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Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and those who have been granted

knowledge.
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1. By time.
2. Manisin loss,

3. Except those who believe and do good works and exhort one another to truth and to
H 1
patience.

'Mahmud Y Yazid, The Quran, An English Translation of the Meaning of the Quran (Beirut, Der Al
Choura, 1980)1St Ed, p. 460.
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ABSTRACT

Ahmad Syifaus Syarif, 63411084. The Use of Sketch As a Learning Aid to Improve
Students’ Writing Skill in Descriptive Text (A Classroom Action Research at the 8" Grade of
SMP H. ISRIATI Semarang in the Academic Year of 2010/2011). Thesis. Bachelor Program
of English Language Education of State Institute for Islamic Studies Walisongo (IAIN
Walisongo), 2010.

Keywords: Sketch, learning aid, Students’ writing Skill, Descriptive Text, Action Research.

Writing skill has always formed part of the syllabus in the teaching of English. One
of the basic problems in teaching foreign language is to prepare students to be able to use the
target language. However, some language learners are usually afraid to write the target
language. Writing activity especially writing in foreign language is difficult and needs extra
skill for some students and sometimes they feel bored. Most of their reason is the method of
the English teaching process is not interesting and the less of chance for taking exercises to
make paragraph writing or even an essay or text. To solve this problem, the teacher should
have creative activity and alternative ways. Teacher should motivate and encourage students
with interesting activities, for example teachers can improve students’ writing skill by using
sketch because of sketch the students are able to get many ideas or opinion and apply it in
written form especially in descriptive text. The students also can see and find more
vocabularies or phrases and they can imagine other vocabulary or phrases that will be used
in their activities especially in making descriptive text. So that, by using sketch as a learning
aid the students can improve their descriptive writing skill.

The objective of the study is to describe the improvement of students” writing skill
after being taught by using sketch. In order to achieve the objective of the study, the
researcher conducted an action research as the methodology of this research. This study was
conducted of the VIII B grade students of SMP H. Isriati in the academic year of 2010/2011
because their achievement in their writing is still low than other classes. The number of the
students was 39 students. There were three meetings during the research. They are
preliminary research, cycle test | and cycle test 1l and those are given after the treatment.

The result of the test showed that the students’ score in the preliminary test was 54,
60, the students’ score in the cycle | test was 64, 05, and the students’ score in the cycle Il
test was 71, 07.

The achievement of the test showed that the treatment was successful an effective
because the result of the cycle Il test was higher than the cycle | test. In line with this result,
the researcher concluded that the research improved students’ descriptive writing skill.
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