CHAPTER Il
LEXICAL DENSITIES’ READING MATERIALS OF THE 2006
ENGLISH CURRICULUM

A. Theoretical Review
1. Reading
a. Definition of Reading

Reading in language learning plays an importard. riblis one
of four language skills students have to learns lissumed to be the
central means for learning new information and igginaccess to
alternative explanations and interpretations. Readas one of
language skills, has given an important contributto human life.
Through reading, people can get many useful and inéavmation,
ideas and inspirations which can enrich their kmaolgk, and they can
know about things happen in the world recently. dk&g can help or
train people to wider their mind and point of views facing and
solving matters happen in their life.

In the teaching of Islam, reading is also one keydmo seek
knowledge. As Allah stated in verse al-‘Alaq 1-5:
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Recite in the name of thy Lord Who created evenghHe
created man from a clot of blood. Recite, for thoyd.is Most
Beneficent, Who has taught by the pen, taught matwthich
he knew nof.

*Muhammad Zafrullah Khari;he Quran (London: Curzon Press, 1985 Bd, p. 624.



It means that the reading is one activity whichvésy much
suggested by Islam, so that its followers can s@ekvledge wherever
and whenever possible.

Reading is an interactive process that goes on dsgtwhe
reader and the text. In the process of trying tdewstand a written
text, the reader has to perform a number of simattas tasks, decode
the message by recognizing the written signs, pné¢the message by
assigning meaning to the string of words, and lynainderstand what
the author’s intention was. In this process theeethree participants:
the writer of text, text, and readeBo, reading is one of the linguistic
skills that people should have in order to commatgcin English
fluently and it is important to understand inforioatfrom the text and
interpret its meaning.

b. Reading Material

As a skill, reading is clearly one of the most imtpat in many
instances around the world. It is the most impdrtareign language.
According to Harmer, reading is a model of langyagading texts
provide opportunities to study language such asabolary, grammar,
punctuation and the way to construct sentencegpgph and text.

From the explanation above, it means that readingnie of
important language that to be mastered by studerttee Junior High
School. To enable the students to master readitigtgcteacher of
English should provide materials. The teaching nete which are
suggested by curriculum are reading materials wlach not only
suitable with the topic which is discussed, bubasgood reading for
students from the point of the setting of its mgssdhe plot of the
thought, structure of the text, lexical characteriand correctness of

the language.

*Mariane Celce-Murcia and Elite Olshtain,Discourse and Context in Language
Teaching(United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2000) 119.

®Jeremy Harmer How to teach EnglistUnited State: Addison Wesley Longman, 1998),
p. 68.



Reading material refers to any texts or passage lhags
certain message or ideas to be shared to the rdadagh the process
of reading activity. In preparing the material th@re some aspects to
be considered. The writer emphasizes on the lefgh® readers
interest as well as the objectives of the readottyidy.

Based on the School-Based Curriculum, the basicpetence
in reading materials is to understand the meanimd) the steps of
rhetoric development in the written text (narrativdescriptive,
recount, procedure, report, etc). Reading is uguahceived of as a
solitary activity in which the reader to interadtiwthe text.

2. Curriculum
a. Definition of Curriculum

Curriculum is the most essential of teaching leagmprocess.
A teacher should teach his/her students accordinghé current
curriculum because it has been designed on thes lmdsstudents’
needs. Feez stated that “curriculum is a genea&drsent of goals and
outcomes, learning arrangement, evaluation, andurdentation
relating to the management of program within an catan
institution”.” Curriculum is a plan that gives guidance in thechéng-
learning process activitiés.

From the definition above, the writer concluded thariculum
is a plan that is developed to make teaching-legractivities progress
well. It is kind of guidance in the teaching-leargi process. The
reformation of curriculum is sometimes done in ordeimprove or to
develop the quality of education. The curriculusoatontains science,
knowledge, and experience worth giving to the stigléo obtain the

educational objectives.

"Feez, Susam,ext-Based Syllabus DesigSidney: Macquarie University, 2002), p. 9.
®\ana Syaodih Sukmadinat@engembangan Kurikulum: Teori dan PraktéRandung:
Remaja Rosdakarya, 1999), p.5.



b. The 2006 English Curriculum
Since the Indonesian government has designed ttestla
curriculum, that is the 2006 English Curriculum $chool-Based

Curriculum 2006, it is automatically that all schaoIndonesia has to

apply it. The 2006 English Curriculum for Junior gHi School

(SMP/MTSs) students to achieve the competencieshislatthem to be

able to reflect themselves, their culture, and afioers’ cultures.

