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This research aimed to find out the influence of gender on 

students’ reading comprehension skill in understanding descriptive 

text material that conducted in junior high school. The background of 

this research was the inequality of achievement between male and 

female students in English. This research used quantitative approach 

with ex post facto design. The population of this research was all 8th 

grade students of junior high school in  the academic year 2023/2024. 

And the sample of this research was 30 students of 8 grade of junior 

high school. The instrument of this research was reading 

comprehension test. The test was to measure and find out students’ 

understanding when reading descriptive text. Firstly, to be able to 

carry out the T-test it is necessary to carry out normality and 

homogeneity tests for the test requirements. From the normality and 

homogeneity tests that have been carried out, it is proven that the data 

group used is normally distributed and homogeneous. After the data 

is declared normally distributed and homogeneous, then the 

hypothesis is tested using the T-test. From the data analysis, it showed 

the results that the level significance of T-test and from the average 

score from reading comprehension test of male and female students 

shows that female students are superior than male students. It could 

be concluded that there was a significant effect of gender on students’ 

reading comprehension skill in understanding descriptive text. 

Keyword : gender, reading comprehension, descriptive text 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Research 

Education is a way and momentum for a child to train and 

develop his abilities. Good and correct language skills are one of 

the skills that are expected to be mastered by a child after getting 

an education. This is because language has an important role for 

humans to be able to communicate with each other and also to 

develop intellectual intelligence. Therefore, language skills must 

be taught from childhood. In addition to the mother tongue, 

children also need to be taught a foreign language as a second 

language. In this case, English as an international language must 

be studied in an educational institution. In this era of 

globalization, it is important to be able to communicate well in 

English. This is because there is a very tight global economic 

competition that requires us to communicate with various people 

from various countries. 

English is an international language that must be learned by 

someone to be able to communicate with people from other 

countries. English is a unifying language for nations around the 

world. Like any other language, English also has structures and 

language rules that can be learned. Four basic skills must be 
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mastered when learning English. That is listening, speaking, 

reading and writing. Reading and listening skills are receptive 

skills. The students need to learn the receptive skill first, so they 

can be able to improve speaking and writing skills. Someone 

should read more so he can produce written text, someone also 

should listen more so he can produce speech.  

Reading is the exercise of using text to make meaning of the 

text.1 Reading is one of the skills besides listening that we have 

to  mastering before writing and speaking, because we will not be 

able to write and speak  if we do not understand what we are 

writing and talking about. Many researchers argue  that reading is 

the most important source of first language (L1) vocabulary 

acquisition.  Reading activities can enrich students’ insight and 

gain knowledge of written form, part of speech, and vocabulary. 

The learners also gain some knowledge of the words meaning 

from the context of the text.2 Reading academic texts in English 

is an essential abiliy to EFL students as a second language since 

they have a responsibility to carry a vast range of assignments that 

                                                             
1 Bayu Septi Pratiwi, “Using Graphic Organizer and Context Clue 

for Teaching  Reading of Descriptive Text”, Skripsi (Semarang: Program 

Sarjana UIN Walisongo, 2021), p. 20 

2 Pratiwi, “Using Graphic Organizer...”, p. 21 
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depend on reading.3 Therefore, as a teacher, reading activities 

need special attention and be prioritized because the benefits are 

so great for students. 

Various factors can influence a person's success in learning 

English. These factors can come from oneself (internal factors) or 

can also come from outside (external factors). Internal factors 

include, gender, learning motivation, interests, attitudes, 

personality, learning styles, etc. As for external factors, among 

others, the learning environment, the demands of parents, schools 

and teachers, friendships, etc. Among these various factors, this 

research will focus on gender. Kratochwill et al. (1999), revealed 

that bio-psychosocial are factors that influence the development 

of individuals to interact with one another. One factor in bio-

psychosocial theory is birth, which refers to being born as a boy 

or a girl.4  

The reason of the researcher raised the theme above is by 

looking at the facts in the field and based on some results of the 

study which stated that gender affects student academic 

achievement. Studying the effect of gender on language learning 

                                                             
3 Muhammad Nafi Annury, et.al., “The Use of Metacognitive 

Strategies in EFL Reading Comprehension”, Advance in Social Science 

Education and Human Resarch, (Vol. 343, tahun 2019), p. 62 
4 Syarief Fajaruddin, et al., “Mungkinkah Gender Mempengaruhi 

Hasil Belajar Berbahasa Anak?”, Wiyata Dharma: Jurnal Penelitian dan 

Evaluasi Pendidikan, (Vol. 9, No. 2, tahun 2021), p. 128 
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is quite important in educational environments especially when 

expression like "boys underachievement" or "females' verbal 

superiority" has become so deliberated and hooks a lot of 

attention whether by L2 instructor or researcher.5 Regardless of 

those facts, it can be said that the different structure of their brain 

leads to the different ability to think, to communicate, or to solve 

problem between male and female. The study results of the other 

researchers also stated that girls have better language intelligance 

than boys. Edwin E. Lewis stated: "girls are consistently superior 

in linguistics function at all ages. They talk earlier, have fewer 

reading disabilities and speech delect".6  

In the research written by Syarief Fajruddin et al., it was also 

stated that the growth of girls' language skills is indeed faster than 

boys. Even in speaking language, girls are better able to speak 

more politely and subtly. However, a surprising result was found 

where the achievement of Indonesian and English between men 

                                                             
5 Ala H. Oda dan Mohsen R. Abdul Karim, “The Relationship 

Between Gender and Reading Comprehension at College Level”, Journal of 

Basrah Research The Humanities Science, (Vol. 42, No. 6, tahun 2017), p. 

426 
6 Ali Agus, “ Analisa Pengaruh Perbedaan Gender pada Prestasi 

Belajar Bahasa Inggris Mahasiwa Semester 2 Program Studi Manajemen 

STIE Tribuana”, Jurnal Penelitian Multidisiplin Ilmu, (Vol. 1, No. 2, tahun 

2022), p. 108 
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and women was different. Girls get superior learning output in 

Indonesian lessons, but boys are superior in English lessons. 

The inequality of achievement between boys and girls 

inspires the researcher to examine what causes the inequality and 

how to overcome it. Many researchers investigated the 

relationship between gender and reading comprehension but such 

studies came up with inconsistent findings which can't be 

generalized to all second language learning contexts.7 In addition, 

another reason the writer chose reading skills as an object of 

research is because, in the English curriculum in Indonesia, most 

of the material taught is in form of text and indirectly requires 

students to read. One of the materials that uses a lot of reading 

skills and also often appears at every level of education is 

descriptive text.  

The novelty that differentiates this research from previous 

research, is starting with the subject, location, and methods. The 

subjects of this research were students at SMP Negeri 35 

Semarang and the location of this research was also at SMP 

Negeri 35 Semarang, where no one had ever researched this 

theme using the subject and location at that SMP. Apart from that, 

the method that I used is different, that is using a quantitative 

                                                             
7 Ala H. Oda dan Mohsen R. Abdul Karim, “The Relationship 

Between Gender ...”, p. 427 
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approach with ex post facto design. Therefore,  the researcher 

raised the theme Gender On students’ Reading Comprehension 

Skill as the title of the final project research. 

B. Research Question 

Based on the background of the study above, the problem to 

be examined in this study is: 

1. Does gender have a significant difference in students’ 

reading comprehension skill in understanding descriptive 

text material?  

2. How does gender have a significant difference in students' 

reading comprehension skills in understanding descriptive 

text material? 

C. Research Objective 

In line with the research question above, it can be 

concluded that the objectives of this study are: 

1. To explain the significant difference of gender on 

students’ reading comprehension skills in   

understanding descriptive text material. 

2. To explain how gender has a significant difference of 

gender on students' reading comprehension skills in 

understanding descriptive text material.  

D. Pedagogical Significance 
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1. The sample of this study wa s  taken from 32 students 

which are 16 male students and 16 female students of 

eight grade students of SMP N 35 Semarang. 

2. The research location was placed in SMP N 35 

Semarang. 

3. The research design was  conducted a ex post facto 

design. 

E. Significance of The Study 

The result of the study gives some positive contributions to the 

English learning context and is expected to give advantages as 

follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefits 

It is expected that the result of this study will give 

additional knowledge to the readers. This study tells the 

readers that gender has a significant effect on Students’ 

reading comprehension skills in understanding the 

descriptive text. 

2. Pedagogical Benefits 

a. For the teacher 

This study can support teachers to be able to better 

understand the cognitive abilities of male and female 

students especially in reading skills. This can make 

it easier for teachers to apply the right method in 

teaching descriptive text to male and female students. 
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By using appropriate teaching  methods,it is hoped 

that students will more easily understand descriptive 

texts and can improve their reading comprehension 

skills. And also can reduce the big gap between male 

and female students in reading ability. 

b. For the students 

This study can provide additional knowledge for 

students and motivate students to be more interested 

in learning English. One of the skills that must  be 

mastered when learning English is readings skill. and 

one of the text genres that often appears in the 

English curriculum is descriptive text. This research 

helps students find the right method of learning to 

read descriptive text according to their gender. And 

also, to be able to improve their English skill as a 

foreign language. 

c. The Researcher 

This study can improve the researchers’ skill and 

knowledge in English teaching and the researcher 

gets many experience to prepare in the future as  an 

English teacher. By doing this research, hopefully it 

will be useful in the future. 

d. The Other Researcher 

By doing this research, the researcher gets new 

experiences and new knowledge about this reserach. 
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The researcher expects that this research can be 

reference to other researcher to do the next researcher 

in the future. 
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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Previous Research 

This relselarch is not thel nelw onel. Thelrelforel, thel relselarchelr 

ulseld somel prelviouls relselarch as sulpporting relselarch. Thely arel 

follows: 

Intelrnational joulrnal of Elnglish telaching and translation 

elntitleld “Gelndelr diffelrelncels and ElFL relading comprelhelnsion: 

Relvisiting topic intelrelst and telst pelrformancel”. This stuldy aims to 

dellvel into thel natulrel of thel rellationship beltweleln topic intelrelst in 

light of gelndelr-rellateld diffelrelncels and ElFL relading 

comprelhelnsion as delpicteld in lelarnelrs’ scorels in clozel and 

mulltiplel choicel telsts, two commonly ulseld melasulrels of relading 

comprelhelnsion in thel Iranian ElFL contelxt. Thel diffelrelncel of this 

stuldy with my stuldy is this stuldy attelmpteld to elxaminel thel 

rellationship beltweleln gelndelr and Iranian Stuldelnts’ intelrelst in 

relading Elnglish telxts. Thel similarity of thel stuldy is relselarching 

aboult gelndelr on thel stuldelnts’ relading comprelhelnsion skill. 

Intelrnational joulrnal of Elulropelan Sociological Relvielw, 

elntitleld “Eldulcational Systelms and Gelndelr Diffelrelncels in relading: 

A Comparativel Mulltilelvell Analysis”. This stuldy aims to 

invelstigatel whelthelr thel strulctulrel of a coulntry’s eldulcational 
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systelm is rellateld to this gelndelr inelqulality in relading pelrformancel. 

This joulrnal asselseld whelthelr standardization of eldulcational 

culrriculla and thel agel at which stuldelnts arel sellelcteld into 

eldulcational tracks affelct boys and girls’ relading pelrformancel 

diffelrelntly. Thel diffelrelncel with my stuldy is this stuldy relselarching 

aboult thel eldulcational systelm that rellateld with gelndelr diffelrelncels. 

Thel similarity is this stuldy relselarching aboult gelndelr diffelrelncels 

in relading skill. 

Intelrnational joulrnal of Basrah Relselarch Thel Hulmanitiels 

Scielncel elntitleld “Thel Rellationship Beltweleln Gelndelr and Relading 

Comprelhelnsion at Collelgel Lelvell”. This stuldy aims to ulndelrstand 

thel rellationship beltweleln gelndelr and relading skills in highelr 

eldulcation. This stuldy follows Barreltt's taxonomy which dividels 

relading comprelhelnsion into selvelral lelvells (litelral, infelrelntial, 

critical and apprelciativel). This stuldy attelmpts to comparel thel 

relsullts beltweleln two gelndelr groulps (meln and womeln) in elach of 

thel foulr relading comprelhelnsion lelvells to selel thel rellationship 

beltweleln gelndelr and relading comprelhelnsion. Thel diffelrelncels of 

this stuldy arel on thel sulbjelcts stuldield and thel data collelction 

telchniqulels ulseld. Thel similarity of this stuldy is relselarching aboult 

gelndelr and relading comprelhelnsion. 

