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2 Ibid., p. 56. 
3Muhammad  Muhsin Khan, Muhammad Taqi-ud-Din Al-Hilali, Interpretation of the 

Meanings of the Noble Qur’an in the English Language, (Riyadh Saudi Arabia: Darussalam 
Publishers and Distributors, 1999),  p.807.  
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ABSTRACT 
 

INTA AULIA ASFA (Student Number: 63411061). The Effectiveness of Using 
Describing Picture to Improve Students’ Speaking Skill in Descriptive Text (An 
Experimental Research at the Eighth Grade Students of SMP H. Isriati Semarang 
in 2010/2011 Academic Year). Thesis, Semarang: Bachelor Program of English 
Language Education of Walisongo State Institute for Islamic Studies (IAIN 
Walisongo), 2010. 
 
Keywords: Effectiveness, Describing Picture, Speaking, Descriptive Text, and 

Experimental Study. 
 

Background of this study is an effort to know which technique is suitable 
to use in teaching speaking. Teaching a foreign language is considered to be one 
of the most challenging teaching practices. In Indonesia, students are usually 
afraid of joining foreign language classes. They may feel unmotivated, 
discouraged easily. Their mindsets say foreign language is difficult to learn 
because most of them know nothing from the start. Usually, students know 
nothing how to express what they want to say. Students who have learned English 
for several years have not been can communicate used English. So the researcher 
thought that there should be a solution to cope with that problem. The researcher 
tried to use describing picture as a method to improve students’ speaking skill 
especially in descriptive text. 

 
This study is about the use of describing picture as technique/method to 

improve student’s speaking skill in descriptive text of the eighth grade students of 
SMP H. Isriati Semarang in the 2010/2011 academic year. The statement of the 
problem in this study is; how effective is describing picture to improve students’ 
speaking skill in descriptive text at the eighth grade students of SMP H. Isriati 
Semarang? The objective of the study was to know the effectiveness of using 
describing picture to improve students speaking skill in descriptive text at the 
eighth grade students of SMP H. Isriati Semarang in the academic year 
2010/2011. 

 
The population of the research was the eighth grade students of SMP H. 

Isriati Semarang. The research methodology was an experimental research, which 
conducted in two classes; the experimental group (VIII A) and control group (VIII 
C) as sample. The VIII A was taught by using describing picture, while the VIII C 
was taught without describing picture (Direct Method). The writer gave speaking 
test to gather the data. The test had been tried out to find out the validity, 
reliability, difficulty level, and discriminating power before it was used to gather 
the data. The formula that was used to analyze the data was t-test. It was used to 
determine whether or not there was a significance difference between students’ 
score in experimental group and students’ score in control group. 

 



After the data had been collected by using test, it was found that t-test was 
(4.348), whereas the t-table was (2.01) for a = 5%. The t-test score was higher 
than the t-table (4.348 > 2.01). It was meant that Ha (alternative hypotheses) was 
accepted while Ho (null hypotheses) was rejected. Since t-test score was higher 
than the t-table, describing picture was effective technique/method in improving 
students’ speaking skill in descriptive text at the eighth grade students of SMP H. 
Isriati Semarang.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TABLE OF CONTENT 
Page 

PAGE OF TITLE ................................................................................................  i 

ADVISOR APPROVAL .....................................................................................  ii 

RATIFICATION  ................................................................................................  iii 

THESIS STATEMENT  .....................................................................................  iv 

MOTTO ..............................................................................................................  v 

DEDICATION  ...................................................................................................  vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..................................................................................  vii 

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................  x 

TABLE OF CONTENT ......................................................................................  xii 

LIST OF TABLES ..............................................................................................  xvi 

LIST OF APPENDIXES ..................................................................................... xvii 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION .............................................................................................  1 

A. Research Background....................................................................................  1 

B. Reasons for Choosing Topic .........................................................................  4 

C. Research Question .........................................................................................  4 

D. Objective of the Study ...................................................................................  5 

E. Pedagogical Significance ..............................................................................  5 

F. Scope of Research .........................................................................................  5 

G. Definition of Key Terms ...............................................................................  6 

 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ......................................................  8 

A. Speaking ........................................................................................................  8 

1. Definition of Speaking Skill ...................................................................  8 

2. Teaching Speaking ..................................................................................  9 

3. The Roles of the Teacher in Speaking Class ...........................................  10 

4. The Importance of Speaking ...................................................................  11 



5. Models of Teaching Speaking .................................................................  12 

B. Kinds of Genre ..............................................................................................  14 

C. Descriptive Text ............................................................................................  16 

D. Describing Picture in Language Learning.....................................................  22 

1. General Concept of Describing Pictures .................................................  22 

2. Types of Pictures .....................................................................................  22 

3. Kinds of Picture Game ............................................................................  23 

4. Function of Using Pictures in Language Learning .................................  26 

5. Describing Picture to Teach Speaking ....................................................  27 

E. Previous Research .........................................................................................  30 

F. Hypothesis .....................................................................................................  33 

 

CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH ..............................................................  34 

A. Time and Setting ...........................................................................................  34 

B. Subject of the Research .................................................................................  34 

1. Population ...............................................................................................  34 

2. Sample .....................................................................................................  35 

C. Variables and Indicators of Research ............................................................  35 

1. The Independent Variable .......................................................................  35 

2. The Dependent Variable .........................................................................  36 

3. Schematic of indicator variable ...............................................................  37 

D. Research Design ............................................................................................  37 

1. Experimental Research............................................................................  37 

2. The Activities of Experimental Group ....................................................  39 

3. The Activities of Control Group .............................................................  41 

E. Method of Data Collection and Analysis ......................................................  42 

1. Source of Data .........................................................................................  42 

2. Methods of Collecting Data ....................................................................  42 

F. Scoring Technique ........................................................................................  43 

G. Methods of Data Analysis .............................................................................  46 



1. Pre – Requisite Test ................................................................................  46 

a. Test of Data Normality.........................................................................  47 

b. Test of Homogeneity ...........................................................................  48 

2. Try Out Test ............................................................................................  48 

a.  Validity ................................................................................................  48 

b. Reliability ............................................................................................  49 

3. Item Analysis ..........................................................................................  50 

a.  Difficulty level ....................................................................................  50 

b. Discriminating Power .........................................................................  51 

c.  Hypothesis ...........................................................................................  52 

 

CHAPTER IV   

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ......................................................................  54 

A. First Analysis ................................................................................................  55 

B. Second Analysis ............................................................................................  55 

1. Validity of Try Out Test ..........................................................................  55 

2. Reliability of Try Out Test ......................................................................  57 

3. Discriminating Power of Try Out Test ...................................................  58 

4. Difficulty Level of Try Out Test .............................................................  59 

C. Third Analysis ...............................................................................................  60 

1. Analysis of Pre-test .................................................................................  60 

a.  Test of Normality ................................................................................  61 

b. Test of Homogeneity ...........................................................................  63 

c. Test of Difference Two Variants in Pre-test between Experiment 

   and Control Group ...............................................................................  64 

2. Analysis of Post-test ................................................................................  65 

a.  Test of Normality ................................................................................  65 

b. Test of Homogeneity ...........................................................................  68 

c.  Test of Difference Two Variants in Post-test between Experiment 

    and Control Group  .............................................................................  69 

 



D. Discussions ....................................................................................................  70 

1. Students’ Condition in Control Group ....................................................  71 

2. Students’ Condition in Experimental Group ...........................................  72 

3. The Advantages and Disadvantages of Using Describing Picture  

      to Improve Students’ Speaking Skill in Descriptive Text .......................  74 

E. Limitation of Research  .................................................................................  75 

 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ............................................................  76 

1. Conclusions ...................................................................................................  76 

2. Suggestions ...................................................................................................  76 

3. Closing ..........................................................................................................  77 

 

Bibliography ........................................................................................................  78 

Appendixes ..........................................................................................................  80 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIST OF TABLES 
 

Tables     : 

1. Tables .I. Test of Homogeneity………………………………………...54 

2. Tables IV. I. Table of the Observation Frequency of Control Group.....61 

3. Tables IV.2. Table of the Observation Frequency of Experimental 

Group…………………………………………………………………..62 

4. Table IV.3. Test of Homogeneity (Pre-test)……………………………63 

5. Table IV.4. Table of the Observation Frequency of Control Group…...66 

6. Table IV.5. Table of the Observation Frequency of Experimental 

Group…………………………………………………………………..67 

7. Table IV.6. Test of Homogeneity (Post-test)…………………………..68 

8. Table IV.7. The Pre-test and Post-test Students’ average Score of the 

Experimental and Control Group………………………………………71 

9. Table IV.8. The Pre-test and Post-test Students’ Average Score of the 

Experimental and Control Group………………………………………71 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIST OF APPENDIXES 
 
Appendix: 

1. Curriculum Vitae………………………………………………………80 

2. The Subject List of Control Group…………………………………….81 

3. The Subject List of Experimental Group……………………………...82 

4. The Subject List of Try Out Group…………………………………....83 

5. The Pre-test Score of Control Group………………………………….84 

6. The Pre-test Score of Experimental Group……………………………85 

7. The Try-out Score of Try Out Group………………………………....86 

8. The Post-test Score of Control Group………………………………...88 

9. The Post-test Score of Experimental Group…………………………..89 

10. Data of Test……………………………………………………………90 

11. Instrument……………………………………………………………..91 

12. Lesson Plan Control Group…………………………………………...95 

13. Lesson Plan Experimental Group…………………………………….106 

 

 

 


