CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

Language is a means of communication among humanrgsePeople
can communicate, cooperate and get along with edbkr. One standard
definition of language, it is stated that a languag a system of arbitrary that
relates sounds and meanings that enable member gotfem community to
communicate intelligibly with one anothkrLanguage is a system of sounds and
words used by humans to express their thougthdeslithg by speaking, writing
or making signs in a way that can be understoodnyr of different system of
communication that is used in particular rediorLanguage is a system of
arbitrary vocal symbols used for human communicétio

From the definitions of language above we can dswne basic
characteristics of human language that languagysgematic, arbitrary, spoken
and complete. Language contains two systems rdtharone, a system of sounds
and a system of meaning.

Nowadays, language as a means of communicatiosanal control has
many functions and advantages in the daily lifetext) such as greeting, asking
something, command, reporting, giving ideas, emduage has central role in
the intellectual development, social, and studeatsbtion and as a key to be
success. By using language we can communicategegxmur feeling and share
informations with other people around the world.

Language has two forms, written and spoken oneh Boe used to
express our feeling by using sequence of words lwlace arranged into

understandable sentences. When it is conveyed ittemrform, someone who
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read the sentence can understand and respond ith®©wther hand, spoken
language is done by someone orally. Both writted spoken languages have
different roles and difficulty level.

In this global era, the World has no limits in coomitation, and
technology develops very fast. This condition ferpeople around the world to
master language that is used for international comoation. Communication is
very important in human life. It is used by humarorder to know and understand
between each other. As we know that God createsahumdifferent condition
and character, so they need to interact among @dbpt make them understand
each other. Allah has explained this instructiodifQur'an at Surah Al-Hujarét

as follows:
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Meaning: “Hi, Human, Actually We created you fronman and woman
and becoming you in different nations and tribesorder to
know between each other. Actually the most loftggde in side
of Allah are they are who have a pious between thrtually
onlg/5 Allah, the God omniscient and Almighty. ( Alkdrat:
13

This statement shows that people have been instrumt Allah to make

friend and understand each other, although thediffexent in sex, tribe, country,

and language.
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At present, there are many languages which are aleder the world.
However, English is the most spoken in internati@mmmunication since it has
become an international language. English is contynaged in many fields such
as science, business and education. Many bookd #hbmse fields are written in
English. To master or at least learn those fieMdshave to master English. Hence,
learning English is very useful for everybody towe in this competitive era.

In our country, English becomes the first foreigmduage which is
taught to the students from elementary school upniersity. Even, some of
kindergartens and even play groups have taughtidbnigl their students. In junior
high school and senior high school, English hasimecthe only foreign language
which is examined in national examination.

The main objective of English teaching is that stutd master English
communication which covers language componentangrar, vocabulary, and
pronunciation, with the basic competence skillstelning, speaking, reading and
writing.

From four major skills namely listening, speakimgading and writing
above, they can be divided into two kinds of skiteceptive skill and productive
skill. Listening and reading are included in receptskill, while speaking and
writing in productive skill. From those productiskills, writing is regarded as the
most difficult skill to master. When someone is afeg, the most important
thing is to make his listener understand what hellisng about. Grammar is not
the main point here. Wrong grammar is not a probhdmen the speaker uses the
right intonation and accent that make his listemeat he is talking about. On the
other hand, writing is different. Everybody hasuse the right grammar, spelling
and punctuation since it will not be helped by théstence of intonation and
accent.

Learning English, especially in writing has nevezeb easy as the
learners find a lot of difficulties. One of the fitilties found by the learners is
caused by their native language interference. mfieence of the native language
in learning a foreign language is certainly indisgable. This influence can be

either positive or negative. When the relevant onistructure of both languages



is the same, linguistic interference can resuttarrect language production called
“positive transfer”. However, language interferemd@ch is most often discussed
as a source of errors is known as “negative trahsidegative transfer occurs

when speakers and writers transfer items and snegtthat are not the same in
both languages. The greater the differences betteetwo languages, the more
negative transfer can be expected, and the maveseran be found.

That is why in this research, the researcher taadentify grammatical
errors found in students’ composition and condueatsresearch entitled
IDENTIFYING GRAMMATICAL ERRORS AS THE RESULT OF NAIVE
LANGUAGE INTERFERENCE IN STUDENTS’ COMPOSITIONS (8tudy at
Writing 1l Class at ELT Department of IAIN Walisgp Semarang in the
Academic Year 2010/2011). Through this researahyéisearcher tries to analyze
the errors because by learning the errors, thendesrare not only able to
recognize the errors but also explain why the sert@ppen and they are able to

correct the errors.