Moreover, it prepares them to be able to commuaitatir thoughts

and feelings, to participate in the society, evennmtake informed

decision about personal and social issues andstmwer and use their
analytical and imaginative capacities.
In School-Based Curriculum 2006 for English subcEMP/

MTs, “SMP” graduates should be able to achieve tianal level for

communication spoken and writtdrThe curriculum is also intended

to develop skills of communication that is the Iskdf understanding
and / or creating spoken and/ or written texts Wwiaite realized in four
language skills: listening, speaking, reading, amiting, in order to be
able to communicate fluently and to make discourseertain level of
literacy.

The 2006 English Curriculum mentions that Englistbject
has several objectives which can be stated asifsfid

1) To improve the communicative competence both inkepoand
written form in order to achieve functional levélliteracy.

2) To be aware of the meaning and the importance gfi§fnas an
international language that becomes and importaeg&e in the
global society.

3) To grow the students’ understanding of the relathgm between

language and culture.

°DPN, KTSP Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris SD/MI, SMP/MBMA/MA, (Jakarta:
BSNP, 2007), p. 277.
Yipid, p. 278.
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Basically, the content, the target, and the mdtefi&chool-Based
Curriculum are developing the skills of understagdiand/or creating
spoken and/or written texts which are realized onrflanguage skill:
listening, speaking, writing, and reading. Theyogisoduce various short
functional and monologue texts, and essay in forin narrative,
descriptive, recount, report, and procedure, antatary exposition texts.
Students of Junior High School year IX accordingthe School-Based
Curriculum are also suggested to learn three kofdsionologue/ essay

texts; report, procedure and narrative texts.

3. Textbook
a. Definition of English Textbook

A medium is a means to help the teachers wheneihehing
and learning activities progress. A teacher usualys some media to
make him or her easier in explaining the teachiagenals. One media
which is ordinarily used is a textbook. The texthd® easy to buy, to
carry, and to study. Even though there are so nkamys of media
rivaling the printed materials of communicatione tiextbook remains
the major source in school.

Textbook is a book giving instruction in a subjecised
especially in schools, etc. According to Thomsahg“textbook is a
stimulus or instrument for teaching and learnifig”In another
definition, textbook is a manual of instruction @rstandard book in
any branch of study which is produced accordinghto demands of
educational institution¥:

Based on the definitions above, it is important teeichers to
use a textbook when they teach a particular suljectrder to help
them when they conduct teaching and learning aietsvas well as to

reach educational purposes.

“Thomson Heinle,Designing Language Courses: A Guide for Teaché@anada:
Kathleen Graves, 2000), p. 175.
AWikipedia, Textbook http:www.wikipedia.org/wiki/textbook, retrievedhd 3" July 2010.
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b. The Functional of Textbook
A textbook has many functions. According to Thomsthre
textbook has many functions as follows:
1) Individualization of instruction
A textbook helps students to individualize instioct by
enabling them to proceed at their own rate and ltmiéed extent,
according to what they are interested in studying.
2) Organization of instruction
A textbook helps students to organize instruction b
providing experiences, suggested activities, recendad reading
and question. Written textbook give unity to classn interaction
and are graded to introduce new concepts or cantbety build
upon what has preceded.
3) Tutorial Contribution
A teacher often uses the textbook to help studkram
how to read better, to study, to weigh evidence] &m solve
problems.
4) Improvement of Teaching
Textbook is also regarded as a helpful utility vihis used
by teachers to improve their skills in teaching.
From the explanation above, textbook is a kindisf@ial aid
in teaching learning process. It means that thectfon of a
textbook is actually as one of the visual aids égchers, when
they are teach and explain the teaching matefgasides, it also
helps the students in getting a better understgnofinhe materials

given by teacher.

¥ Thomson Heinlegp.cit,p. 176.
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4. Text
a. Definition of Text

A text is very important in our life. We need texts
communicate with others. Actually, when we speak write
something, we have made a text. Text is a meansaakferring
message to the readers or listeners.

