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ABSTRACT 
 
Molyo Mogito, Student’s Number 053411093, Facilitating Students’ Ability to 
Identify the Meaning of Ambiguous Sentences through Contextual Meaning 
Formulation (A Classroom Action Research with 1st Year Students of MAN 
Kendal in the Academic Year of 2009/2010). A final project, English Department  
of Tarbiyah Faculty of Walisongo State Institute for Islamic Studies Semarang, 
2010. 

The background of the study in this research is based on the phenomenon 
that the students find some difficult sentences or words in comprehending English 
reading text. To develop teaching reading comprehension, teacher needs strategy 
to make students enjoy and easy to understand the text. Facilitating students’ 
ability to identify the meaning of ambiguous sentences through contextual 
meaning formulation is a strategy aimed at improving reading comprehension, 
principally the ambiguous sentences. Students may be weak in vocabularies, so 
that there are many unfamiliar words making them hard to comprehend the 
reading text. Their mastery of vocabularies is limited. When they read English 
text, they tend to focus on the word rather than on the entire text. They try to look 
for the difficult words in their dictionary, therefore it takes time too much. 
The problems of this research can be stated as follows: 
1. How is the implementation of contextual meaning formulation in teaching 

ambiguous sentences in MAN Kendal? 
2. How is the improvement of students’ ability to identify the meaning of 

ambiguous sentences after being taught through using contextual meaning 
formulation in MAN Kendal? 

Research design is Classroom Action Research. Classroom action research 
is a reflective study done by teacher in a classroom for getting solution about the 
problem until it can be solved. The researcher intends to elaborate classroom 
action research because it is a kind of research to be used in his research and it 
could be done by a teacher in which involves a group of students to improve the 
teaching and learning process. In these findings, the researcher presents the result 
of research and the analysis of the data collected which were conducted through 
pre-test and two times of treatments. Pre-test was considered as the preliminary 
reflection. Two times of treatments were the teaching and learning processes and 
the assessment tests that were considered as the implementation.  

In this research, the researcher took the tests of their achievements in two 
cycles. In the first cycle, the average of the students’ achievement was 6. And in 
the second cycle, they got 7.25. Students’ comprehension to identify the meaning 
of ambiguous sentences improved step by step as well as their motivation to learn 
English reading text and they comprehended the English reading text well. The 
result of observation showed that the students improved their ability to identify 
the meaning of ambiguous sentences after being taught using contextual meaning 
formulation efficiently and effectively. The teacher contributed the skill and 
knowledge to the students, so that, they have ability in comprehending and 
discussing the English reading text. 
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MOTTO 
 
 

 
 
 
Call men to the path of your Lord with wisdom and mild exhortation. Reason with 

them in the most courteous manner. (An – Nahl: 125)1 
 
 

Do not ever wish that we were someone else; just believe in yourself that you 
were more than the other was. 

                                                 
1 Al – Jumanatul Ali, Al Qur’an dan Terjemahannya, Bandung: Yayasan 

Penyelenggaraan Penerjemah Al Qur’an RI, 2005, pg. 282 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim 

  In the name of Allah, the writer would like to thank to Allah who has 

given blessing, so that the writer finally finishes this research paper entitled 

“Facilitating Students’ Ability to Identify the Meaning of Ambiguous Sentences 

through Contextual Meaning Formulation (A Classroom Action Research with 1st 

Year Students of MAN Kendal in the Academic Year of 2009/2010)” as the final 

assignment to get the bachelor degree in the English Department of Tarbiyah 

Faculty Walisongo State Institute for Islamic Studies Semarang. 

 The writer definitely realizes that this research paper is far from being 

perfect. For that reason, therefore, the writer welcomes comments, critiques, and 

suggestions from all the readers. 

 The writer realizes that without the help of the others, it is impossible for 

him to finish his work. In this occasion, the writer would like to express his deep 

thankfulness to: 

1. Prof. Dr. H. Ibnu Hadjar, M. Ed, as the Dean of Tarbiyah Faculty. 

2. Siti Tarwiyah, M. Hum, the Head of English Department 

3. Dra. Siti Mariam, M. Pd., as the first advisor who has given her guidance, 

advice, suggestion, information, and correction from the beginning of 

preparation of writing this thesis up to the completion of it. 

4. Drs. Abdul Wahid, M. Ag., as a second advisor for his guidance, inspirations 

and motivations during the research from the first until the end of the 

research. 