. Definition of key terms
a. Grammatical Errors
Grammar is the rules of a language that show homiesees are

formed, or how words area inflected. The grammaa ddnguage consists of
the sounds and sounds patterns, the basic uniteahing such as words, and
the rules to combine all of these to form sentenadls the desired meaning.
When we say that a sentence is grammatical, we rinednt confirm to the
rules of grammar; conversely, when we say thatnéesee is ungrammatical,
we mean that it does not confirm to the rules ahgmar® Hence, grammatical
error is a part of conversation or a compositioat tHeviates from some
selected norms/rules of grammar

b. Native Language
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The termnative languagels used to indicate “a language which a
person acquires in early childhood because itagep in the family and/or it is
the language of the country where he or she isditf

c. Interference

Interference is a term used in sociolinguistics &mekign language
learning to refer to the errors as a speaker intres into one language as a
result of contact with another language; also dalfeegative transfer of
contrastive. It is also the most common source rofrge in the process of
learning a foreign language, where the native lagguinterferes the foreign
languagé

d. Error and mistake

Error is the use of linguistic item in a way in whia fluent or native
speaker of the language regards as showing faultgcomplete learning. A
distinction is sometimes made between an errorghviesults from incomplete
knowledge and a mistake made by a learner whenngrtr speaking and
which is caused by lack of attentidh.

From those definitions above, it can be concluded & mistake is just
a slip that the learner forgets the right form. WWhian error is a deviation
which is made by the learner because he does ot kime rule and he /she
will make it repetitively.

e. Composition

The term of composition is defined as a writinggbie which deals
with texts longer than a single sentence, such aagpaphs, essays, and
reports. There are two types of composition whiohh @mmonly used; free
composition in which the students writing is nottolled or limited in any
way and controlled composition, in which the studesriting is controlled by

" Jack Richards et.aLpngman Dictionary of Applied Linguistig€ngland: Longman
Group U.K Limited, 1985)p. 188.

®David Crystal A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetié&'ed., (U.S.A.: Blackwell,
1997) p.199.
° David Crystal et.al.gp.cit.p. 95.



various means such as by providing questions tanlserered, sentences to be
completed, or words or picture to folloW.

f. Writing 111 Class
It is the highest class of writing courses at EstgDepartment of State
Institute for Islamic Studies Walisongo SemarangfoBe entering this class,

the students have to pass Writing (Intensive CouW§eting | and Writing 1.

C. Reason of Choosing the Topic

Grammar is one of the most important componenta @nguage. It is
impossible to learn or use a language without kngwhe grammatical rules of
the language. Language without grammar causes sommunicative problems,
like grammatical errors in writing which can trigge misunderstanding. That is
why; learners need to know the grammatical systealanguage so that they can
communicate properly.

However, learning language is not easy as the dearfind a lot of
difficulties. The difficulties that are encountdréy every learner will vary
according to their native language. Because of these will be errors that can be
found in their learning. These errors will influendheir communication.
Therefore, it is important to analyze the errorsause by learning the errors, the
learners are not only able to recognize the erbatsalso explain and know the
right one.

The writer chooses the students of Writing 1l slaat English
Department of IAIN Walisongo Semarang as the sulgéthe research because
they are expected to make writings which are coiregrammar since they have
learn English for many years. Hence, it is impdrtarknow whether the students

make grammatical errors or not and what kind ofrgretical errors that students
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make. The writer hopes the result of the researnthbes useful; not only for the
students of Writing Il class, but also for thetleers and the other students who

are learning English.

. Resear ch Questions

Based on the explanation above, the research qoestil be about;

a. What kinds of grammatical errors as the resultative language interference
which can be found in students’ compositions?

b. What are the possible causes of the errors?

. Objectivesof Study

In line with research question, this study has pses as follow:

a. To identify grammatical errors as the result ofiveatanguage interference in
students’ compositions.

b. To describe the possible causes of the errors.

. Pedagogical Significance

Since this research is another issue in Teachingidgbnas a Foreign
Language (TEFL), its results are theoretically qadlagogically important for
researcher, students/readers, Lecturers, policyemakthe institution and for the
other researchers.

This research will give reference for lecturerseesally for structure and
writing lecturers. It will be useful as a referenself-reflection and evaluation to
improve their teaching after knowing the errors mhg their students.

For the students/readers especially at English epat, the analysis of
the grammatical Errors can be used as a referemdbdm so that they will not
make any errors resulted by their native languag®ference.



For the policy makers in the institution, the as@&yof the errors in this
research is significant to determine the matet@{fbooks or handbook chosen
and the way the lecturers teach.

Finally, it is hoped that this thesis will help ethresearchers to do the

some related researches in deeper, further aner hethniques.



