle, Sara Cushingssessing Writing(New York: Cambridge University Press,
2002), p. 1.

1% bid, p. 116.



43

d. Vocabulary; The choice of the words and lexitzah to writing

e. Mechanic; The use of capitals, paragraphind,pamctuation.

F. Method Data Analysis

Data analysis is an effort which is done by teacied researcher to

embrace the data accuratéfy.
Data analyses that are used in this research are:

1. Qualitative

Data analysis method that is used in this rese&chkescriptive
analysis. It is analyzed the factual informatiostsynatically so it is easier
to be understood. These approaches consist ofp3:qtk) select, focus,
and organize the data which is relevant of the amebe question, (2)
describe or serve the data in form of narration, nidke conclusion in
form of brief description. Doing these three stepi result the data that
research question can be answered. In this stumty,résearcher will
describe the implementation of series of pictureteaching writing
procedure text and analyze how is the improvemérstudents' writing
procedure text after being taught using seriesictuges. This data will

evaluate and interpret by descriptive analysis.

Using one collecting data is not sufficient, sottkl@e writer uses
triangulation method. It is collecting data from atjtative and

quantitative'®

2. Quantitative
It is quantitative because the data gained is nignaed was analyzed
by using statistical computation. This data is useknow the average of
students’ mark and the students’ mastery learningrder to know their

achievement.

7 Jgak Wardani dan Kuswaya Wihardienelitan Tindakan Kelas(Jakarta: Bumi
Aksara, 2001), p. 189.
'8 bid, p. 246.
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The writer formulates the result to get the meareath elements of
writing that researched by the formula. SutrisnaliHaplained the mean

of each elements of writing that researched asviaif-°

a. Contents
Mxc = ZTXC
Where:
Mxc : The mean of contents' score
Zxc : The total's score of contents
N : Number of students

b. Organization

Mxo = %)

Where

Mxo : The mean of organization's score
Zxo : The total's score of organization
N : Number of students

c. Vocabulary

Mxv = M
N
Where:
Mxv : The mean of vocabularies' score
D xv : The total’s score of vocabulary

N : Number of students

d. Grammar

ng:¥

19 Sutrisno HadiStatistik (Yogyakarta: ANDIP, 2001), p. 38.
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Where:
Mxg : The mean of grammar's score
D xc : The total's score of grammar

N : Number of students

e. Mechanic

Mxm = szm

Where

Mxm : The mean of mechanic's score
me : The total's score of mechanic
N : Number of students

After getting the mean of each elements of writinge writer
formulates the result to get the total mean scerelows:

Mxt : The mean of writing paragraph
Z xt : The total means score of elements' writing
N : Number of students

The writer gives score for each elements of writamgl explains the

score for each elements of writiAQ:

Aspect Score Criteria

18-20 | Excellent: knowledgeable, substantive

U

14-17 | Good: some knowledge of subject, adequate rangg
10-13 | Fair: limited knowledge of subject, little substanc
Contents 1-9 Poor: does not show knowledge of subject, phon

substantive

20 Burhan NurgiyantoroPenilaian dalam Pengajaran Bahasa dan Sas(¥ggyakarta:
BPFE, 2001), 8 ed., pp. 307-308.
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Very Poor: really does not show knowledge

subject, really non substantive or no written &ball

of

Organization

27-30

22-26

17-21

13-16

1-15

Excellent: the organization of contents &
arrangement the generic structure is clearly.
Good: the organization of contents and arranger
the generic structure is loosely organized but n

idea stand out.

Fair: the organization of contents and arrangertient

generic structure is confused or disconnected.

Poor: no organization of the contents &

arrangement, the generic structure is does
communicate.

Very Poor: really no organization of the contemsl
arrangement, the generic structure is really damg

communicate or no written text at all.

ind

nent

nain

and

not

Vocabulary

18-20

14-17

10-13
7-9

1-8

Excellent: effective word and usage, master wg
forming
Good: occasional of word and usage but meaning
obscured

Fair: frequent errors and usage
Poor: essentially translation, little knowledge
English vocabulary.

Very Poor: really essentially translation, verytldit
knowledge of English vocabulary or no written tek

all

rds

not

of

[

22-25

18-21

Excellent: effective complex construction, t
employing of grammatical forms and the use of j
tense.
Good:

employing of grammatical forms and the use of j

effective but simple construction t

Dast
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tense.

Grammar | 11-17 | Fair. major problem is simple but complex
construction of grammatical forms and the use st pa
tense.

5-10 | Poor: virtually no mastery of sentence construction
rules of grammatical forms and the use of pasttens
1-4 | Very Poor: really no mastery of sentence constoungti
rules of grammatical forms and the use of pastetens
or no written text at all.
5 Excellent: demonstrated mastery the use of capitals
paragraphing, and punctuation.
4 Good: occasional errors of the use of capitals,
paragraphing, and punctuation.
Mechanic 3 Fair: frequent errors of the use of -capitals,
paragraphing, and punctuation.
2 Poor: no mastery of the use of capitals, paragraphi
and punctuation.
1 Very Poor: really no mastery of the use of capjtals

paragraphing, and punctuation or no written texllat

After getting the total mean score, the writer gatees it into the

following criterions:

The percentage 90%-100% is A (Excellent)
The percentage 75%-89% is B (Good)

The percentage 65%-74% is C (Fair)

The percentage 50%-64% is D (Poor)

The percentage 1%-49% is E (Very poor)

Based on data above, it is used to determine wingstake that students

almost do. This scoring occurs from first cycletaghird cycle.