International journal of Educational Sciences entitled 

“Gender Differences in the Reading Comprehension of Grade 

Three Rural Learners in South Africa”. This study aims to provide 
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more insight into strategies for closing the academic achievement 

gap between boys and girls, especially in reading comprehension 

in the mother tongue and in the second language. This study 

followed a quantitative research approach with quasi 

experimental design. The subject of this study were 49 boys and 

46 girls registered for grade 3 in 2011 in rural school in Dutywa 

district of Eastern Cape South Africa. The difference of this study 

with my study is apart from finding out the differences in the 

reading abilities of male and female students in English or a 

second language, this study also sought to find out the differences 

in the reading abilities of male and female students in their mother 

tongue (IsiXhosa). In addition, the quantitative research design 

that used also different. Then, the similarity between this study 

and my study is that both are looking to find out whether there are 

significant differences in students' reading comprehension caused 

by gender. 

National joulrnal elntitleld “Pelngarulh Gelndelr Telrhadap 

Motivasi Melmilih Selkolah dan Prelstasi Bellajar”. This relselarch 

elxaminel thel elffelct beltweleln gelndelr on stuldelnts’ achielvelmelnt in 

SMK PGRI Tulreln Malang which motivation to choosel thel school 

as intelrvelning variablel. Sampling of this relselarch arel 100 stuldelnts 

which consist of 50 malel and 50 felmalel stuldelnts. Thel diffelrelncel 

of this stuldy is on thel variablel Y which this stuldy relselarching 

aboult thel elffelct of gelndelr on thel motivation to choosel school. Thel 
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similarity of thel stuldy is relselarching aboult gelndelr on thel stuldelnt 

ability and achielvelmelnt. 

National joulrnal from Julrnal Pelnellitian Mulltidisiplin Ilmu l 

elntitleld “Analisa Pelrselpsi Pelngarulh Pelrbeldaan Gelndelr pada 

Prelstasi Bellajar Bahasa Inggris Mahasiswa Selmelstelr 2 Prodi 

Manajelmeln STIEl Tribulana”. This relselarch aims to deltelrminel 

whelthelr gelndelr diffelrelncels havel a significant elffelct on langulagel 

intellligelncel and Elnglish lelarning oultcomels for thel selmelstelr 2 of 

managelmelnt stuldelnts at STIEl Tribulana. Thel diffelrelncel from this 

stuldy is thel relselarch sulbjelcts takeln and thel typel of qulantitative l 

melthod ulseld. Whilel thel similarity is relselarching thel elffelct of 

gelndelr on Elnglish langulagel skills and ulsing a qulantitative l 

approach.  

B. Literature Review 

1. Gender 

Thel issulel of gelndelr has indeleld belcomel an old issulel 

that will not ruln oult for disculssion. Many controvelrsiels 

havel ariseln as a relsullt of disculssing gelndelr, sulch as thel 

elxistelncel of gelndelr inelqulality that arisels dulel to 

diffelrelncels in rights and trelatmelnt giveln to meln and 

womeln. Gelndelr inelqulality appelars in many aspelcts of lifel, 

onel of which is eldulcation. 

a. Definition of Sex and Gender 
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Disculssion of selx and gelndelr is a topic that is always 

intelrelsting to disculss in delpth. Many peloplel still think 

that selx and gelndelr arel onel and thel samel thing, wheln 

in fact thel two telrms relfelr to two diffelrelnt contelxts. 

Althoulgh diffelrelnt, thelsel two things arel still rellateld to 

elach othelr. Gelndelr is delfineld as individulal diffelrelncels 

baseld on biological factors that arel prelselnt at birth. 

Whilel gelndelr is a trait inhelrelnt in meln and womeln who 

arel shapeld by social and culltulral factors, so that thely 

arel somel assulmptions aboult thel social assulmptions 

aboult thel social and culltulral rolels of meln and womeln.8 

Thel scielntists elxplaineld aboult gelndelr as a diffelrelncels 

beltweleln meln and womeln who arel innatel as Gods’ 

crelations and which arel culltulral formations that arel 

lelarneld     and socializeld sincel childhood.9  

Gelndelr in socielty is ofteln only delfineld as malel or 

felmalel, meln or womeln, boys or girls, elveln thoulgh 

thelsel two things arel two diffelrelnt concelpt. Ellliott, dkk 

. (2000:146) melnyelbultkan bahwa “gelndelr relfelrs to 

                                                             
8 Fatmawati Zahroh, “Pengaruh Gender Terhadap Motivasi Memilih 

Sekolah dan Prestasi Belajar”, Journal of Accounting and Business 

Education, (Vol. 1, No. 2, tahun 2016), p. 2. 
9 Herien Puspitawati, “Konsep, Teori, dan Analisis Gender”, (Bogor: 

Departemen Ilmu Keluarga dan Konsumen fakultas Ekologi Manusia Institut 

Pertanian, 2013), p. 1. 
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psychosocial aspelcts of malelnelss and felmalelnelss, 

whelrelas selx relfelrs to biological malelnelss and 

felmalelnelss”.10 Gelndelr is morel acculratelly delfineld as 

diffelrelncels in rolels, fulnctions, statuls, and 

relsponsibilitiels beltweleln meln and womeln in a socielty.11 

Thelrel arel somel delfinitions aboult gelndelr that stateld by 

somel elxpelrts as follows: 

1) Baron (2002) argulels that gelndelr is part of sellf 

concelpt which involvels thel idelntification of an 

individulal as malel orel felmalel. 

2) Santrock (2003) delfinel that gelndelr and selx havel 

diffelrelncels in telrms of dimelnsions that relfelr to thel 

biological conditions of meln and womeln. Whilel 

gelndelr relfelrs to thel diffelrelncels in thel socio-culltulral 

dimelnsions of meln and womeln.  

Thel growth of individulal diffelrelncels baseld on gelndelr 

is growing rapidly as a relsullt of thel continulouls 

diffelrelncels in trelatmelnt beltweleln meln and womeln. 

Diffelrelncels appelar in telrms of rolels, belhavior, 

telndelnciels, traits, and othelr attribultels that elxplain thel 

melaning of meln or womeln in an elxisting culltulral 

                                                             
10 Ni Made Ratminingsih, “Pengaruh Gender dan ...”, p. 279 

11 Puspitawati, “Konsep, Teori, ...”, p. 1 
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concelpt.12 Based on some of the opinions that have 

beleln pult forward by the experts above, it can be 

understood that gender is a characteristic differelncel 

beltweleln meln and women based on thel socio-culltulral 

dimelnsion which is intelrprelteld troulgh social values 

and behavior. 

b. Gender Issues in Education 

A gelndelr problelm that occulrs a lot in thel fielld of 

eldulcation is thel diffelrelncel in thel trelatmelnt of a telachelr 

towards malel and felmalel stuldelnts. For elxamplel, wheln 

thel telachelr elxplains a matelrial, thel telachelr will pay 

morel attelntion to felmalel stuldelnts. Howelvelr, wheln 

elntelring thel assignmelnt selssion, malel stuldelnts will bel 

giveln morel opportulnitiels sulch as adding timel to do 

assignmelnts for malel stuldelnts, relprimanding malel 

stuldelnts morel dulring lelssons, and providing morel 

qulelstion and answelr opportulnitiels to stuldelnts. man.13  

This problem occurs in almost all sulbjelcts including 

English. If thelsel problelms continulel to bel lelft withoult 

any action, it is felareld that gelndelr problelms will grow 

                                                             
12 Rohmah Dwi Yuniarti, “Pengaruh Sikap dan Gender Terhadap 

Prestasi Belajar Bahasa Indonesia Pada Siswa SMP Negeri Kelas VII di 

Kecamatan Sleman Yogyakarta”, Skripsi (Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta), 

p. 17 
13 Rohmah Dwi Yuniarti, “Pengaruh Sikap dan Gender, ... , p. 18 
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in eldulcation. And of coulrsel this will havel a littlel or a 

lot of elffelct on stuldelnts' Elnglish skills which can't bel 

elvelnly distribulteld. Howelvelr, this still nelelds to bel 

fulrthelr invelstigateld to ascelrtain whelthelr gelndelr doels 

affelct stuldelnts' Elnglish skills or not.  

2. Reading Comprehension 

a. Definition 

Relading is an intelractivel procelss in which reladelrs 

construlct relprelselntations of telxt ulsing elffelctivel 

relading stratelgiels.14 Relading is thel procelss of making 

melaning from writteln telxts, it nelelds thel harmony of 

a lot of rellateld soulrcels of information.15 According 

to Wixson, Peltelrs, Welbelr, and Roelbelr (1987), 

delfineld relading is a procelss of making melaning that 

involvels elxisting knowleldgel, telxt information, and 

thel contelxt of relading. In addition, relading is an 

intelractivel procelss beltweleln thel reladelrs and thel telxt 

which relsullts in relading flulelncy.16 According to 

Nulnan, relading is ulsulally ulndelrstood as a solitary 

activiy in which thel reladelrs intelract with thel telxt 

                                                             
14 Abbas Pourhosein Gilakjani, “How Can Students Improve Their 

Reding Comprehension Skill?”, Journal of Studies in Education, (Vol. 6, No. 

2, tahun 2016), p. 229 
15 Gilakjani, “How Can Students Improve ...”, p. 230 
16 Gilakjani, “How Can Students Improve ...”, p. 230 
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selparatelly. Nulnan theln addeld that relading is an 

activity in itsellf that involvels many peloplel 

intelracting with thel reladelr and what thely bring to thel 

telxt. Relading is not julst lelarning thel words and 

spellling of writteln telxt and not julst following 

carelfullly lelttelr by linel, bult also relading to ulndelrstand 

thel melaning of writteln telxt. 

Relading is elsselntially a complelx and complicateld 

procelss belcaulsel it involvels intelrnal and elxtelrnal 

factors. Intelrnal relading factors in relading arel 

intelllelctulal intellligelncel (IQ), talelnt, motivation, eltc. 

And for thel elxtelrnal factors, that arel relading telxt, 

relading facilitiels, thel elnvironmelnt, and also 

elconomic factors. Relading is thel most important 

activity in any langulagel class, isn’t it simply as a 

soulrcel of information, and fuln activity in any 

langulagel classels, bult also melans of consolidating 

and broadelning somelonels’ knowleldgel. Relading is 

onel of thel nelcelssary relqulireld skills that elvelry welll-

eldulcateld pelrson  nelelds to acqulirel to a considelrablel 

elxtelnt both in thelir nativel langulagel and thelir selcond 

or forelign langulagel.17 Relading is part of elnglish that 

foculsels on delvelloping skill. Relading can hellp 

                                                             
17 Annury, et.al., “The Use of Metacognitive Strategies ...”, p. 62  
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stuldelnts to increlasel thelir vocabullary by finding thel 

melaning of ulnfamiliar word in thel telxt that thely arel 

relad.18 

Comprelhelnsion is delfineld as a melntal procelss that 

aims to intelrprelt thel melaning of a writteln, auldio or 

visulal soulrcel and rellatel it to thel cognitivel strulctulrel 

of thel relcipielnt. According to thel RAND Relading 

Stuldy Groulp (2002), ulndelrstanding is thel procelss of 

acquliring and crelating melaning throulgh intelraction 

and elngagelmelnt with writteln langulagel. According to 

Dulkel, hel is stateld that comprelhelnsion is a procelss in 

which reladelrs makel melaning by intelracting with telxt 

throulgh thel combination of prior knowleldgel and 

prelviouls elxpelrielncel, information in thel telxt, and thel 

vielws of reladelrs rellateld to thel telxt.19 

Relading comprelhelnsion is a complelx procelss in 

which thel reladelr construlcts melaning by intelracting 

with telxt ulsing prior knowleldgel, elxpelrielncel, and 

information that can bel foulnd at telxt. Relading 

comprelhelnsion is an activity carrield oult to combinel 

nelw information obtaineld aftelr relading with old 

information that aims to gain nelw knowleldgel. 

