
CONTRASTIVE ANALYSIS BETWEEN 
ENGLISH AND INDONESIAN WH QUESTIONS 

 

 
 

A Final Project  

 
Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirement  

for the degree of Bachelor of Islamic Education  

in English Language Education  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

by 
 

Wihdah Aliyatul Himmah 
Student Number : 3104205 

 

 
 

FACULTY OF TARBIYAH 

STATE INSTITUTE FOR ISLAMIC STUDIES 

WALISONGO 

2009 

 



      DEPARTEMEN AGAMA  
INSTITUT AGAMA ISLAM NEGERI WALISONGO SEMARANG 

       FAKULTAS TARBIYAH  
 Jl. Prof. Dr. Hamka Kampus II Ngaliyan Telp.7601295 Fax. 7615987 Semarang 

 
 

APPROVAL 
 
 
 
 
     Date      Signature 
 
 
 
 
Ismail, M. Ag.                                                            
Chairman  
 
 
 
Moh. Nafi Annury, M. Pd. 
Secretary 
 
 
 
Siti Tarwiyah, M. Hum. 
Member 
 
 
 
Ahwan Fanani, M. Ag.  
Member 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ABSTRACT 
 
Wihdah Aliyatul Himmah  (Student Number: 3104205). Contrastive Analysis 
between English And Indonesian WH Questions. Thesis, Semarang: Bachelor 
Program of English Language Education of State Institute For Islamic Studies 
Walisongo (IAIN Walisongo), 2009. 

Keywords: Question, WH Question, Contrastive Analysis. 
This research is based on the phenomena of English WH question use. 

English WH question or WH word has significant difference with Indonesian WH 
question, it causes many students get difficulties in using WH question. The 
interference in using an L2 is mainly caused by the differences between the L1 
and the L2, which comprises the differences in phonological and grammatical 
systems as well as the lexical and cultural systems. 

The problem of this research can be stated as follows:  
1. What are the differences and the similarities between English and 

Indonesian WH Questions? 
2. What factors make differences between English and Indonesian WH 

Questions? 
The objective of this research is (1) To find out the differences and 

similarities between English and Indonesian WH Questions. (2) To find out the 
factors make differences between English and Indonesian WH Questions. This 
research focuses on the differences and similarities between English and 
Indonesian WH Questions. This research is basically library research, where the 
writer attempts to obtain the data from the books as the data sources. In doing this 
research, the writer uses contrastive analysis. This kind of analysis describes the 
comparison of two or more languages in order to identify both similarities and 
differences. The analysis is carried out in two steps. The first is a contrastive 
analysis between English Indonesian questions word, and the second is a 
contrastive analysis of the pattern between English Indonesian question sentences.     
(1) from the result of finding and discussion, the difference of English and 
Indonesian WH question are as follow : (a)Split of meaning. (b)Coalescence in 
meaning (Indonesian WH Questions that has more than one similarities meaning 
with English WH Question). (c)Split in Sentence Structure. (2)Factors which 
make differences between English and Indonesian WH Question are the pattern of 
WH questions and its meaning.  
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MOTTO 

 

 ا خَلَقْنَاكُمْ مِنْ ذكََرٍ وَأنُْـثَى وَجَعَلْنَاكُمْ شُعُوباً وَقَـبَائِلَ لتِـَعَارَفُوا إِنِاسُ إنـهَا النَياَ أي

 عَلِيمٌ خَبِيرٌ  أَكْرَمَكُمْ عِنْدَ اللهِ أتَـْقَاكُمْ إِن اللهَ 

“O mankind, We have created you from male and female, and We 

have divided you into tribes and sub-tribes for greater facility of 

intercourse. Verily, the most honored among you in the sight of Allah is 

he who is the most righteous among you. Surely, Allah is All-Knowing, 

All-aware.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 

1Muhammad Zafrulla Khan, The Qur'an : External Revelation Vouchsafed to Muhammad 
the Seal of the Prophet, (London: Curzon Press Ltd., 1981), pp. 518-519 
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