5. All lectures in Tarbiyah Faculty who gave the knowledge patiently. 

6. The librarian of IAIN Walisongo Semarang, who helped me to get 

information which is related to the title of this research. 

7. Drs. Abdul Sholeh, M. Ag., as the Head of MAN Kendal who has given 

permission for doing the research. 

8. Sri Fitri Rejeki, S. Pd., as the Teacher of the first year students of MAN 

Kendal. 



9. My Parents and brothers (Muchwan, Nani Suwarni, Nur Anggraini and Andy 

Purnomo), also my best friends (Herly, Haris, Syaiful, IMAKEN and TIDAR 

Organization) who always support and motivate for their endless and silent 

prayers. 

10. My special person (Siti Mucharomah), who always gives her motivations, 

supports and prayers for me.  

11. Whoever helped and supported the writer in completing this research. 

Finally, the writer hopes in order to this research paper to be useful for the 

readers who want to develop the English teaching knowledge. 

 

Semarang, 12th April 2010 

       The Writer, 

 

        

       Molyo Mogito 

       NIM. 053411093 



DEDICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Spirit for Vision 

Dearest Father and Mother 

 Dearest Brother and Sister 

All My Best Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TABLE OF CONTETS 

Page 

PAGE OF TITLE  

ADVISOR APPROVAL  

RATIFICATION  

ABSTRACT  

THESIS STATEMENT  

MOTTO  

ACKNOWLEDMENT 

DEDICATION   

TABLE OF CONTENT  

LIST OF APPENDIXES  

LIST OF FIGURES 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION  

A. Background of the Study  

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

C. Definition of Key Terms  

D. Questions of the Research  

E. Objective of the Research  

F. Limitation of the Study 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. General Concept of Ambiguous Sentence 

1. Definition of Ambiguous Sentence 

2. Some Models of Ambiguity 

B. General Concept of Contextual Meaning 

C. General Concept of Formulation 

D. Classroom Action Research 

1. Definition of Classroom Action Research 

2. Aims of Classroom Action Research 

i 

ii 

iii 

iv 

v 

vi 

vii 

ix 

x 

xii 

xiii 

xiv 

 

1 

1 

4 

5 

7 

7 

8 

9 

9 

10 

10 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 



3. Characteristics of Classroom Action Research 

4. The Steps of Classroom Action Research 

E. Previous Research 

F. Action Hypothesis 

CHAPTER III METHOD OF INVESTIGATION 

A. Setting of the Study 

1. Historical Review 

2. Geographical Location 

3. Vision and Mission 

4. Organization Structure 

5. Teachers, Students and Laborers Condition 

B. Focus of the Study 

C. Subject of the Study 

D. Design of The Study 

1. Initial Observation 

2. Planning in Action 

E. Procedure of The Study 

1. Pre Test 

2. The First Cycle 

F. Technique of Data Collection 

G. Technique of Analyzing Data 

CHAPTER IV THE RESULT OF RESEARCH FINDINGS 

A. Findings of the Research 

1. The Analysis of Pre Test 

2. The Analysis of the First Cycle 

3. The Analysis of the Second Cycle 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION  

A. Conclusion 

B. Recommendation for Future Research 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

APPENDIXES 

18 

19 

21 

22 

24 
 

24 
 

24 
 

 25 
 

25 

26 
 

26 

28 

28 
 

29 

29 
 

30 

31 
 

31 

32 

33 

36 

38 
 

38 
 

38 

  40 

44 

51 

51 

52 



LIST OF APPENDIXES 

 

1. Lesson Plan for First Cycle 

2. Lesson Plan for First Cycle 

3. Text: Pre-Test 

4. Text: Treatment 1  

5. Text: Treatment 2 

6. Test: Pre-Test  

7. Test: Treatment 1  

8. Test: Treatment 2  

9. Answer Key: Pre-Test  

10. Answer Key: Treatment 1 

11. Answer Key: Treatment 2 

12. Interview Guidelines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIST OF FIGURES 

 

1. Picture 1: Pre-Test 

2. Picture 2: Treatment 1 

3. Picture 3: Treatment 2 

4. Organization Structure of MAN Kendal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIST OF TABLES 

 

1. Table of Students’ Pre-Test Scores 

2. Table of Students’ First Cycle Scores 

3. Table of Students’ Second Cycle Scores 

4. The Analysis of Students’ Achievement 

5. Table of Research Journal in Classroom Action Research 

6. The Numbers of Registered Students of MAN Kendal 

7. Students’ List of X A 

 