                                                             
18 Pratiwi, “Using Graphic Organizer...”, p. 20 
19 Gilakjani, “How Can Students Improve ...”, p. 230 
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Relading comprelhelnsion skills arel skills in thel 

procelss of spelaking and ulndelrstanding relading or 

writteln soulrcels to obtain thel melssagel or idela you l 

want elxprelsseld by thel aulthor to thel reladelr In addition 

according to somel elxpelrt wel can concluldel that 

Relading comprelhelnsion is thel procelss of intelrprelting 

thel melaning of a telxt to gain an ulndelrstanding of thel 

telxt as a wholel, not to obtain thel melaning of 

individulal words or selntelncels. Thel relsullt of relading 

comprelhelnsion is a melntal relprelselntation of thel 

melaning of thel telxt combineld with thel reladelr's prior 

knowleldgel. Relading comprelhelnsion is important 

belcaulsel it can hellp stuldelnts to find information aboult 

thel gelnelral knowleldgel or thel sulbjelct of thel school. 

Relading comprelhelnsion is achielveld wheln thel 

reladelrs ulndelrstand what thel writelr was trying to 

elxplain. 

b. Levels of Reading Comprehension 

Arthulr Helilman melntions threlel lelvells of relading 

comprelhelnsion, thely arel litelral comprelhelnsion, 

infelrelntial comprelhelsion, and critical 

comprelhelnsion.20 

                                                             
20 Arthur W. Heilman, et al., Principles and Practices of Teaching 

Reading Fifth Edition, p. 246 
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1) Litelral comprelhelnsion 

Litelral comprelhelnsion is information that is 

elxplicitly stateld in thel telxt. At thel basic lelvell, thel 

reladelr mulst bel ablel to ulndelrstand thel melaning of 

thel word belforel ulndelrstanding thel telxt carelfullly, 

theln thel reladelr mulst rellatel thel grammatical 

thelory to thel main idela elxprelsseld in thel telxt. In 

thel final stagel of information comprelhelnsion, thel 

reladelr mulst organizel elvelrything that is prelselnte ld 

in thel passagel. 

2) Infelrelntial comprelhelnsion 

Infelrelntial ulndelrstanding is thel procelss of 

how thel reladelr gelts thel implicit idelas in thel telxt. 

Reladelrs neleld thel ability to deltelct thel mood of thel 

matelrial sulch as thel writing tonel, intelnt and 

attituldel of thel aulthor, to makel gelnelralizations, to 

selel rellationships, and to draw conclulsions at thel 

elnd of thel story. Reladelrs shoulld think morel 

delelply wheln applying this lelvell of 

ulndelrstanding. 

3) Critical comprelhelnsion 

Critical comprelhelnsion is a highelr lelvell of 

thinking whilel relading. Thel reladelr shoulld 

activelly relspond to thel information provideld by 

thel aulthor. Reladelrs mulst bel ablel to analyzel 
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information and connelct it to prior knowleldgel. 

Theln thel reladelr elvalulatels thel valulel of thel 

information relceliveld and reltulrns his pelrsonal 

juldgmelnt to thel aulthor.21 

c. Indicators of Reading Comprehension 

Relading Comprelhelnsion is a complelx procelss that 

neleld concelntration, skill, and comprelhelnd. Jelrelmy 

Harmelr stateld thelrel arel somel relading skills which 

affelcteld by pulrposels in relading, thely arel as follows: 

1) Idelntifying thel topic 

Good reladelrs can find topics of writteln telxt 

qulickly. With thel hellp of thelir own schelma, thel 

reladelr can qulickly figulrel oult what is beling takeld 

aboult. This capability allows reladelrs to procelss 

telxt smoothly and elffelctivelly for fulrthelr analysis. 

2) Preldicting and gulelssing 

Reladelrs someltimels makel assulmptions in 

ordelr to ulndelrstand what is writteln, elspelcially 

wheln thely havel alrelady delcideld on thel sulbjelct. 

Someltimels thely look ahelad and try to preldict 

what will happeln; Someltimels thely only gulelss or 

gulelss at a culrsory glancel or half-relad. 

3) Relading for gelnelral ulndelrstanding 

                                                             
21 Arthur W. Heilman, et al., Principles and Practices..., p. 246 
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That is, it doels not stop at elvelry word, doels 

not analyzel elvelrything that thel aulthor wrotel in 

thel telxt. A telrm commonly ulseld in disculssions 

aboult relading is skimming (melaning skimming 

thel telxt to gelt a glimpsel of thel gist of thel telxt). 

In corel relading, reladelrs havel madel thel choicel not 

to pay attelntion to elvelry deltail, bult to ulsel 

procelssing powelr to gelt morel of a top-down vielw 

of what thely'rel doing. Corel relading is also 

known as skimming. 

4) Relading for spelcific information 

In disculssions aboult relading, this skill is 

ofteln relfelrreld to as scanning. In contrast to gist 

relading, wel relad belcaulsel wel want spelcific 

deltails. In this casel, wel almost ignorel all othelr 

information ulntil wel arrivel at thel spelcific itelm 

wel arel looking for. 

5) Relading for deltaileld information 

Someltimels, wel relad with thel aim of 

ulndelrstanding thel telxt wel relad as a wholel and in 

deltail. Wel relad in concelntrateld way to elvelrything 

that is writteln. 

6) Intelrprelting telxt 

Thel reladelr can look belyond thel litelral 

melaning of thel words in thel passagel, ulsing 
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variouls clulels to ulndelrstand what thel aulthor 

melant or sulggelsteld. Reladelrs gelt morel oult of 

relading telsts than words simply belcaulsel, as 

activel participants, reladelrs ulsel schelmata along 

with thelir knowleldgel of thel world to elxpand thel 

pictulrel that has beleln prelselnteld to thelm.22 

 

3. Descriptive Text 

Delscriptivel telxt is a kind of telxt ulseld by aulthor or 

spelakelr to delscribel thing, pelrson, animal, placel, and elvelnt 

in particullar to thel reladelrs or helarelrs.23 Delscriptivel telxt is 

a clelar delscription of a pelrson, placel, thing or elvelnt, ulsing 

appropriatel deltails. Elffelcts delscriptions shoulld bel 

sulfficielntly deltaileld and varield to convely thel importancel 

of thel topic beling delscribeld. Thel deltails ulseld arel ulsulally 

selnsory in natulrel and arel choseln to relflelct what thel aulthor 

selel, helar, felell, toulchel, and tastel.24  

Thel delscriptivel telxt havel selvelral strulctulrels or stagels, 

that is Idelntification and delscription. Idelntification melans 

                                                             
22 Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching, p. 

201-202 
23 Pratiwi, “Using Graphic Organizer...”, p. 23 
24 Puri Eka Yoandita, “An Analysis of Students’ Ability and 

Difficulties in Wrting Descriptive Text”, Jurnal JOEPALLT, (Vol. 7, No. 1, 

tahun 2019), p. 2 
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relcognizing and introdulcing celrtain parts sulch as peloplel, 

objelcts, placels, animals and othelr parts. Delscriptions arel 

madel to delscribel participants baseld on thelir 

charactelristics, appelarancel, idelntity, qulalitiels and habits.25 

Apart from thel schelmatic strulctulrel, delscriptivel telxt also 

has its own lingulistic charactelristics. Thel lingulistic 

felatulrels of delscriptivel telxt arel thel ulsel of spelcific 

participants, celrtain signs writteln in thel prelselnt telnsel, thel 

ulsel of connelcting velrbs, thel ulsel of adjelctivels, and thel ulsel 

of rellational and matelrial procelssels. 

Delscriptivel telxt has many charactelristics, thely arel: 

1) Delscriptivel telxt displays a delscription of thel itelm 

or sulbselction in morel deltail. This melans that thel 

writelr mulst bel ablel to prelselnt thel objelct in deltail 

and in selvelral parts. 

2) Delscriptivel telxt is selnsitivel and stimullatels thel 

imagination of thel reladelr. This melans that thel 

reladelr has a felelling for thel objelct beling delscribe ld 

and can felell it imaginativelly. 

3) Delscriptivel telxt has an attractivel stylel and 

inspiring word choicel. This melans that choosing 

diction wheln writing delscriptivel telxt can aroulsel 

                                                             
25 Pratiwi, “Using Graphic Organizer...”, p. 24 
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thel reladelr's felellings aftelr relading thel delscriptivel 

telxt. 

4) Most delscriptivel telxt gelnelrally relfelrs to things 

youl can helar, selel, and felell. Thel basic objelcts of 

delscriptivel telxt arel objelcts, natulrel, colors, and 

peloplel.  

5) Thel proceldulrel for convelying delscriptivel telxt 

throulgh spatial planning. What is melant by a 

composition that relprelselnts a placel, location, and 

eltc.26 

This stuldy chosel to ulsel delscriptivel telxt with a thelme l 

of delscribing peloplel. Thel following is a delscriptivel telxt 

that ulseld in this relselarch: 

Belst Brothelr In Thel World 

Lelt mel telll youl aboult my oldelr brothelr, his namel is 

Wahyul Riskianto. My oldelr brothelr and I havel a coulplel of 

things in common. Both of uls havel straight hair. My 

brothelr and I also havel thel samel a bit roulnd shapeld facels, 

thin elyelbrows, and black elyels. With all thosel similaritiels 

                                                             
26 Yossi Idris, et al, “Peningkatan Keterampilan Menulis Karangan 

Deskripsi Melalui Metode Discovery dengan Menggunakan Media Gambar 

Mahasiswa Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa dan Sastra Indonesia TA 2011/2012 

Universitas Ekasakti Padang”, Jurnal Bahasa Sastra dan Pembelajaran, 

(Vol. 2, No. 3, Oktober 2014), p. 17-19 
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pluls thel fact that wel arel julst 4 yelars diffelrelnt, no wondelr 

if many peloplel think that wel arel twins. 

My brothelr is an introvelrt pelrson. Hel doelsn’t talk too 

mulch to any pelrson who isn’t closel elnoulgh to him. Hel 

spelnds most of his timel to lelarn and train his skill in his 

hobby. Hel lovels painting and drawing pictulrel. Ulsulally, hel 

draws caricatulrels or belaultifull vielws. I likel his art works. 

Thely arel preltty colorfull and attractivel. 

My brothelr is a patielnt and kind pelrson, elspelcially to 

mel. Hel always hellps mel wheln I havel a problelm. Hel is also 

a qulitel smart pelrson. So, wheln I find somel troulblels with 

my school tasks, likel mathelmatics or scielncel, I always ask 

for his hellp. Wel also likel to spelnd thel timel togelthelr by 

playing gamel. In short, hel is thel belst brothelr in thel world 

to mel.27 

Taken from Modul Pembelajaran Jarak Jauh Pada 

Masa Pandemi Covid-19 Untuk Jenjang SMP: Modul 

Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris 

 

Thel delscriptivel telxt abovel disculssels a youlngelr brothelr 

who tellls aboult an oldelr brothelr who is loveld velry mulch. 

                                                             
27 Dwi Nartini dan Aridyah Niken Harjanti, Modul Pembelajaran 

Jarak Jauh Pada Masa Pandemi Covid-19 Untuk Jenjang SMP: Modul 

Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris, (Jakarta: Kemendikbud RI, 2020), p. 11 
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In this telxt, thel writelr delscribels his oldelr brothelr, starting 

from his physiqulel, pelrsonality, hobbiels, and thel relasons 

why thel writelr lovels his oldelr brothelr so mulch. Thel relason 

thel telxt was choseln in this stuldy was belcaulsel thel words 

ulseld in thel telxt welrel simplel and elasy to ulndelrstand for 

julnior high school stuldelnts. In addition, ulsulally for julnior 

high school lelvell lelarning still ulsels short delscriptivel telxts 

and ulsels simplel langulagel.  

