CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

English as an international language plays important roles in our life
and it is a determinant key to success in learning of all subjects. English gives
students ability to compete in global society. Therefore, the language is taught
from kindergarten to university.

In the 2004 curriculum (competency based curriculum) at senior high
school, Depdiknas states that the purpose of English subject is “to develop
English communication skill in oral and written terms (listening, speaking,
reading, and writing)”.! The statement can be interpreted that language or
English as a primary subject is taught for some purposes. The purposes are
communicative competences such as discourse competence, sociocultural
competence, linguistic competence and strategic competence. In order to
achieve these competences of English, an appropriate teaching strategy is
needed.

In order to get perfect competence in using language, the four skills
must be mastered. If one of them is ignored, it will influence other skills,
because all of those skills are related to each other. As a result, the language
learning process can not be reached completely. English is used in spoken and
written. Communication is comprehension, and expression of information,
mind, and feeling. Communicative competence should not be thought of as
only an oral phenomenon. It applies to both written and spoken language®.
They are applied in language competences including listening, speaking,
reading and writing.

The primary function of language is as a communication tool.

Moreover, communication can be divided into two; verbal communication and
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written communication. Both of them are important, but they are different. It
may be stated that only educated people can communicate in written language,
because it is very complex, not only in grammar but also in other aspects such
as vocabulary, content, organization and mechanic which influence written
language. Grammar is necessary in writing, where, in speaking, it is not so
necessary, as long as the speaker and listener understand each other. In
addition, writing is one of the difficulties which are faced by students.

Writing skill is one of important competences that must be mastered
by students because we know that language is not only in spoken form, but
also in written form. This skill is not merely focus on words, phrase, sentence
pattern and grammar, but also focus on the idea of each paragraph. In order to
reach writing ability, many experts of education try to reveal the problems of
learning. To overcome the problems, they try to carry out different attempts to
improve learning process. The curriculum, approach, method, technique of
teaching and quality of teachers are always revised and improved in order to
meet the goal of the teaching learning process.®

Many efforts have been made by Baitussalam Islamic Boarding
School to improve student’s competence. This institution creates English
Language Movement Programs. English Language Movement Programs are
programs that are made to help the students in learning English.

Writing skill can not emerge by dint of practice alone. An attitude that
persist in some institution and among some educators is that one must learn to
write before one can write. In this view, the most logical and practical way to
turn nonwriters into writers is to teach them to write.* There are five aspects in
writing asssesment: vocabulary, content, grammar, form, and mechanic’.

Because of that, English Language Movement Program have been made some
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efforts to improve students’ writing skill, they are vocabulary enrichment,
language repairs, and english composition.

Based on this view, the writer is interested in understanding English
Language Movement Programs conducted in Baitussalam Islamic Boarding
School which possibly influence students’ writing skill. At this time, the focus
of the study is the influence of students’ activeness in English Language
Movement Program to improve their writing skill. The writer predicts that the
students will get high competence in writing if the students’ be active in

English Language Movement Program.

. Reasons for Choosing the Topic

The writer chooses the topic because of the following reason:

1. Writing is one of four skills that must be mastered, but many students do
not have enough capability in this skill.

2. Not all institutions have English Language Movement Programs which are
aimed at improving student’s English competence.

3. The writer chooses MA Baitussalam Mijen, because the writer assumes that
the students there have enough ability in English knowledge. All students
have to follow the English Language Movement Programs. One of the
activeness that which is assessed every 3 month is vocabulary enrichment
and writing composition test. Its aim is to measure student’s proficiency in
vocabulary, grammar and writing.

Based on to the title of this, the writer raises the following question:

“Does students’ activeness in English Language Movement Programs give

positive influence on their writing skills?

From this research the writer wants to find out the influence of English

Language Movement Programs in their competence especially in writing skill.



C. Research Questions

Based on the background of the study above the writer states the following

questions:

1.

2.

3.

What English language programs are conducted at Language Movement of

Baitussalam Islamic Senior High School?

How is the degree of students’ activeness in English language movement
programs?
To what extent does students’ activeness in English Language Movement

Programs influence their writing skill?

D. Objectives of the Study
The aims of this research are:

1.

To describe the English language programs conducted at Language
Movement of Baitussalam Islamic Senior High School?

To describe the degree of students’ activeness in English Language
Movement Programs?

To find out the extent to which students’ activeness in English Language

Movement Programs influence their writing skill?

E. Limitation of the Study

In conducting this research, the writer has limited the problem as follows:

1.

The English Language Movement Programs conducted in Baitussalam

Islamic boarding school.

. The students’ activeness in English Language Movement Programs at

Baitussalam Islamic boarding school.

. The influence of students’ activeness on English Language Movement

Programs to their writing skill.

. The writing test will be seen from grammar and vocabulary aspects.



F. Significance of The Study

1. For the students
It will make the students motivated to join English language movement
programs

2. For the teacher
The study could provide information to the teacher about the students’
activeness in English language movement programs.

3. For the reader
The result of the study would be worth consideration when people try to
improve their English learning and it would become reference for

researchers of similar study

G. Definition of Key Terms

1. Influence

Influence is “to affect the way that someone thinks or behaves or to affect

the way that something happens”.®

2. Activeness

Activeness is” constantly engaged in action”’

3. Language Movement Programs
Before giving definition to Language Movement Program, the writer will
break part of those words into two. Language is “the body words and

systems for their use common to a people who are of the same community

or nation”.® Movement is “a more or less organized effort by many people

»9

to achieve some goals™. Programs are “activities that are planed

systematically”.’® Based on the definition of each word, the writer
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concludes that language movement program is activity of language that is
planned systematically to get some goals.

4. Writing skill
Writing is “production of the writer word that results in a text but the text
must be read and comprehended in order for communication to take
place”.™ Skill is “ability”.** So writing skill are specific abilities which
help writers put their thoughts into words in a meaningful form and to

mentally interact with the message.
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