CHAPTER |
INTRRODUCTION

A. Background of The Research

Reading is a complex activity deploying a large benof separate
actions. One should use the understanding and ira@gn, observing, and
remembering. We cannot read without moving the eyesising our
minds. Comprehension and reading speed become degpgndent on
proficiency in performing all the necessary orgdos it'. Reading is
central to the learning process. By reading agtiviieople may gain
important information that is not presented by beass in the classroom.

According to cognitive psychology and schema thetrg reader
IS an active participant who has an important pritive function in the
reading procedsReaders construct a meaning they can createdrtent,
so that "what a text means" can differ from reamereader. Readers
construct meaning based not only on the visual ocudise text (the words
and format of the page itself) but also based omvisual information
such as all the knowledge readers already havlem heads about the
world, their experience with reading as an actjvéagd, especially, what
they know about reading different kinds of writing.

The teacher is one who gives knowledge to studérgachers
indeed occupy an honorable position in the eyesoofety. That authority
causes the teacher is respected, so that peopletdsk about the teacher
features. With the trust given by society, therntloe shoulders of teachers
are given tasks and heavy responsibifities

One of the most difficult tasks of a language teach the context

of teaching English as a foreign language is tdefosttitude toward
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reading. It is caused by the limited time and otbemstraints they face
during the teaching and learning process. Teacaexsoften unable to
encourage students to find entertaining and intiegesnformation in
reading materials. Therefore it often creates aatme® mind-set in
students who consider the effort to interact wehding materials as an
unattractive activity compared to the process they get from visual
electronic media.

However, reading programs may help students devéhmr
language skills necessary for success. But it isl ha implement an
effective reading program, especially in countideere English is treated
as foreign language. The success of implementiadimg programs will
depend on the students’ interest. Since the baggnoi reading material,
reading must be comprehensive and meaningful. Bh#ite teaching of
early reading; children should be given materiahinoomplete form, such
as stories and poefhns

In relation to reading, the survey research adrgres by National
Education Department of Republic of Indonesia shibagprising results.
It is proved that reading comprehension competeh@ementary school
students were in a low level. Almost 76.95% of stitd were unable to
use dictionary. Among those who were able to usgatiary, there were
only about 5% can search words in Indonesian Dietip systematicalfy

The same condition also happens in MTs At-Thosaalir&o
Ungaran Timur. The problem they experienced in EBhgis concerning
reading competence. Most students are lack in &mglt is shown from
their passing grade in English that are below mimmpassing grade
required by the curriculum. As a more intensiveasiation undertaken,
the problem is mostly in reading comprehensiond&tis are unable to
comprehend the reading materials in the text. Thboere their

understanding on material taught is quite poor.
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Based on the curriculum, one of purpose of learnigading in
junior high school at the eighth grade is to depelbe ability to
communicate in English verbally or written, so gtedents have ability to
read the written text correcfly Generally, not all schools can easily
achieve the goal of learning reading in accordamitk that state in the
curriculum. Each of schools find the different @u$¢s in achieve that
purpose. By considering the difficulties encourdeand the solutions
needed, the researcher thinks that there shoukffbds to improve the
effectiveness and efficiency in learning reading.

Effective reading is likely to impact on effectiweriting. As
receptive skills, reading provides a stimulus tce thwriting. The
effectiveness of learning reading and writing fréme viewpoints of the
teacher is likely to give optimal results if teacheause the potential
efficiently. Learning efficiency of reading is alsafluenced y the use of
the facilities available. The use of facilities gable optimally will help
students understand the material being taught. llysstadents will have
an idea when they connect language learning wien $hbrrounding
condition and their experiences.

Based on the fact above, it is necessary for lagguaachers to
foster reading on their students. It may be doneseélecting proper
materials to the students. The reading programslyeayseless if it is not
done properly. Teachers should select reading raltéhat are relevant to
the students’ needs and interests. Teacher slasddselect methods that
are fun for to the students, because selectingvtbeg method will hinder
the achievement of learning objecti{ies

Teaching and learning process of English in Jukigh School
mostly emphasize reading, writing, listening an@aiing integratedly.