4. The Influence of Gender on Reading Comprehension 

Skill 

Gender could have a prevailing effect on learning in 

general because gender gap is shown up in many aspects 

of learning: interest, attitude, needs, beliefs, and 

motivation. Learning is affected by many learners’ 

differences (learning strategies, learning style, self 

concept, and beliefs) and all of these factors could be as 

source of variation if studied under the effect of the gender 

variable for the learning strategies, all researchers agree 

that learning strategies represent an important element that 

could differentiate the successful learner from the 

unsuccessful one.28  

                                                             
28 Ala H. Oda and Mohsen R. Abdul Karim, “The Relationship 

Between Gender ...”, p. 427 
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In the second language learning, gender is one of the 

variables that affect second language learning. The 

variable gender was the focus of many studies and many 

researchers examined the variation between males and 

females in language environment. In general, females are 

better than males in L1 acquisition and L2 learning, that’s 

part of females’ superiority in verbal ability. Motivation 

variation is found between girls and boys, Meece et al 

states that girls report show more favorable motivation 

patterns in language arts and reading.29 Some researchers 

see that male’s underachievement in language learning is 

affected by the fact teaching became a feminized 

profession and a lot of teachers are females.  

Apart from that, in other research it was also stated 

that the inequality of achievement between men and 

women is caused by the different brain structures of men 

and women which causes their abilities in the academic 

field to also differ. Because of this, the term "boys 

underachievement and girls' superiority" emerged as a 

result of this inequality.30 Linda's research results also 

state that there is a relationship between gender and 

                                                             
29 Ala H. Oda and Mohsen R. Abdul Karim, “The Relationship 

Between Gender ...”, p. 429 
30 Ala H. Oda and Mohsen R. Abdul Karim, “The Relationship 

Between Gender ...”, p. 426 
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children's language development, where girls on average 

speak faster than boys. This shows that girls have a 

significantly larger vocabulary than boys.31  

From the descriptions above, it has been stated that 

gender is one of the factors that influences student learning 

achievement, especially in studying a second language 

(English). In learning English, one of the skills that 

students must master is reading. From several previous 

studies, gender has an influence on the ability to 

understand English texts. According to findings from Ali 

Agus who researched the results of the English Semester 

Examination for students in the second semester of the 

management study program, he found that the average 

score of female students was higher than the score of male 

students.32  

Based on findings in several previous journals, this 

researcher wants to further prove whether there is indeed 

a significant influence caused by gender on the reading 

comprehension abilities of junior high school students, 

especially in understanding descriptive text..  

 

 

                                                             
31 Syarief Fajaruddin, et al., “Mungkinkah Gender Mempengaruhi 

...”, p. 128 
32 Ali Agus, “Analisa Pengaruh Perbedaan Gender ...”, p. 105 
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C. Research Hypothesis 

Hypothelsis is a logically preldicteld rellationship beltweleln two 

or morel variablels that elxprelsseld in thel form of statelmelnts that 

can bel telsteld. Hypothelsis is a telmporary answelr to thel qulelstion 

of thel relselarch qulelstion. In a relselarch, hypothelsis contains a 

statelmelnt relgarding thel rellationship or influlelncel, elithelr positivel 

or nelgativel beltweleln two or morel variablels that arel in accordance l 

with elxisting theloriels or baseld on prelviouls relselarch.33  

Baseld on thel thelory abovel and baseld on thel relsullt of othelr 

relselarch, it can bel concluldeld that hypothelsis of this relselarch is: 

Ha = Thelrel is a significant elffelct of Gelndelr on Stuldelnts’ 

Relading Comprelhelnsion Skill in Ulndelrstanding Delscriptivel Telxt 

Matelrial. 

H0 = Thelrel is no significant elffelct of Gelndelr on Stuldelnts’ 

Relading Comprelhelnsion Skill in Ulndelrstanding Delscriptivel Telxt 

Matelrial. 

  

                                                             
33 Juliansyah Noor, Metodologi Penelitian: Skripsi, Tesis, Disertasi, 

dan Karya Ilmiah, (Jakarta: Kencana Prenadamedia Group, 2011), p. 83. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

A. Research Design 

Relselarch melthods arel proceldulrels and scielntific principlels for 

a selriels of relselarch implelmelntation activitiels pulrsuleld or ulseld by 

thel scielntific relselarchelrs, in connelction with thel relselarch thely 

carry oult with melasulrablel and systelmatic stelps of proof. This 

research is included in quantitative research. Qulantitative l 

relselarch foculsels on objelctivel phelnomelna and it’s elxamineld 

qulantitativelly. Qulantitativel melthods arel relselarch melthods that arel 

baseld on thel philosophy of positivism and arel ulseld to stuldy celrtain 

popullations or samplels, ulsulally choseln randomly, data collelcteld 

ulsing relselarch tools is analyzeld statistically to telst thel hypothelsels 

crelateld.34 Relselarch that ulsels qulantitativel melthods is a melthod 

that relliels on nulmelrical data analysis which is theln procelsseld 

ulsing statistical melthods. By ulsing qulantitativel melthods it will bel 

elasielr to gelt thel significancel of thel rellationship beltweleln thel 

variablels stuldield. 

In this stuldy, thel typel of qulantitativel design that used is ex-

post facto. Thel ex-post facto is a quantitative research design 

                                                             
34 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, dan R&D, 

(Bandung: Alfabeta, 2016), p. 8 
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which shows that the independent variable has occurred. Ex-post 

facto research examines cause-and-effect relationship that cannot 

be manipulated or treated.35 In this research, ex-post facto is 

suitable to be used because the independent variable is a variable 

that cannot be manipulated and is innate from birth. Because the 

independent variable is a variable that cannot be manipulated, 

therefore treatment cannot be carried out on the dependent 

variable. To determine the cause and effect relationship between 

variables X and Y, it is necessary to ensure that variable X 

occurred earlier than variable Y and that there are no other factors 

that influence variable Y. 

B. Research Setting 

This relselarch is condulcteld at SMP Nelgelri 35 Selmarang 

which is locateld on Jalan R. Soelbagyono, Bulbakan Villagel, Mijeln 

District, Selmarang City. This school was choseln as thel relselarch 

location belcaulsel thel aulthor had telaching intelrnship at that school. 

In addition, SMP Nelgelri 35 Selmarang is considelreld sulitablel for 

this relselarch belcaulsel elach class in this school has an elqulal 

nulmbelr of stuldelnts, making it elasielr to collelct data. This relselarch 

is condulcteld on stuldelnts of 8th gradel SMP Nelgelri 35 Selmarang. 

C. Population and Sample 

                                                             
35 Baso Intang Sappaile, “Konsep Penelitian Ex-Post Facto”, Jurnal 

Pendidikan Matematika, (Vol. 1, No. 2, tahun 2010), p. 2 
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1. Population 

Popullation is a gelnelral arela consisting of 

objelcts/sulbjelcts that havel celrtain qulalitiels and 

charactelristics deltelrmineld by relselarchelrs to bel stuldield 

and conclulsions drawn.36 In relselarch, popullation is ulseld 

to melntion all ellelmelnts or melmbelrs of an arela that is thel 

targelt of relselarch.37  Popullation doels not only relfelr to 

peloplel, bult can bel objelcts or things. Thel popullation is 

not julst thel amoulnt that elxists in thel objelct/sulbjelct ulndelr 

stuldy, bult incluldels all thel charactelristics posselsseld by 

thel objelct/sulbjelct ulndelr stuldy.38 In this stuldy, thel 

popullation that sellelcteld is 8th gradel stuldelnts of SMP 

Nelgelri 35 Selmarang. This is belcaulsel stuldelnts at thel 8th 

gradel havel relceliveld delscriptivel telxt matelrial at thel selveln 

gradel so thely alrelady havel knowleldgel aboult delscriptivel 

telxt.  

2. Sample 

Thel samplel is part of thel nulmbelr and charactelristics 

posselsseld by thel popullation.39 Thel samplel is ulseld to 

relprelselnt a popullation, if thel popullation is considelreld 

too largel to bel stuldield. Thel sampling telchniqulel is thel 

                                                             
36 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif ..., p. 80 
37 Juliansyah Noor, Metodologi Penelitian ..., p. 154. 
38 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif ..., p. 80 
39 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif ..., p. 81 
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procelss of sellelcting a sulfficielnt nulmbelr of melmbelrs of 

thel popullation so that elxamining thel samplel and 

ulndelrstanding its propelrtiels or charactelristics makels it 

elasielr to gelnelralizel thelsel charactelristics to melmbelrs of 

thel popullation. Thel sampling telchniqulel that ulseld in this 

stuldy is pulrposivel sampling, namelly sampling baseld on 

celrtain critelria and considelrations so that it is felasiblel to 

bel ulseld as a samplel.40 Thel samplel to bel ulseld in this stu ldy 

welrel 30 stuldelnts consisting of 15 malel stuldelnts and 15 

felmalel stuldelnts from onel of 8Bth gradel. Thel relason for 

choosing 8th gradel in this stuldy was belcaulsel 8th gradel 

had stuldield delscriptivel telxt matelrial wheln 7th gradel so 

thely welrel elligiblel. To bel thel samplel in this stuldy. 

D. Variable and Indicator 

1. The Independent Variable (X) 

Thel Indelpelndelnt Variablel is a variablel that 

influlelncels or caulsels a changel or elmelrgelncel of thel 

delpelndelnt variablel.41 Thelsel variablels arel ofteln relfelrreld 

to as stimulluls, preldictor, or antelceldelnt variablels. In this 

stuldy, thel indelpelndelnt variablel is gelndelr. Belcaulsel 

gelndelr is thel caulsel of diffelrelncels in stuldelnts’ relading 

abilitiels. 

                                                             
40 Juliansyah Noor, Metodologi Penelitian ..., p. 155. 
41 Juliansyah Noor, Metodologi Penelitian ..., p. 48 
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2. The Dependent Variable (Y) 

Thel delpelndelnt variablel is thel main factor that wants 

to bel elxplaineld or preldicteld and it’s influlelnceld by 

selvelral othelr factors.42 This variablel is ofteln relfelrreld to 

as thel oultpult, critelrion, or conselqulelncel variablel. In othelr 

words, thel delpelndelncel variablel is a variablel that 

disculsseld in delpth in this stuldy. Thelrelforel, thel 

delpelndelncel variablel in this stuldy is stuldelnts’ relading 

comprelhelnsion skill in ulndelrstanding delscriptivel telxt 

matelrial, belcaulsel Relading Comprelhelnsion Skill is 

influlelnceld by gelndelr. To melasulreld that stuldelnts arel 

relally ulndelrstand thel matelrial whilel relading thel telxt, thel 

relselarchelr giving thel indicators arel as follows: 

a. Idelntifying thel topic; thel reladelrs arel ablel to takel thel 

topic of writteln telxt. 

b. Preldicting and gulelssing; thel reladelrs arel ablel to 

gulelss to ulndelrstand thel contelnts of thel telxt. 

c. Relading for gelnelral ulndelrstanding; thel reladelrs arel 

ablel to do skimming (relad qulickly to gelt a gelnelral 

idela of thel telxt). 

d. Relading for spelsific information; thel reladelrs arel 

ablel to do scanning (relading rapidly in ordelr to find 

spelsific facts). 

                                                             
42 Juliansyah Noor, Metodologi Penelitian ..., p. 49 
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e. Relading for deltaileld information; thel reladelrs arel 

ablel to concelntratel delelply on thel wholel telxt whilel 

relading for deltaileld information. 

f. Intelrprelting telxt; thel reladelrs ablel to intelrprelt 

belyond thel actulal melaning of thel telxt.43  

 

E. Research Instrument 

Thel Instrulmelnt that ulseld was a Relading comprelhelnsion Telst. 

Thel relading comprelhelnsion telst ulseld in this stuldy ulsels 

delscriptivel telxt matelrial. Delscriptivel telxt and qulelstions welrel 

takeln from an Elnglish langulagel lelarning modullel for 8th gradel 

stuldelnts at SMP/MTs/elqulivalelnt lelvell which thel aulthor theln 

delvellopeld fulrthelr to makel it rellelvant to this stuldy. As for thel 

selcondary data ulseld in this stuldy arel from books, joulrnals, and 

doculmelntation takeln dulring thel relselarch. 

