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MOTTO  
 
 
 

Life is puzzle, just solve it. 
(Wise word) 
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Therefore, when thou art free (from thine immediate task), still labour hard, and 
to thy lord turn (all) thy attention. (Q.S Al- Insyirah)1 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
 1Muhammad Taqi-ud-Din Al- Halili, The Nooble  Qur’an, (Riyadh: Darussalam 
Publisher and Distributors, 2002), P 655 
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ABSTRACT 
 

Retno Hidayah Astuti (Student Number: 063411063). The Use of Spelling 
Games to Improve Students’ Ability in English Written Spelling (A Classroom 
Action Research at the Seventh Grade Students of MTs Negeri 2 Kudus  in the 
Academic Year of 2009/2010). Thesis, Semarang: Bachelor Program of English 
Language Education of Walisongo State Institute for Islamic Studies, 2010. 
Key words: spelling games (erasing words, jumbled word, crossword puzzle), 
spelling. 

The background of the study in this research is the students still have 
difficulties in remembering how to spell a word even they looked it up in the 
dictionary. The teacher still uses conventional methods, and monotone, so the 
students are easy to get bored. To make the teaching spelling more effective and 
interesting, teacher needs various methods such as: spelling games to help her in 
the teaching learning process. 

The problem of this research can be stated as follow:  
1) How is the implementation of spelling games to improve students’ English 

written spelling at seventh grade of MTs Negeri 2 Kudus in academic year of 
2009/2010?  

2)  How is the improvement of students’ English written spelling after being 
taught using spelling games at seventh grade of MTs Negeri 2 Kudus in 
academic year of 2009/2010? 

The objectives of this study are: (1) To describe the implementation of 
spelling games to improve students’ English written spelling.(2)To find out the 
effectiveness of students’ English written spelling after being taught using 
spelling games. 

The study was conducted at MTs Negeri 2 Kudus in the Academic Year of 
2009/2010. The subject of this study was the students of VII I class. The number 
of the subject was forty. The design research used was classroom action research 
with the reason that the teachers can get interesting ways to improve students’ 
ability in English spelling. This research conducted preliminary and three cycles 
in classroom action research. 

The techniques which were used to collect the data are documentation, 
observation, and test. In the preliminary, the teacher uses questionnaire to get the 
data. The teaching learning process in cycle 1 until cycle 3 in classroom action 
research, the teacher introduces the words that represented by spelling games, play 
some games and give assessment test. In the end of cycle, the teacher reviews the 
entire lesson from cycle 1 to cycle 3, and gives test. 
 In this research, the researcher analyzed the result from observation and 
achievement test from each cycle. In the first there are about 50% or more 
students did not join the class enthusiastically, and the average of the students’ 
achievement was 61.1. In the second cycle there are about 66.6% or many of the 
students joined the class enthusiastically, the average of the students’ achievement 
was 72. In the third cycle there are 76.6% or majority of students joined the class, 
the average of the students’ achievement was 83.  

Result of the research shows that the students improve their spelling 
ability. 
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