Text is an arrangement of systematically words imgcad
diction, without ignore the rule of coherence antiesive. Text is any
stretch of language which is held together cohésiviarough
meaning** In addition, Halliday and R. Hasan mention thatt tis
meant any connected stretch of language that isgdmb in some
contexts->

From the explanation above, any instance of liMiegguage
that is playing some parts in context of situatima shall call a text. It
may be either spoken or written. Based on the @patnt there are
spoken and written texts. Spoken refers to languigeraction,
including a conversation orally between two personsnore which
their text has a purpose and the written text seferlanguage text,
including abstract reflection on causes and effettiistance events.

b. Genre

The term ‘genre’ has been used for many years fier te
different styles of literary discourse. In recenmd, the term has been
adapted to refer to different types of communieagvents.

Genre is one of the most important and influenti@hcept in
language education. Genre can be defined as aalljtapecific text-
type which results from using language (writtenspoken) to (help)

accomplish somethintf. Each genre is characterized by distinctive

“Feez J and Joyce, Hp.cit,p. 4.

®M.A.K Halliday and R. Hasarl,anguage, Context, and Text: Aspect of Language in
Social-Semiotic Perspectiv@Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1985), p. 6.

'® inda Gerot and Peter WignelMaking Sense of Functional GrammégNorth South
wales: Gerd Stabler, 1995), p 17.
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schematic structure, that is, by a distinctive bemgig, middle, and end
structure through which the social function of geare is realized’ It
can be concluded that there are differences betwaeh genre to
another. There are some genres texts: spoof/ recaeports,
analytical exposition, news item, anecdote, nameatiprocedure,
description, hortatory, explanation, discussiom eaviews.

In this study, the writer only discusses the geheat should be
taught to the ninth year of Junior High School stud based on
School-Based Curriculum, namely; narrative, procegdand report.
There are some types of genres commonly used:

1) Procedure Text
The social function of procedure text is to helplogask or
make something. They can be set of instructiordirections. The
generic structure that should be followed when watewa
procedure text are goal (goal states the final gaepof doing the
instructions), materials (materials includes inggats, utensils,
equipment to do the instructions), steps (a senstructions to
achieve the final purpose). The lexico-grammatfeatures of the
procedure text are focus on generalized human sgtdrd use of
simple present tense and imperative sentence, sheoli action
verbs, the use mainly of temporal conjunction (ambering to
indicate sequence), and the use of adverbial pfirase
2) Narrative text
The purpose of this text is to relate an amusingrarsual
experience in an entertaining way. The social fiencof narrative
text is to amuse, to entertain, and to deal wittblgmatic events
which lead to a crisis point of some kinds, whichturn find a

resolution.

"Jenny HammondEnglish for Social Purposes: A Handbook for Teashef Adult
Literacy, (Sidney: Australian Print Group, 1991), p. 2.
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The generic structure of the narrative consists of:
a) Orientation: sets the scene and introduces thecjpants
b) Evaluation: a stepping back to evaluate the plight
c) Complication: a crisis arises
d) Resolution: the crisis is resolved, for betterarworse
e) Re-orientation: optional

Narrative text focuses on specific and individuadiz
participant. It usually uses material (behaviorald averbal)
processes. It also uses relational processes, mpridaesses,
temporal conjunction, and temporal circumstance latikaal
processes involve states of being and having. ¥ample:

a) She was an old boy.
b) He has a good job.

There are many verbs which refer to mental prosgtkey
are thinking, imagining, liking, wanting, seeindgc.eThe verbs that
are used in narrative text type are past tense.

3) Report text

Report text is one of text types that taughtwfidr High
School. The term ‘report’ is used in everyday laampi refer to
many different types of factual text, such as neggort, science
report, weather report, etc. Report is used toesorprovide
information about class of things accurately rathan a sequence.

As the other text types, report has also the sdaradtion,
the generic structure, and also the lexico-grantvabteatures. The
social function of report text is to describe thaywhings are, with
reference to a range of natural, man-made andlggo@omena in
our environment. The generic structures of repext are general
classification and description (parts, qualitiesbits or behaviors,

if living; uses, if non-natural). The lexico-gramtical features of

'8 inda Gerot and Peter Wignetip.cit, p.204.
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report text are focus on generic participant, tse of relational
processes and the use of simple present tense.
5. Lexical Density

Lexical density is a measure of the amount of aanitgformation
in a text. Lexical density is calculated by divigithe number of content
words in a clause complex by the number of clairseébe complex? It
means that the lexical density measures the deokityformation in any
passage of text, according to how tightly the lakitems (content word)
have been packed into the grammatical structures. i$la measure of how
much information provided in a particular piecewofting. Lexical words
are perhaps more commonly known as content wordgformation
words.