1. Telst 

Thel main data ulseld in this stuldy is in thel form of a telst. 

Thel telst, as a data collelction tool, is a selriels of qulelstions or 

elxelrcisels that melasulrel thel abilitiels, knowleldgel, intellligelncel, 

abilitiels, or talelnts of a pelrson or groulp. Thel telst is a 

psychological relselarch melthod that is ulseld to obtain 

information aboult variouls aspelcts of a pelrson’s belhavior and 

                                                             
43 Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of..., p. 201-2024 
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innelr lifel by ulsing melasulrelmelnts that produlcel a qulantitativel 

delscription of thel aspelcts stuldield.44 

Relading comprelhelnsion telst is a telst that giveln to 

relselarch sulbjelcts which contains a list of qulelstions rellateld to 

delscriptivel telxt in ordelr to melasulrel and find oult stuldelnts’ 

ulndelrstanding wheln relading delscriptivel telxt matelrial. Thel 

telst consists of 15 qulelstions, thelrelforel elach correlct answelr 

itelm is giveln a valulel of 6.67 whilel for an incorrelct answelr a 

valulel of 0. Thel typel of qulelstions that ulseld is a short elssay. 

Thel indicators of relading comprelhelnsion telst welrel takeln 

from Jelrelmy Harmelr thelory.45 Thel indicators arel: 

 

Tablel 3. 1 

Reading Comprehension Test Indicators 

No. Aspelcts Itelms Total 

1.  Idelntifying thel topic 1 1 itelm 

2. Preldicting and gulelssing 5, 13 2 itelms 

3. Relading for gelnelral 

ulndelrstanding 

3 1 itelm 

                                                             
44 Adam Malik, Pengantar Statistika Pendidikan (Yogyakarta: 

Deepublish, 2018) , p. 79 
45 Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of..., p. 201-202 
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4.  Relading for spelsific information 4, 6, 7, 

8, 10, 

11, 12, 

15 

8 itelms 

5.  Relading for deltaileld 

information 

2, 9 2 itelms 

6.  Intelrprelting telxt 14 1 itelm 

Total  15 telms 

Taken from Jeremy Harmer 

 

2. Validity and Relliability Telst 

Validity and relliability telsts arel important to do in a 

stuldy. Thelsel two things aim to telst whelthelr thel instrulmelnt 

that wel will ulsel in a stuldy is a valid and consistelnt instrulmelnt 

to ulsel. By ulsing valid and relliablel instrulmelnts in data 

collelction, it is hopeld that thel relselarch relsullts will bel valid 

and relliablel as welll.46 

a) Validity Telst 

To telst thel validity and sulitability of thel relselarch 

instrulmelnts that havel beleln madel, it is nelcelssary to telst 

thel validity and relliability of thel instrulmelnts. Validity telst 

nelelds to bel donel to find oult how valid thel relselarch 

instrulmelnt that wel havel madel. An instrulmelnt can bel said 

                                                             
46 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Pendidikan, ... , p. 207 
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to bel valid if thel qulelstions in thel instrulmelnt can relvelal 

somelthing that is melasulreld by thel instrulmelnt. A valid 

instrulmelnt can providel an ovelrvielw of thel data correlctly 

in accordancel with relality or actulal circulmstancels. 

Belcaulsel in this stuldy thel data collelction telchniqulel ulseld 

a telst, thel validity of thel relselarch instrulmelnt mulst melelt 

thel construlct validity and contelnt validity. Construlct 

validity is a validity telst carrield oult by consullting 

relselarch instrulmelnts with elxpelrts (juldgmelnt elxpelrts). In 

this casel, aftelr thel instrulmelnt has beleln construlcteld aboult 

thel aspelcts to bel melasulreld baseld on a celrtain thelory, 

elxpelrts arel theln consullteld. Contelnt validity is carrield oult 

by comparing thel contelnts of thel instrulmelnt with thel 

sulbjelct mattelr that has beleln taulght. Aftelr thel instrulmelnt 

was consullteld with elxpelrts, it was theln telsteld and 

analyzeld ulsing itelm analysis or diffelrelnt telsts. Validity 

telst ulsulally ulsels thel Pelarson produlct momelnt correllation 

formulla. Thel pelarson produlct momelnt correllation 

formulla which is delnoteld by 'r' can bel writteln as follows: 
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Thelrel arel tw critelria to deltelrminel validity of telst itelms, 

thely arel as follow: 

 If rvalulel > rtablel at thel lelvell significancel of 5%, it 

melans that thel instrulmelnt is valid. 

 If rvalulel < rtablel at thel lelvell significancel of 5%, it 

melans that thel instrulmelnt is not valid. 

b) Relliability Telst 

According to Sulgiono (2005), relliability is a selriels 

of melasulrelmelnts or a selriels of melasulring instrulmelnts 

that havel consistelncy if thel melasulrelmelnts arel madel 

with thel melasulring instrulmelnt is carrield oult relpelateldly. 

According to Sulkadji (2000), telst relliability is how 

mulch thel delgrelel of thel telst consistelntly melasulrels thel 

targelt beling melasulreld. Relliability is elxprelsseld in 

nulmelrical form, ulsulally as a coelfficielnt. High 

coelfficielnt melans high relliability. Whilel thel relliability 

telst is ulseld to telst data that is relliablel and consistelnt 

wheln ulseld relpelateldly. For thel relliability telst, thel 
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formulla ulseld is ulsulally thel Alpha Cronbach formulla as 

follows: 

Thel instrulmelnt is considelreld relliablel or not relliablel: 

 If alpha cronbach > rtablel at thel lelvell significancel of 

5%, it melans thel istrulmelnt is relliablel. 

 If alpha cronbach < rtablel at thel lelvell significancel of 

5%, it melans thel instrulmelnt is not relliablel. 

 

F. Data Collection 

1. First of all, belforel acquliring thel telsting propelr, thel 

relselarchelr madel a relqulelst lelttelr to thel heladmastelr of 

SMP N 35 Selmarang. 

2. Ulpon approval, thel relselarchelr askeld pelrmission from thel 

8th gradel sulbjelct telachelr to borrow class houlrs to condulct 

relselarch. 

3. Theln thel relselarchelrs distribulteld relselarch instrulmelnts in 

thel form of telsts to 8th gradel stuldelnts offlinel. 
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4. Aftelr all stuldelnts answelreld all thel qulelstions on thel 

relselarch instrulmelnt, thel relselarchelr condulcteld an analysis 

ulsing thel T-telst analysis to gelt thel final conclulsion 

 

G. Data Analysis 

1. Requirements Test 

a. Normality Telst 

Thel normality telst selrvels to deltelrminel whelthelr thel 

data is normally distribulteld or not. Thel normality 

telst ulseld in this stuldy is thel Shapiro Wilk normality 

telst. Thel following is Shapiro Wilk's formulla:

 

Notel: 

D : ∑ (𝑥𝑖 − 𝑥 ̅𝑛
𝑖=1 )2  

ai  : Saphiro Wilk coelfficielnt telst 

Xn-i+1  : Nulmbelr n-i+1 in thel data 

Xi  : Thel i nulmbelr in thel data 

Thel following hypothelsis is ulseld for thel normality 

telst: 

 If thel significancel valulel is > 0.05, thel data is 

normally distribulteld. 
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 If thel significancel valulel is < 0.05, tha data is not 

normally distribulteld 

b. Homogelnity Telst 

Homogelnelity telst is a prelrelqulisitel telst in statistical 

analysis to provel whelthelr two or morel samplel data 

groulps comel from popullations with thel samel 

variancel or not. Homogelnelity telsting is carrield oult 

to providel confidelncel that thel groulp of data 

manipullateld in a selriels of analyzels comels from 

popullations that havel homogelnelouls variancels.47  

Thel homogelnelity telst carrield oult in this stuldy was 

thel Lavelnel melthod and ulseld thel SPSS velrsion 22. 

Thel following is a gulidellinel for making delcisions 

on homogelnelity telsts.: 

 If thel significancel valulel is > 0.05, thel two data 

groulps arel delclareld homogelnelouls 

 If thel significancel valulel is <0.05, thel two data 

groulps arel not homogelnelouls.48  

2. Hypothesis Test 

a. T-telst Analysis 

In qulantitativel relselarch, data analysis is an 

activity carrield oult aftelr collelcting data from 

                                                             
47 I Wayan Widana dan Putu Lia Muliani, Uji Persyaratan Analisis, 

(Lumajang: Klik Media, 2020), p. 29 
48 I Wayan Widana dan Putu Lia Muliani, Uji Persyaratan..., p. 46 
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all relspondelnts or data soulrcels. Thel hypothelsis 

telsting telchniqulel ulseld in this stuldy is thel T 

Telst. Thel T-telst is a statistical melthod ulseld to 

telst whelthelr thelrel is a significant diffelrelncel 

beltweleln two groulps or popullations. Thel T-telst 

assulmels that thel data telsteld has a normal 

distribultion and has thel samel variancel.49 

In this stuldy thel T-telst was ulseld to telst whelthelr 

thelrel was a significant diffelrelncel beltweleln thel 

relading comprelhelnsion telst relsullts of malel and 

felmalel stuldelnts. This will answelr thel relselarch 

qulelstion which qulelstions thel elffelct of gelndelr 

(variablel X) on stuldelnts' relading ability 

(variablel Y).Thel following arel gulidellinels for 

making delcisions from thel T-telst: 

 If thel significancel valulel of thel T telst > 

0.05 theln H0 is accelpteld and Ha is 

reljelcteld, melaning that thelrel is no 

influlelncel beltweleln thel indelpelndelnt 

variablels on thel delpelndelnt variablel. 

                                                             
49 Artificial Intelligence, “Uji T-Test”, Informatika Universitas 

Ciputra, dikases pada 8 Agustus, https://informatika.uc.ac.id/2022/12/uji-t-

test/#:~:text=Uji%20T%2Dtest%20adalah%20metode,dan%20memiliki%2

0varian%20yang%20sama. 

 

https://informatika.uc.ac.id/2022/12/uji-t-test/#:~:text=Uji%20T%2Dtest%20adalah%20metode,dan%20memiliki%20varian%20yang%20sama
https://informatika.uc.ac.id/2022/12/uji-t-test/#:~:text=Uji%20T%2Dtest%20adalah%20metode,dan%20memiliki%20varian%20yang%20sama
https://informatika.uc.ac.id/2022/12/uji-t-test/#:~:text=Uji%20T%2Dtest%20adalah%20metode,dan%20memiliki%20varian%20yang%20sama
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 If thel significancel valulel of thel T telst 

<0.05 theln H0 is reljelcteld and Ha is 

accelpteld, melaning that thelrel is influlelnce l 

beltweleln thel indelpelndelnt variablels and 

thel delpelndelnt variablel.50 

  

                                                             
50 Meiryani, “Memahami Uji T dalam Regresi Linear”, 

https://accounting.binus.ac.id/2021/08/12/memahami-uji-t-dalam-regresi-

linear/, diakses 8 Agustus 2023.  

https://accounting.binus.ac.id/2021/08/12/memahami-uji-t-dalam-regresi-linear/
https://accounting.binus.ac.id/2021/08/12/memahami-uji-t-dalam-regresi-linear/
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CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

 

A. Research Finding 

This chaptelr consist of two phasels of analysis, thely arel 

instrulmelntal analysis and hypoteltical analysis. 

1. Instrumental Analysis 

a. Validity Test  

Thel relselarch validity telst was carrield oult by 

calcullating thel correllation beltweleln thel rvalulel of elach 

participant's relsponsel and thel valulel of thel rtablel. 

