A.

CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

Background of the Study

English is a compulsory subject in Indonesia whield been taught formally
to Indonesian students since they are in elememstengol. The English subject
consists of four skills including speaking, writilgtening and reading. Speaking
skill has become the first priority to be taughteovother skills since
communicative approach implementation has beeneantlal in foreign language
learning. It is based on instructional goal of thericulum of 2006 of KTSP.
English teachers should create active learning idondand develop their
technique to help learners communicate more effelgtiby considering suitable
activities for each group of learners. Brown andeYsay that one of the main
aims of most English teachers are to make theitestis able to communicate and
most of English teachers have the same aims whant#tught English. One of
the main aims is to make their students able toneonicate and convey
information effectively in spoken English. Besiddge teacher should create
active learning condition and develop their techeg they also should pay
attention on the factor of sex differences of tistidents:

The factor of sex differences can not be ignoredearning language,
because it can affect students’ achievement arfitigmcy in learning It is clear
that the students may be grouped into two diffesemes, male and female or boy
and girl.

As the writer observation, when she practiced teachshe observed
students of second grade of Senior High School.f8med that most of female

students liked studying English. They were ablértich more quickly over male
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students in making short conversation. They alddoditer on the conversation in
front of the class. Besides, many linguists beli¢at there is a significant
difference between the two sex groups in the adansof the language. For
example, Trudgill found that female used standagt ktatus speech forms while
male used non standard low status speech formsarkivg class speech.
Pappalia and Olds also say that from adolescemoeghout adulthood, female
outperformed male in reading, speaking, spellind grammar. They started to
talk earlier and did better on vocabulaty.

According to national assessment for educatiorayness (2001) girls did
better in reading test and boys had slightly higbssres than girls in science
test! Based on this statement, it is real that thera sex difference such as
women are more superior in verbal abilities thammmt men in mechanical
ability are superior and boys are not less sobah @irls.

Related to the explanation above the writer isregieed to know the
differences between male and female in their spgadbility. As the assumptions
believe that language learning is a feminine dom#@ased on that background,
the writer will focus on the ability of male andniale speaking skill. The writer
also will make a comparative study between them,dbing a test on their
speaking ability including accent, grammar, vocabyl fluency and
comprehension. And also use their score of spedkstgo analyze it and identify
the students’ ability of English speaking. So, wréer decided to write a thesis
entitled: “Male and Female Students’ Speaking ApiflA Comparative Study at
the Third Semester of English Department of IAIN IM&ngo in 2009/2010

academic year).”
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Definition of Key Terms
In order to avoid misunderstanding and misintegiret in reading this
research, the definitions of the key terms are nilesd as follows:
1. Male and female

Male is defined as sex of organism, which produsesll mobile
gametes, called spermatozoa and female was sengafism or a part of an
organism which produces mobile ova (egg cell) atiogrto biology sidé.

Based on some dictionaries male define as a pdrsarnng an X and
Y chromosome pair in the cell nuclei and normaléving a penis, scrotum,
and testicles, and developing hair on the facedateacence a boy or man.
Male, masculine, virile are adjectives that désemen and boys or attributes
and conduct culturally ascribed to them. Male, Wwh& applied to plants and
animals as well as to human beings, is a biologicghysiological descriptor,
classifying individuals on the basis of their pdighor actual ability to
inseminate in bisexual reproduction. Generally meds defined as belonging
to the sex that does not give birth and female nefesred to the sex produces
young’ Sex was defined operationally across species @yyihe of gametes
produced and different between male and female.

Female is a person bearing two X chromosomes irc¢henuclei and
normally having a vagina, a uterus and ovaries, dgawkloping at puberty a
relatively rounded body and enlarged breasts, ataining a beardless face; a
girl or woman. Female, feminine, effeminate areeatlyes that describe
women and girls or attributes and conduct cultyrabkcribed to them.
Female, which is applied to plants and animals @l @& to human beings, is
a biological or physiological descriptor, classiiyiindividuals on the basis of

their potential or actual ability to produce offisygy in bisexual reproduction.
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It contrasts with male in all uses: her oldest flemalative; the female parts
of the flower.

Feminine refers essentially to qualities or bebtws/ideemed by a
culture or society to be especially appropriateotadeally associated with
women and girls. In American and Western Europeaiure, these have
traditionally included features such as delicasnttgness, gracefulness, and
patience: to dance with feminine grace; a femingeasitivity to moods.
Feminine is also, less frequently, used to refephygsical features: a lovely
feminine figure; small, feminine hands. Effeminase most often applied
derogatorily to men or boys, suggesting that thayehcharacter or behavior
traits culturally believed to be appropriate to vesmand girls rather than to
men an effeminate horror of rough play; an effer@rspeaking stylé.

. Speaking ability

Speaking ability is the ability to communicate dralt is not only to
apply the grammatically correct sentences, but @idammow when and where
to use these sentences and to whom. The abilipmimunication is related
to the rules of language use and rule of grammar.

Spoken language is an oral phenomenon in comntiwveca
competence. Communicative competence depends omegetiation or
meaning between two or more persons who share domwledge of
language. In this sense communicative competennebeasaid to be an
interpersonal rather than an intra personal téatthe writer mentioned in the
previously, in foreign target language teaching #bility to speak is the
primary goal of learning a language. The learneustrdo simultaneously the
point below to reach the aim; to decide what theytwto say, to choose the
pattern they are going to use, to select appra@mairds, to use the correct

accent, and to say it appropriate situation.
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3. Comparative study
Comparative means compare two different things oorem
Comparative study in this thesis is study of aeysttic comparison of two
sexes on their speaking ability. They are betweaierand female students
speaking ability. Here writer compares male andemstudents on five
components of speaking ability. They are pronumat vocabulary,

grammar, fluency, and comprehension.

C. Limitation of The Problem
In order to makes the scope of the research nowitie, researcher
necessary give limitation to the study. To limietscope of the research in
analyzing the problem, the findings of the reseatubuld be limited.
This study is limited to the ability of male andrfale student on speaking
ability only. So, the writer compares their abildy speaking between male and

female’s speaking.

D. For mulation of the Problem
It is impossible to start the research without @agic knowledge about
research material, or in black mind. Usually, resieer starts his research from a
phenomenon that is look so interesting investigétestudy. Related to what
researcher tries to investigate.
The problem of this study is formulated asoiot
To what extent is the speaking ability of maledstus different from that of

female students?



E. Objective of the Study
In line with the research question, this study napose as follow:
To find out extent to which the speaking abilityroéle students is different from

that of female students.

F. Pedagogical Implication

1. To give contribution in educational world, espdgiah teaching learning
process of English Department in her institution.

2. To give contribution to the teacher and curriculdesigners to select the most
appropriate teaching strategy of speaking and ndetiha@ertain categories of
students in teaching English as a foreign language.

3. To give contribution and information dealing withet research findings,
particularly to English teachers, so that bettarieng outcomes can possibly

be achieved.