Nunan stated that “lexical density referred to rknenber of lexical
content of function words per claus®”Lexical density measures of the
proportion of content words in a sentence or t&xh addition, lexical
density is a term used in discourse (or text) aslyt is used to measure
the ratio of content words to grammatical wordamy given text (spoken
or written)?

Based on the above explanation, lexical densithesnumber of
content words as a percentage of the total nuntfhgomls. Content words
as opposed to function words are words that cahigla information load
such as; nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbser®=3s which are long
and lexically densed are more difficult to undamndtaThose words are
includes content words (nouns, verbs, adjectives] adverbs), and
grammatical function words (determiners, pronounseposition,
conjunctions, numerals, auxiliary verbs). Textshwét lower density are

more easily understood.

YIbid, p.163.

“David Nunan)ntroducing Discourse Analysi¢éEngland: Penguin group, 1993), p. 11.

“'Readability http://www.unisanet.unisa.edu.au/resources/id&btity/content - words
and lexical density, retrieved off 8uly 2010.

22 exical Density http://wiki.answer.com/Q/What is lexical densitgtrieved on 19 July

2010.
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a. Content Words
Content words are any nouns, verbs, adverbs, gedtags which
have suitable and significant lexical meaning.
1) Nouns
Nouns are the names of person, thing or pfademay be the
names of persons (Joseph, John), the names ofsplesentries,
cities), the names of things (book, school), themem of
professions (doctor, driver), the names of aninflaid, fox), the
names of abstract nouns (information, discovery® mames of
activities (athletic, running), the names of daysd amonths
(monday, year), the names of subjects (Englishrtspand the
names of families (father, aunt).
Based on the meaning, concrete nouns may be devnted
several classes, they fe:
a) A common noun is the name of a class of object®ay name
a mass of objects or a material.
Example: cat, tree, boy, insect, girl, teacher.
b) A proper noun is an individual name.
Example: George, Billy (a person), Indonesia, Jagan
country), May, June (a month).
c) A collective noun is name a group of persons, @aoethings
gathered together into a unit.
Example: people, audience, number, nation, class.
2) Verbs
Verb is that part of speeech which expresses gdheimg, or
state of being. Verbs can be classified as to famd as to

meaning.

#slamet Riyanto, et.allA Handbook of: English GrammarYogyakarta: Pustaka
Pelajar, 2010), 2Ed., p.7.

4 Rudi Hariyono,Complete English GrammafSurabaya: Gramedia Press, 2002), p.14-
15.
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a) Based on the form, verbs are divided into two, thiey

(1) A regular verb is one which forms its past indieatand
past participle by addition the suffix —ed, or —d.
Example: want, wanted, wanted, ask, asked, asked.

(2) An irregular verb is one that does not form its tpas
indicative and past participle by adding —ed, ar —d
Example: become, became, become, buy, bought, héugh

b) Based on the meaning, verbs are divided into tiey are:

(1) A transitive verbs are verbs that express an actind
require one or more objects.
Example: learn, buy, sell, write, bring.

(2) An intransitive verbs are verbs that express ammand
do not require object(s).

Example: come, study, arrive, run, lie, wéfk.
3) Adjectives

An adjective are words that are used to explairmodify a

person, place, or thirfg.

Example: beautiful, good, expensive, importantyugellow,

interesting.
4) Adverbs

Adverbs are words that are used to describe vadjsctives or

adverbs.
Type of adverbs can be divided into six kinds:
a) Adverbs of manner

Example: beautifully, well, fast, hard, quickly.
b) Adverbs of place and direction

Example: away, here, west, there, in Solo.
c) Adverbs of time

Example: ago, from, now, last, once, since, theday.

% |bid, p.81.
% Slamet Riyanto, et.algp.cit, p.62-63
" |bid, p.44.