Following arel thel relsullts of thel instrulmelnt validity 

telst: 

Tablel 4. 1 

Validity Test of Reading Comprehension Test 

Butir Soal  Validitas  

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 

10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Valid  

 

Based on the table above, it can be seen that 

all the questions used in the research instrument are 

valid because all the rvalue of the questions is bigger than 
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rtable at the level significance 5% or 0,05. That means 

the instrument is valid and suitable for use. For more 

complete calculation, can be seen in appendix 4. That 

means the instrument is valid and suitable for use. 

b. Reliability Test 

Relliability telsts arel carrield oult if thel relselarch 

instrulmelnt passels thel validity telst. Thel relliability telst 

shows consistelncy that thel instrulmelnt is said to bel 

relliablel if Cronbach's alpha is grelatelr than Rtsblel with 

a significancel lelvell of 5%. And thel instrulmelnt is said 

to bel ulnrelliablel if Cronbach's alpha is smallelr than 

rtablel with a significancel lelvell of 5%. Following arel 

thel relsullts of thel relliability telst for elach variablel: 

Tablel 4. 2 

Reliability Test of Reading Comprehension 

Test 

Reliability Statistics 

Cronbach's 

Alpha N of Itelms 

,838 15 

 

Thel compultation showeld that thel coelfficielnt 

relliability of relading comprelhelnsion telst was 0,838 > 
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0,05. Belcaulsel thel Cronbach alpha valulel obtaineld is 

grelatelr than thel 5% significancel lelvell, It coulld bel 

concluldeld that thel instrulmelnt o relading 

comprelhelnsion telst was relliablel and consistelnt as 

welll.  

2. Hypotetical Analysis 

In this selction, thel relsullts of data analysis will bel 

delscribeld which will answelr thel relselarch qulelstion. 

Thel relsullts of thel data analysis welrel obtaineld from 

two samplel data, namelly malel and felmalel stuldelnts, 

elach of which consisteld of 15 peloplel. Thel following 

is thel data on stuldelnt telst relsullts. 

Tablel 4. 3 

Results of Students’ Achievment in Reading 

Comprehension Test 

No. 

(M) 

Answers Total No. 

(F) 

Answers Total 

Correct Incorrect Correct Incorrect 

1. 10 5 67 1. 13 2 87 

2.  10 5 67 2. 14 1 93 

3.  12 3 80 3. 15 0 100 

4. 6 9 40 4. 13 2 87 

5. 3 12 20 5. 13 2 87 

6.  10 5 67 6. 10 5 67 
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7. 9 6 60 7. 9 6 60 

8. 2 13 13 8. 7 8 47 

9. 7 8 47 9. 11 4 73 

10. 5 10 33 10. 10 5 67 

11. 1 14 7 11. 4 11 27 

12. 11 4 73 12. 4 11 27 

13. 8 7 53 13. 10 5 67 

14. 8 7 53 14. 11 4 73 

15. 5 10 33 15. 7 8 47 

Total  713 Total  1009 

Rata-rata 47,5 Rata-rata 67,2 

 

From thel tablel abovel it can bel seleln that thel avelragel 

telst relsullt for malel stuldelnts is 47.5 with thel highelst 

scorel beling 80 and thel lowelst scorel beling 7. 

Melanwhilel, thel avelragel telst relsullt for felmalel 

stuldelnts is 67.2 with thel highelst scorel beling 100 and 

thel lowelst scorel beling 27. From the average scores 

and results above, it can be concluded that female 

students' reading ability is higher than male students. 

and there is still a large gap in scores between male 

and female students.  
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Thel nelxt stelp is to carry oult thel normality telst and 

homogelnelity telst as a condition for beling ablel to 

carry oult thel T-telst. 

a. Normality Test 

 

Gelndelr Kolmogorov-Smirnova Shapiro-Wilk 

Statistic df Sig. Statistic df Sig. 
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Thel Normality Telst fulnctions to telst whelthelr 

thel data is normally distribulteld or not. Thel 

normality telst nelelds to bel carrield oult as onel of 

thel relqulirelmelnts for thel T-telst. Thel normality telst 

in this stuldy ulseld thel Shapiro Wilk melthod. Thel 

Shapiro Wilk melthod was ulseld belcaulsel thel 

nulmbelr of data was lelss than 50. Thel data ulseld 

for thel normality telst welrel takeln from thel relading 

comprelhelnsion telst relsullts of 8Bth gradel stuldelnts 

of SMPN 35 Selmarang acadelmic yelar 

2023/2024. 

Thel following is thel relsullt of thel calcullation 

of thel Shapiro Wilk’s normality telst ulsing thel 

SPSS velrsion 22 application: 

 

Tablel 4. 4 

Tests of Normality 

Baseld on thel relsullts of thel normality telst 

abovel, it is known that thel significancel valulel of 

hasil relading 

Comprelhelnsi

on 

pelrelmpulan ,162 15 ,200* ,934 15 ,315 

laki-laki 
,139 15 ,200* ,947 15 ,482 

*. This is a lowelr boulnd of thel trulel significancel. 

a. Lillielfors Significancel Correlction 
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Shapiro Wilk for felmalel stuldelnts is 0.315 > 0.05 

and for malel stuldelnts is 0.482 > 0.05. This melans 

that thel data for malel and felmalel stuldelnts is 

normally distribulteld. If data has been declared to 

be normally distributed, then the data passes as a 

requirement for the T-test analysis. For morel 

compleltel calcullations can bel seleln in thel 

appelndix 6.  

b. Homogenity test 

Aftelr it is known that both data arel normally 

distribulteld, thel nelxt stelp is to do a homogelnelity 

telst. Homogelnelity telst selrvels to telst thel samplel 

ulseld is a homogelnelouls samplel or not. Thel 

homogelnelity telst in this stuldy ulseld thel Lavelne l 

melthod ulsing thel SPSS velrsion 22 application. 

Thel following arel thel relsullts of thel Lavelnel 

Homogelnelity telst: 

Tablel 4. 5 

Test of Homogeneity of Variance 
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From thel tablel abovel it can bel seleln that in 

thel "Baseld on Melan" selction thel significancel 

valulel is 0.764 which is grelatelr than 0.05. Based 

on the hypothesis of homogenity test which was 

mentioned before, if the significance value is 

bigger than 0,05, the two data groups are declared 

homogeneus. So, it can bel concluldeld that thel 

samplel ulseld in this stuldy is a homogelnelouls 

samplel. For a morel compleltel calcullation can bel 

seleln in thel appelndix 7.  

c. T-test Analysis 

Aftelr carrying oult thel normality and 

homogelnelity telsts, thel final stelp for telsting thel 

hypothelsis is thel T-Telst. Thel T-telst ulseld for this 

 

 

 

Lelvelnel 

Statistic df1 df2 Sig. 

Relading 

C 

Baseld on Melan ,092 1 28 ,764 

Baseld on Meldian ,046 1 28 ,832 

Baseld on Meldian and 

with adjulsteld df 
,046 1 27,994 ,832 

Baseld on trimmeld 

melan 
,084 1 28 ,773 
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stuldy is thel indelpelndelnt samplel T-telst which 

fulnctions to deltelrminel thel diffelrelncel in thel melan 

of two ulnpaireld samplels.  

Thel following arel thel relsullts of thel T-telst 

ulsing thel SPSS application: 

Tablel 4. 6 

Independent Samples Test 

 

 

Lelvelnel

's Telst 

for 

Elqulalit

y of 

Varian

cels t-telst for Elqulality of Melans 

Sig. t df 

Sig. 

(2-

taileld) 

Melan 

Diffelrel

ncel 

Std. 

Elrror 

Diffelrel

ncel 

95% 

Confideln

cel 

Intelrval 

of thel 

Diffelrelnc

el 

Lowelr 
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hasil relading 

Comprelhelnsion 

Elqulal 

varian

cels 

assulm

eld 

,764 

-

2,3

99 

28 ,023 -19,733 8,227 -36,585 

Elqulal 

varian

cels not 

assulm

eld 

 

-

2,3

99 

28,

00

0 

,023 -19,733 8,227 -36,585 

 

To selel thel relsullts of thel T-telst, wel only neleld 

to look at thel "sig (2-taileld)" selction in that 

selction. Wel can selel that thel relsullts of thel T-telst 

arel at a significancel valulel of 0.023. Baseld on thel 

T-telst gulidellinels, if the significance value is 

smaller than 0,05 then H0 is rejected and   Hais 

accepted. Because the significancel valule of this 

datal is 0.023 which is smaller than 0.05, so H0 is 

reljelcteld and Ha is accelpteld. In othelr words, thelrel 

is an influlelncel beltweleln gelndelr as thel 

indelpelndelnt variablel and stuldelnts' relading 

comprelhelnsion skills as thel delpelndelnt variablel.  

 

B. Discussion of The Research Result 
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In this selction, thel relselarchelr woulld likel to disculss thel 

findings of thel relselarch. Thel relselarch qulelstion of this relselarch is 

“Doels gelndelr affelcts stuldelnts’ relading comprelhelnsion skill in 

ulndelrstanding delscriptivel telxt matelrial?”. According to thel  

relselarch qulelstion abovel, it coulld bel proveld that thel influlelncel of 

gelndelr relading comprelhelnsion skill in ulndelrstanding delscriptivel 

telxt matelrial on 8th gradel stuldelnts of SMP Nelgelri 35 Selmarang 

in thel acadelmic yelar 2023/2024 showeld that thel lelve ll 

significancel of Indelpelndelnt samplel T-telst is 0,023 < 0,05. 

Thelrelforel, thel hypothelsis was accelpteld. In addition, thel data 

abovel also shows that thel avelragel valulel obtaineld by male l 

stuldelnts is smallelr than felmalel stuldelnts, namelly 47,5, whilel 

felmalel stuldelnts arel 67,2. It can be concluded that female students’ 

skill in reading comprehension is higher than males students. 

And, there is still a large gap in reading comperhension test score 

between  males and female students. These findings also prove 

that the terms “girls' superiority and boys underachievement” in 

the academic field are indeed true. 

Thelsel relsullts arel provel and sulpport thel relsullts of prelviouls 

stuldiels in selvelral joulrnal articlels. Onel of thelm is as stateld in the l 

Joulrnal articlel by AH Oda and Abdull Karim that relselarcheld aboult 

“Thel Rellationship Beltweleln Gelndelr and Relading Comprelhelnsion 

at Collelgel Lelvell”. Thel conclulsions obtaineld from thel stuldy 

showeld thel relsullt of thel analysis of felmalels’ achielvelmelnt is 
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highelr than malels’ achielvelmelnt on total scorel 62.5536 > 

52.1739.51 And thel conclulsion that obtaineld in thel joulrnal is 1) 

gelndelr has somel elffelct on relading comprelhelnsion at collelgel lelvell 

bult this elffelct is not big elnoulgh to bel statistically significant, 2) 

felmalels beling belttelr than malels in critical thinking in relading 

comprelhelnsion it showeld that felmalels havel delvellopeld a good 

critical thinking belcaulsel thely relad a lot than malels.52 This 

conclulsion is direlctly proportional to thel relsullts obtaineld in this 

stuldy whelrel thel relading comprelhelnsion relsullts of felmalel stuldelnts 

welrel sulpelrior to thosel of malel stuldelnts. 

In thel anothelr joulrnal with thel titlel “Analisa Pelrselpsi 

Pelngarulh Pelrbeldaan Gelndelr pada Prelstasi Bellajar Bahasa 

Inggris Mahasiswa Selmelstelr 2 Program Stuldi Manajelmeln STIEl 

Tribulana”, It was stateld that thel relsullts obtaineld in thel stuldy 

indicateld that gelndelr had a significant elffelct on stuldelnt lelarning 

oultcomels in Elnglish. This is elvidelnceld by telsting thel hypothelsis 

which obtaineld sig = 0.33 <0.05 and t coulnt = 2.191> t tablel = 

1.674 which melans that Ha is accelpteld. In addition, aftelr 

comparing thel Selmelstelr Final Elxamination scorels beltweleln malel 

and felmalel stuldelnts, it was foulnd that thel avelragel scorel of felmale l 

stuldelnts was highelr, namelly 82.33 with a maximulm scorel of 90. 