Besides those four language skills in teaching iBhgkuch language
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components as vocabulary, structure, spelling etstnalso be paid
attention to. The competence standard should betemeds by SMP
students in reading is to understand various meaininvritten texts. The
competence covers interpersonal, ideational, amtldae meaning It

means that the students should master the abov@nmgean written texts.
Teaching English for Junior High School, especiallyeading class for
the second grade, conveys the competence of idegfifideational
meaning in the text, identifying interpersonal dr&t in the context, and
reading loud the texts. Such a process requiresiceapproach in the
teaching.

As stated in the new curriculum, the methods engdoyy
teachers in teaching should convey the technighes relate subject
matter content to the real word so that the stiedemy construct their
knowledge based on their previous knowledge makt&each a method is
called Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL)

According to Johnson, CTL is describing as follows:

Contextual teaching and learning is an educational process that
aims to help students see meaning in the academic material they
are studying by connecting academic subjects with the context of
their daily lives, that is, with context of their personal, social, and
cultural circumstance. To achieve this aim, the system
encompasses the following components: making meaningful
connections, doing significant work, self-regulated learning, and
collaborating, critical and creative thinking, nurturing the
individual, reaching high standards, using authentic assessment. *°

Contextual teaching and learning (CTL) is a teaghirethod that
provides a constructivist model. The model helpglasnts connect the
content they are learning to the life contexts mah that content could be

used. Therefore, students may find meaning in ¢aening process. As

8 Depdiknas, Kurikulum 2004; Standar Kompetenss Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris
sekolah Menengah Pertama dan Madrasah Tsanawiyah, , p.16

® DepdiknasKurikulum 2004; Sandar Kompetensi Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Iggris sekolah
Menengah Pertama dan Madrasah Tsanawiyah, p.17

!%Elaine B. JohnsorGontextual Teaching and Learning, (Califorrrnia: Corwin Press, Inc.,
Thousand Oaks, 2002), p.25



they try to attain the learning goals, they drawomupheir previous
experiences and build upon existing knowledge.

According to Johnson, CTL as learning approach istm®f the
following eight important elements. They are Makinganing connection,
Doing significant work, Self regulates learning]laborating. critical and
collaborative thinking, nurturing the individual,néd reaching high
standards and using authentic assessments.

One of the approaches used in the teaching-leanmiogess by
using CTL cover bottom-up processing and top-dowwcessing. These
approaches may work well in schools that have Qigddity inputs such as
schools located in big cities. However, the appnoacay encounter
problems when they are applied in small town school

It is interesting to study the teachers’ strategieteaching reading
employing the above approaches as implemented all $awn school.
Based on the background above, the writer is irgdntb do further

research about teaching reading using CTL.

. Question of The Research

Based on the background of study, statement ofptbblem: is
there a significant of the influence Contextual dreag and Learning in
teaching reading comprehension at eighth gradeestsdof MTs At-
Thosari Kalirejo Ungaran Timur?

. Objective and Benefit of The Research

The objective of the research is to know the sigairft influence of
effectiveness using Contextual Teaching and Legrmnstudent reading
improvement. The writer hopes this research mayoinec supporting

material to get the better way of language teaching



Based on objectives above, the benefit of the rekezan be stated
as follows:
The result of the study is expected to give adgagaas follows:

1. Theoretically; the result of the study can be injpuEnglish teaching
learning process especially on reading. And allscan be used as
additional for those who want to conduct a researchEnglish
teaching learning process.

2. Pedagogically; the result of the study is expetddoke as follows:

a) Motivator for the students to improve the quality @ading
comprehension skill.

b) Reference in English language teaching for youagiers not only
for the teachers but also for the writers and dalers.

c) Reflection of MTs At-Thosari Kalirejo Ungaran Timumwhich at
least, it can examine the instructional practicetret MTs At-
Thosari Kalirejo classroom. It will become coresi@tion not only
for MTs At-thosary itself, but also for Junior HigBchools in
making instructional decisions such as teachingeras, methods,

and learning assessments.