18

d) Adverbs of frequency
Example: always, never, often, sometimes, usually.
e) Adverbs of degree
Example: indeed, of course, rather, in fact, reatlp, very.
f) Adverbs of modality
Example: likely, maybe, perhaps, possibly, probably
unlikely.?®
b. Grammatical Function Words
Grammatical function words create the relationshipsveen the
concepts in a sententé.Grammatical function words might be
determiners, pronouns, preposition, conjunctionsnerals, auxiliary
verbs.
1) Prepositions
A preposition links nouns, pronouns and phrasegher words
in a sentence. A preposition usually indicatestémeporal, spatial
or logical relationship of its object to the reftlte sentence.
Example: about, above, across, after, at, behiesidb, by, in
into, inside, among, around, before.
2) Pronouns
Common types of pronouns are as follows:
a) Personal Pronouns
Personal pronouns are words that are used to eeplgerson or
thing.
Example: I, you, we, they, he, she, it.
b) Demonstrative Pronouns
Demonstrative pronouns are words that are usedoitat put
something.

Example: this, these, that, those.

“bid, p.50.
“Readability http://www.unisanet.unisa.edu.au/resources/idabiity/content words
and lexical density, retrieved off 8uly 2010.
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c) Interrogative Pronouns
Interrogative pronouns are words that are used sio far
guestions.
Example: who, what, which, when, where, whose, wjndry,
how.
d) Relative Pronouns
Relative pronouns are usually used in adjectivesda.
Example: that, who, whom, whose, whith.
3) Conjunctions
Conjunctions are words that are used to connectsvor a
group of words or sentenc®s.
Example: although, even, once, as, if, until, wh&here, during,
since, for, while, because.
4) Auxiliary Verbs
These verbs are called auxiliary verbs because filmection is
to help other verbs express different meanifigs.
Example: be, do, have, can, may, must, shall, wdljld, might,
should, would.
5) Determiners
Example: some, any, many, much, no, few, littleergy all,
several, a lot of.
6) Numerals (numbers)
Numbers can be divided into three that is:
a) Cardinal numbers
Example: zero, one, two.
b) Ordinal numbers
Example: first, second, third.
c) Fraction

Example: a half, a third, a quartér.

% Slamet Riyanto, et.algp.cit, p.36.
*bid, p.85.
¥ \bid, p.213.
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B. Previous Research
In composing this proposal, these are some prevesearches related
to this study that can be described as follows:

1. Erma Suryani (2201405626), Faculty of Language &mj UNNES
Semarang 2008 (The Text Structures of the Readaxy Types Found in
“Contextual Learning: Developing Competencies ingligh Use”). The
result from this research explained that there wigaeading texts. &\
stated by the Competence-Based Curriculum and Sdbasdd
Curriculum, the choices of text types in the anatiyzextbook had fulfilled
the suggestion as narrative, explanation, and skson texts. The
textbook was relevant to the curriculum becaugeavided the texts that
were required by curriculurif. The similarities between her research and
the writer’'s were on the reading materials and ahpé the study (genres).
The differences were on source of data, kindsxdf send data analysis.

2. Nugrahani (2201404114), Faculty of Language and, AUNNES
Semarang 2008 (The Reading MaterialsLiook AheadTextbook for
Tenth Year Students of Senior High School). The afifinglish teaching,
based on School-Based Curriculum is that the stadeh Senior High
School hopefully can reach the informational legtliteracy since they
are prepared to continue their study to the uniyelavel. As the result of
this analysis, her research found 20 reading na@teémi five genres;
specifically recount, narrative, descriptive, prdae, and news item. The
most dominant was narrative, recount and procedsine. concluded the
textbook was relevant to the current curriculumthis case was School-
Based Curriculuni® The similarity between her research and the visiter
was on the object of the study (genres). The diffees were on source of

data, type of data and data analysis.

% Rudi Hariyonoop.cit, p.45.

*Erma SuryaniThe Text Structures of the Reading Text Types Fauri@ontextual
Learning: Developing Competencies in English Us&kripsi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris,
(Semarang: UNNES, 2008).

*Nugrahani,The Reading Materials in Look Ahead Textbook fartié&’ear Students of
Senior High SchooBkripsi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, (Semarang: BEN2007).
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Based on the explanation above, this thesis willddéerent with
previous research. We have some purposes that bevinelpful in improving
students’ understanding on different types of gemhes thesis is expected to
give a brief overview as main point of considenatfor the book writers on
designing their book material. They should constterlexical density as well
in order to make their book suitable for the largpuasers based on their level

of competence.