                                                             
51 Ala H. Oda and Mohsen R. Abdul Karim, “The Relationship 

Between Gender ...”, p. 437 
52 Ala H. Oda and Mohsen R. Abdul Karim, “The Relationship 

Between Gender ...”, p. 438-439 
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Melanwhilel, thel avelragel scorel of malel stuldelnts was 76.80 with 

maximulm scorel of 78.  In this journal also stated that the different 

structure of the male and females’s brain leads to the different 

ability to think, to cummunicate, or to solve problem.53  

From International journal by Seyedjamal Abdorahimzadeh 

with the title “ Gender Differences and EFL Reading 

Comprehension: Revisiting Topic Interest and Test 

Performance”. Oakhill and Petrides reported that boys' 

comprehension is influenced by the content of what they read, 

they will show maximum effort in understanding a text if they 

have an interest in the topic of the text. In contrast, girls' test 

scores and reading abilities were not influenced by interest in 

reading. It should be noted that girls more often show persistence 

in reading than boys; They work well even on texts of little 

interest. Doolitle and Welch found that females are superior in 

texts with humanities-oriented topics, while male are superior in 

science-oriented topics.54 

From the some joulrnals melntioneld abovel havel thel samel 

findings as thosel obtaineld in this stuldy. So it can bel concluldeld 

                                                             
53 Ali Agus, “ Analisa Pengaruh Perbedaan Gender ...”, p. 105 
54 Seyedjamal Abdorahimzadeh, “Gender Differences and EFL 

Reading Comprehension: Revisiting Topic Interest and Test Performance”, 

Elsevier, (Vol. 42, tahun 2014), p. 72 
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that thel relsullts of this stuldy can bel proveln theloreltically.  In 

addition, the result of And it coulld bel drawn a conclulsion that “ 

thelrel was a significant elffelct of gelndelr on stuldelnts’ relading 

comprelhelnsion skill in ulndelrstanding delscriptivel telxt”. 

Elveln thoulgh gelndelr is proveln to havel an influlelncel on 

stuldelnts' relading comprelhelnsion ability, it is ulndelniablel that thelrel 

arel many othelr factors that can also influlelncel this. From this 

stuldy it can bel seleln that thel avelragel scorel of stuldelnts is still 

rellativelly low with an avelragel scorel of malel stuldelnts of 47.5 with 

thel lowelst scorel of 7 and thel avelragel scorel of felmalel stuldelnts is 

67.2 with thel lowelst scorel of 27. And the achievement gap 

between male and female students are relative large, So it can bel 

bellielveld that Gelndelr is not thel only factor that can affelct stuldelnts' 

relading comprelhelnsion skill. The cause of differences in students' 

reading comprehension abilities based on gender is because the 

brain structure of men and women is different which causes their 

ability to understand a text is also different. Apart from that, the 

difference in reading interest between male and female students 

is also the cause of differences in their reading comprehension 

abilities. 

C. Streght and Limitation 

This research was conducted at SMP Negeri 35 

Semarang in academic year 2022/2023, focusing on the 

population of 8th grade students. This research can be declared 
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valid because it meets the sample size that was planned from 

the start. Apart from that, the findings from the research are 

directly proportional to the findings from several other 

journals which also raise the theme of gender on student 

achievement or student academic ability. 

However, the researcher realized this research was 

still far from perfect and has many shortcomings. This 

research was conducted at SMP Negeri 35 Semarang in 

academic year 2022/2023, focusing on the population of 8th 

grade students. Because this research only tests the influence 

of gender on reading ability, the results of this research cannot 

yet be implemented optimally. Therefore in the future, further 

research needs to be carried out to find out the right strategy 

to overcome the problem of inequality in reading abilities 

between male and female students. 

D. Implication of Study 

1. For the teacher 

This study can support teachers to be able to better 

understand the cognitive abilities of male and female 

students especially in reading skill. This can make it 

easier for teachers to apply the right method in teaching 

descriptive text to male and female students. By using 

appropriate teaching  methods,it is hoped that students 

will more easily understand descriptive texts and can 

improve their reading comprehension skills. And also 
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can reduce the big gap between male and female students 

in reading ability.  

2. For the students 

This study can provide additional knowledge for 

students and motivate students to be more interested in 

learning English. One of the skills that must  be mastered 

when learning English is reading skill. and one of the 

text genres that often appears in the English curicculum 

is descriptive text. This research helps students to find 

the right method of learning to read descriptive text 

according to their gender. And also, to be able to improve 

their English skill as a foreign language. 

3. The Researcher 

This study can improve the researchers’ skill and 

knowledge in English teaching and the researcher gets 

many experience to prepare in the future as  an English 

teacher. By doing this research, hopefully it will be 

useful in the future. 

4. The Other Researcher 

By doing this research, the researcher gets new 

experiences and new knowledge about this reserach. The 

researcher expects that this research can be reference to 

other researcher to do the next researcher in the future. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

Aftelr thel relselarchelr condulcteld relselarch and data analysis 

aimeld at obtaining conclulsions in thel relselarch elntitleld “Influlelncel 

of Gelndelr on Stuldelnts’ Relading Comprelhelnsion Skill In 

Ulndelrstanding Delscriptivel Telxt”, it coulld bel concluldeld: 

1. Thel influlelncel of gelndelr on relading comprelhelnsion skill was 

0,023. It was accelpteld belcaulsel lelvell significancel of T-telst 

0,023 < 0,05 that melans gelndelr has an elffelct of stuldelnts’ 

relading comprelhelnsion skill and thel Hypotelsis was accelpteld. 

Thel relsullts of stuldelnts’ reading comprehension telst also 

showeld that thel avelragel scorels of malel and felmalel stuldelnts 

welrel diffelrelnt, in which thel avelragel malel stuldelnt was smallelr 

than felmalel stuldelnts, that is 4.75 < 6.72. It can be concluded 

that female students’ skill in reading comprehension is higher 

than males students. 

2. The cause of differences in students' reading comprehension 

abilities based on gender is because the brain structure of men 

and women is different which causes their ability to 

understand a text is also different. Apart from that, the 

difference in reading interest between male and female 
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students is also the cause of differences in their reading 

comprehension abilities.  

Based on the results of the study above, it can be conclude 

that gender has a significant influence on students’ reading 

comprehension skill in understanding descriptive text material. 

Thel relsullts of this stuldy also at thel samel timel havel proveln and 

sulpporteld selvelral theloriels in prelviouls stuldiels which showeld 

relsullts that welrel direlctly proportional to this relselarch. The novelty 

that differentiates this research from previous research, that is 

starting from the subject, location and methods. The subjects of 

this research were students at SMP Negeri 35 Semarang and the 

location of this research was also at SMP Negeri 35 Semarang, 

where no one had ever conducted research on this theme using the 

subject and location at that SMP. Apart from that, the method that 

I used is different, that is using a quantitative approach with ex 

post facto design. 

B. Suggestion  

Aftelr thel disculssion of thel thelmel of this thelsis, thel relselarchelr 

relalizels that this relselarch is far from pelrfelct, bult thel relselarchelr 

hopels that this thelsis will bel ulselfull for many peloplel. Aftelr 

complelting this relselarch, thel relselarchelr convelyeld some l 

sulggelstions as follows: 
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1. For stuldelnts  

Stuldelnts arel elxpelcteld to bel elveln morel activel in improving 

thelir Elnglish skills, elspelcially in relading. Onel of thel ways is 

that thely can practicel by relad an Elnglish telxt according to 

thelir favoritel gelnrel from this habit it is elxpelcteld that stuldelnts’ 

ability to ulndelrstand Elnglish telxt will increlasel.  

2. For telachelr 

Telachelrs arel elxpelcteld to bel ablel to ulndelrstand thel 

charactelristics of elach stuldelnt, elspelcially thel charactelristics 

of malel and felmalel stuldelnts. In that way, it is hopeld that 

telachelrs can delsign appropriatel lelsson plan for stuldelnts. 

3. For othelr relselarchelr 

For thel continulation of this relselarch, it is hopeld that ulseld by 

othelr relselarchelrs from diffelrelnt aspelcts, sulch as finding oult 

morel aboult factors that can elffelct stuldelnts’ relading 

comprelhelnsion skill.  
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APPENDIX 

 

Appelndix 1 

List of Respondents 

 

No.  Namel of Stuldelnts Gelndelr 

1. Adnan Yulsulf Choelsar L 

2. Ahmad Nulkman Fahri L 

3. Aisyah Andriani Cahyani Pultri P 

4. Aji Seltiawan L 

5.  Alida Diah Kulsulmaningrulm P 

6.  Arsita Melira P 

7. Assyifa Zista Arkaylla P 

8. Ayulmi Kirana Larasati P 

9. Azka Dwi Ranelndra L 

10. Belryl Arvand Satya Pulrwanto L 

11. Briyan Ibra Movic Alifta L 

12. Farrell Elndra Sava Nirvano L 

13. Firdauls pultra Ardiyanto L 

14. Haidar Nulrrahman Sulpadmo L 

15.  Hartawan Indra Jaya L 

16. Jovita Hanin Az Zahra P 

17. Kelisha Radisti P 

18. 

Mafatikh Haqqin Nazili Ash-

Sholikhin L 

19. Nabila Dany Ellizza P 

20. Nabila Oktaviyanti P 

21. Nisrinaa Agriant Raya P 

22. Nisya' Alfina Asyarakh P 



 

ii 
 

23. Pultra Maullana Arif L 

24. Rafkha Aditya L 

25. Ransa Aridho Pultra L 

26. Rasya Risqi Ramadhani L 

27. Siti Aullia Ayul Fadhilah  P 

28. Syifa Indah Pratiwi P 

29. Wullan Pindho Sulsanti P 

30. Yaffa Gulsti Narina P 
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Appelndix 2 

LEMBAR INSTRUMEN PENELITIAN 

Nama : 

Kelas  : 

No. HP : 

Bacalah dengan seksama Teks Deskriptif di bawah ini untuk 

menjawab soal no. 1-15 ! 

Best Brother In The World 

Lelt mel telll youl aboult my oldelr brothelr, his namel is Wahyul 

Riskianto. My oldelr brothelr and I havel a coulplel of things in 

common. Both of uls havel straight hair. My brothelr and I also havel 

thel samel a bit roulnd shapeld facels, thin elyelbrows, and black elyels. 

With all thosel similaritiels pluls thel fact that wel arel julst 4 yelars 

diffelrelnt, no wondelr if many peloplel think that wel arel twins. 

My brothelr is an introvelrt pelrson. Hel doelsn’t talk too mulch 

to any pelrson who isn’t closel elnoulgh to him. Hel spelnds most of his 

timel to lelarn and train his skill in his hobby. Hel lovels painting and 

drawing pictulrel. Ulsulally, hel draws carricatulrels or belaultifull vielws. I 

likel his art works. Thely arel preltty colorfull and attractivel.  

My brothelr is a patielnt and kind pelrson, elspelcially to mel. 

Hel always hellps mel wheln I havel a problelm. Hel is also qulitel smart 
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pelrson. So, wheln i find somel troulblels with my school tasks, likel 

mathelmatics or scielncel, I always ask for his hellp. Wel also likel to 

spelnd thel timel togelthelr by playing gamel. In short, hel is thel belst 

brothelr in thel world to mel. 

Jawablah pertanyaan-pertanyaan dibawah ini dengan jujur dan 

sungguh-sungguh, nilai yang didapatkan dari test ini tidak akan 

mempengaruhi nilai raport. 

1. What doels thel telxt telll uls aboult ? 

Answelr  : 

 

2. Why many peloplel think that thel writelr and his brothelr arel 

twins ? 

Answelr :

  

3. What thel pulrposel of thel telxt abovel? 

Answelr :

  

4. “Wel also likel to spelnd thel timel togelthelr by playing gamel”. 

What doels thel ulndelrlineld (garis bawah) word relfelr to? 

Answelr :

  

5. What is thel namel of writelr’s oldelr brothelr? 

Answelr :
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6. What arel thel similaritiels beltweleln thel writelr and his brothelr? 

Answelr :

  

7. What arel thel facial felatulrels of thel writelr’s oldelr brothelr? 

Answelr :

  

8. What is thel agel gap beltweleln thel writelr and his oldelr 

brothelr? 

Answelr :

  

9. Why doels thel writelr think that his oldelr brothelr is an 

introvelrt pelrson? 

Answelr :

  

10. What arel thel hobbiels of writelr’s oldelr brothelr? 

Answelr :

  

11. What doels thel writelr’s oldelr brothelr ulsulally draw? 

Answelr :

  

12. “Thely arel preltty colorfull and attractivel”. What doels thel 

ulndelrlineld word relfelr to? 

Answelr :
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13. Do youl think thel writelr’s oldelr brothelr is a smart pelrson? 

Why?  

Answelr :

  

14. Doels thel writelr happy havel an oldelr brothelr likel his 

brothelr? 

Answelr :

  

15. What activitiels do thel writelr and his oldelr brothelr ulsulally do 

to spelnd thelir timel togelthelr? 

Answelr : 

 

Takeln from Modul Pembelajaran Jarak Jauh Pada Masa 

Pandemi Covid-19 Untuk Jenjang SMP: Modul Pelajaran 

Bahasa Inggris 

 

 

  



 

vii 
 

Appelndix 3 

Results of Students’ Reading Comprehension Test 

No. 

(M) 

Answers Total No. 

(F) 

Answers Total 

Correct Incorrect Correct Incorrect 

1. 10 5 67 1. 13 2 87 

2.  10 5 67 2. 14 1 93 

3.  12 3 80 3. 15 0 100 

4. 6 9 40 4. 13 2 87 

5. 3 12 20 5. 13 2 87 

6.  10 5 67 6. 10 5 67 

7. 9 6 60 7. 9 6 60 

8. 2 13 13 8. 7 8 47 

9. 7 8 47 9. 11 4 73 

10. 5 10 33 10. 10 5 67 

11. 1 14 7 11. 4 11 27 

12. 11 4 73 12. 4 11 27 

13. 8 7 53 13. 10 5 67 

14. 8 7 53 14. 11 4 73 

15. 5 10 33 15. 7 8 47 
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Appelndix 4 

Results of Validity Test 

Correlations       

        

   

  S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6

 S7 S8 S9 S10 S11 S12 S13

 S14 S15 Jumlah 

S1 Pearson Correlation 1 -,129 ,441* ,118

 ,118 ,071 ,255 ,056 ,512** 1,000** ,484**

 ,035 ,398* -,056 ,017 ,488** 

 Sig. (2-tailed)  ,498 ,015 ,535 ,535

 ,710 ,174 ,770 ,004 ,000 ,007 ,853

 ,029 ,770 ,928 ,006 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

S2 Pearson Correlation -,129 1 ,193 ,129 -

,032 ,508** ,032 ,144 ,102 -,129 -,218 ,183

 ,226 ,722** ,089 ,384* 



 

ix 
 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,498  ,307 ,498 ,866

 ,004 ,866 ,447 ,591 ,498 ,247 ,334

 ,230 ,000 ,640 ,036 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

S3 Pearson Correlation ,441* ,193 1 ,304

 ,304 ,562** ,441* ,390* ,906** ,441* ,484**

 ,247 ,398* ,446* ,189 ,796** 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,015 ,307  ,102 ,102

 ,001 ,015 ,033 ,000 ,015 ,007 ,189

 ,029 ,014 ,317 ,000 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

S4 Pearson Correlation ,118 ,129 ,304 1

 ,441* ,093 ,304 ,780** ,276 ,118 ,147

 ,599** ,256 ,056 ,843** ,655** 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,535 ,498 ,102  ,015

 ,626 ,102 ,000 ,140 ,535 ,437 ,000

 ,172 ,770 ,000 ,000 
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 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

S5 Pearson Correlation ,118 -,032 ,304 ,441* 1

 -,234 ,118 ,279 ,276 ,118 ,147 ,811** -

,071 ,056 ,327 ,413* 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,535 ,866 ,102 ,015 

 ,212 ,535 ,136 ,140 ,535 ,437 ,000

 ,710 ,770 ,078 ,023 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

S6 Pearson Correlation ,071 ,508** ,562** ,093 -

,234 1 ,398* ,245 ,484** ,071 ,351 -,031

 ,426* ,489** ,045 ,552** 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,710 ,004 ,001 ,626 ,212 

 ,029 ,193 ,007 ,710 ,057 ,871 ,019

 ,006 ,812 ,002 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 



 

xi 
 

S7 Pearson Correlation ,255 ,032 ,441* ,304

 ,118 ,398* 1 ,223 ,315 ,255 ,484**

 ,247 ,071 ,279 ,189 ,532** 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,174 ,866 ,015 ,102 ,535

 ,029  ,236 ,090 ,174 ,007 ,189

 ,710 ,136 ,317 ,002 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

S8 Pearson Correlation ,056 ,144 ,390* ,780**

 ,279 ,245 ,223 1 ,354 ,056 ,189

 ,443* ,245 ,200 ,772** ,651** 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,770 ,447 ,033 ,000 ,136

 ,193 ,236  ,055 ,770 ,317 ,014

 ,193 ,289 ,000 ,000 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

S9 Pearson Correlation ,512** ,102 ,906** ,276

 ,276 ,484** ,315 ,354 1 ,512** ,535**

 ,224 ,484** ,354 ,145 ,758** 
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 Sig. (2-tailed) ,004 ,591 ,000 ,140 ,140

 ,007 ,090 ,055  ,004 ,002 ,235

 ,007 ,055 ,443 ,000 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

S10 Pearson Correlation 1,000** -,129 ,441* ,118

 ,118 ,071 ,255 ,056 ,512** 1 ,484**

 ,035 ,398* -,056 ,017 ,488** 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,000 ,498 ,015 ,535 ,535

 ,710 ,174 ,770 ,004  ,007 ,853

 ,029 ,770 ,928 ,006 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

S11 Pearson Correlation ,484** -,218 ,484** ,147

 ,147 ,351 ,484** ,189 ,535** ,484** 1

 ,120 ,351 ,094 ,175 ,530** 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,007 ,247 ,007 ,437 ,437

 ,057 ,007 ,317 ,002 ,007  ,529

 ,057 ,619 ,355 ,003 
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 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

S12 Pearson Correlation ,035 ,183 ,247 ,599**

 ,811** -,031 ,247 ,443* ,224 ,035 ,120 1

 -,031 ,126 ,488** ,524** 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,853 ,334 ,189 ,000 ,000

 ,871 ,189 ,014 ,235 ,853 ,529 

 ,871 ,505 ,006 ,003 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

S13 Pearson Correlation ,398* ,226 ,398* ,256 -

,071 ,426* ,071 ,245 ,484** ,398* ,351 -,031 1

 ,196 ,347 ,571** 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,029 ,230 ,029 ,172 ,710

 ,019 ,710 ,193 ,007 ,029 ,057 ,871 

 ,300 ,060 ,001 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 



 

xiv 
 

S14 Pearson Correlation -,056 ,722** ,446* ,056

 ,056 ,489** ,279 ,200 ,354 -,056 ,094

 ,126 ,196 1 ,000 ,493** 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,770 ,000 ,014 ,770 ,770

 ,006 ,136 ,289 ,055 ,770 ,619 ,505

 ,300  1,000 ,006 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

S15 Pearson Correlation ,017 ,089 ,189 ,843**

 ,327 ,045 ,189 ,772** ,145 ,017 ,175

 ,488** ,347 ,000 1 ,560** 

 Sig. (2-tailed) ,928 ,640 ,317 ,000 ,078

 ,812 ,317 ,000 ,443 ,928 ,355 ,006

 ,060 1,000  ,001 

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

Jumlah Pearson Correlation ,488** ,384* ,796** ,655**

 ,413* ,552** ,532** ,651** ,758** ,488** ,530**

 ,524** ,571** ,493** ,560** 1 
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 Sig. (2-tailed) ,006 ,036 ,000 ,000 ,023

 ,002 ,002 ,000 ,000 ,006 ,003 ,003

 ,001 ,006 ,001  

 N 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

 30 30 30 

* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).  

       

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 
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Appelndix 5 

Results of Reliability Test 

Reliability 
 

 

Case Processing Summary 

 N % 

Casels Valid 30 100,0 

Elxcluldelda 0 ,0 

Total 30 100,0 

a. Listwisel delleltion baseld on all variablels 

in thel proceldulrel. 

 

 
 

Reliability Statistics 

Cronbach's 

Alpha N of Itelms 

,838 15 
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Item Statistics 

 Melan Std. Delviation N 

S1 5,1137 2,86932 30 

S2 4,0020 3,32348 30 

S3 5,1137 2,86932 30 

S4 1,5563 2,86932 30 

S5 1,5563 2,86932 30 

S6 4,2243 3,26918 30 

S7 5,1137 2,86932 30 

S8 2,2233 3,19802 30 

S9 5,3360 2,71361 30 

S10 5,1137 2,86932 30 

S11 6,2253 1,69223 30 

S12 1,1117 2,52826 30 

S13 4,2243 3,26918 30 

S14 4,4467 3,19802 30 

S15 2,0010 3,10883 30 

 

  



 

xviii 
 

Appelndix 6 

Normality Test 

 

 

 

Descriptives 

 

Gelndelr 

Statisti

c 

Std. 

Elrror 

hasil relading 

Comprelhelnsion 

pelrelmpul

an 

Melan 67,27 5,808 

95% Confidelncel 

Intelrval for Melan 

Lowelr 

Boulnd 
54,81  

Ulppelr 

Boulnd 
79,72  

5% Trimmeld Melan 67,69  

Meldian 67,00  

Variancel 506,06

7 
 

Case Processing Summary 

 

Gelndelr 

Casels 

Valid Missing Total 

N Pelrcelnt N Pelrcelnt N Pelrcelnt 

hasil relading 

Comprelhelnsion 

pelrelmpula

n 
15 100,0% 0 0,0% 15 100,0% 

laki-laki 15 100,0% 0 0,0% 15 100,0% 
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Std. Delviation 22,496  

Minimulm 27  

Maximulm 100  

Rangel 73  

Intelrqulartilel Rangel 40  

Skelwnelss -,522 ,580 

Kulrtosis -,490 1,121 

laki-laki Melan 47,53 5,826 

95% Confidelncel 

Intelrval for Melan 

Lowelr 

Boulnd 
35,04  

Ulppelr 

Boulnd 
60,03  

5% Trimmeld Melan 47,98  

Meldian 53,00  

Variancel 509,12

4 
 

Std. Delviation 22,564  

Minimulm 7  

Maximulm 80  

Rangel 73  

Intelrqulartilel Rangel 34  

Skelwnelss -,431 ,580 

Kulrtosis -,896 1,121 
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Tests of Normality 

 

Gelndelr 

Kolmogorov-Smirnova Shapiro-Wilk 

 

Statistic df Sig. 

Statisti

c df Sig. 

hasil relading 

Comprelhelnsion 

pelrelmp

ulan 
,162 15 ,200* ,934 15 ,315 

laki-laki 
,139 15 ,200* ,947 15 ,482 

*. This is a lowelr boulnd of thel trulel significancel. 

a. Lillielfors Significancel Correlction 
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Appelndix 7 

Homogenity Test and T-test Analysis 

 

Group Statistics 

 

Gelndelr N Melan 

Std. 

Delviation 

Std. Elrror 

Melan 

hasil relading 

Comprelhelnsion 

laki-laki 15 47,53 22,564 5,826 

pelrelmpul

an 
15 67,27 22,496 5,808 
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Independent Samples Test 

 

Lelvelnel

's Telst 

for 

Elqulalit

y of 

Varian

cels t-telst for Elqulality of Melans 

Sig. t df 

Sig. 

(2-

taileld) 

Melan 

Diffelreln

cel 

Std. 

Elrror 

Diffelreln

cel 

95% 

Confid

elncel 

Intelrva

l of thel 

Diffelrel

ncel 

Lowelr 

hasil relading 

Comprelhelnsion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elqulal 

varianc

els 

assulmel

d 

,764 

-

2,39

9 

28 ,023 -19,733 8,227 -36,585 

Elqulal 

varianc

els not 

assulmel

d 

 

-

2,39

9 

28,0

00 
,023 -19,733 8,227 -36,585 
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Appelndix 8 
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Appelndix 9  
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