CHAPTER 111
METHODS OF INVESTIGATION

A. Setting of the Study
The researcher conducted the classroom actionroéisead MTs N2
Kudus on seventh graders the academic year 200®/201s located on
JI.Mejobo No. 1327 A Kudus. The researcher chotiisssetting because it
geographical location was not far from the researt¢h reach. The students
come from different intelligence, social backgroumed characteristic of
student’s setting and subject of the research.

B. Participants
In a classroom action research, there are popnotatibat will be

investigated. Population simply means the group yoa are interested in
investigation® In this study, the population that is used by risearcher is
the students at MTs N 2 Kudus. Sometimes it ispossible to investigate
the whole population directly, so you have to takeample. Sample is a part
of population that can represent all the populatinserved. There are 9
classes in seventh graders, they are class VIItA class VII I. Each class
consists of 40 students. The researcher uses ¥¢lhdd as sample in her
research. So participant in this study are studemtslass VII H at MTs N 2
Kudus in the academic year 2009/2010.

Michael J Wallace,Action Research for Language Teache(®)SA: Cambridge
University Press, 1998), P. 26.
?lbid, p.109.



Tabel 1.
Students’ Name on Class VII H at MTs N 2 Kudushie fcademic Year

2009/2016
No Nama Sex
1 | Abdul Hasan Male
2 | Ah. Abdul Latif Male
3 | Andika Muliandi Male
4 | Anis Marsela Female
5 | Aris Hariyanto Male
6 | Aziz Maulana Male
7 | Budi Utomo Male
8 | Daril Muhammad Anwar Male
9 | Delvi Andrean Male
10 | Diah Nur Fitriyani Female
11 | Dyna Lukita Sari Female
12 | Eke Rinawati Female
13 | Ilham Setyagama Male
14 | Indah Wahyu Lestari Female
15 | Isma Farichah Female
16 | Khusnul Khotimah Female
17 | M. Ainur Ridho Male
18 | M. Fakhris khusaini Male
19 | M. Imam muzaki Male
20 | Masudi Male
21 | Maulana Saiful Nawas Male
22 | Mulyadi Male
23 | Naura Nathifa Female
24 | Noor Rohma Ningsih Female
25 | Noor Rohmah Female
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26 | Norma Wulandari Female
27 | Nunung Afriyani Female
28 | Riki Robiyanto Male
29 | Rois Setiawan Male
30 | Rosiana Female
31 | Siti Kusbandriah Female
32 | Subiyantoro Widodo Male
33 | Syarifah Nur Candra R Female
34 | Tiara Dewi Female
35 | Vivi Rokhiyati Female
36 | Wulandari Susanti Female
37 | Yulia Evita Sari Female
38 | Yuliani Female
39 | Zulfa Firdaus Female
40 | Muhammad Rif'an Male

C. Focusof Study

Based on the object in this study, this researhfisld research. It is
a research that directly conducted in the fieldtmrrespondents.In this
research, the researcher focuses on teaching Enghsten spelling using
spelling games to improve students’ mastery in Bhglritten spelling for
seventh graders at MTs N 2 Kudus in the academar £009/2010. The
topics are the things around them such as anirimalts, profession and parts
of the body. English subject taught every thrusly tam 08.00 am until
09.20 am and Saturday from 08.00 am until 09.20 am.

“M. Igbal Hasan,Pokok-Pokok Materi Metode Penelitian dan Aplikaainfdakarta:
Ghalia Indonesia, 2002), p.11.



D. Methods of Research
1. Design of Research

The design of research used by the researcheassrobm action
research. Suroso stated that it is a process ® gitrust to develop the
strength of reflective thinking, discussion, demmsmaking, and to solve the
problem that faced in the researchccording to Harmer, action research is
the name given to a series of procedures teaclmrsergage in, either
because they wish to improve aspects of their tegclor because they
wish to evaluate the success and or appropriacsedfin activities and
procedure$. Arikunto states that action research is one of thee
investigation that has characteristic reflectivetipgative, collaborative,
and spiral that have purpose to repair and to aseréhe system, method,
process, substance, competence, and situatiddiriaatmadja said
Classroom action research is method how a groupawher can organize
their teaching learning condition and learn fromitlown experience. They
can try an idea as reparation in their teachingnlag process, and look the
real effect of those effort& Celce said that classroom research is all or part
whose data are derived from the observation or womeasent of the
classroom performance of teacher and student. Sambut language
learning in formal instructional setting for whigtudent had filled out a
questionnaire about their participation in langubagson, while interesting
and potentially useful, would not fit.

From all the definition above, the researcher aahetl that
classroom action research is a classroom actianr@search, which can be

done by teacher, researcher, and teacher withrtisrocolleague, etc with

®M. Saekan Muchith, Kisbiyanto, MohtaronGlassroom Action Researcl{Kudus:
LPPG, 2009), p.9

®Jeremy HarmerThe Practice Of English Language Teachiff§ngland: Longman,
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involves a group of students to improve teachingd l@arning process or to
enhance the understanding of the students to fiserte This research uses
data observation toward teaching English writtesllsg using spelling
games, this data was analyzed through some cycksdion.
2. Characteristics of a Classroom Action Rede

Kemmis and Mc. Taggart in Nunan’s book argue thatd are three
defining characteristic of action research, they ar
a. lItis carried out by practitioners (for our purpsselassroom teachers)

rather than outside researchers,
b. Itis collaborative, and
c. lItis aimed at changing thing$.
3. Aim of an Action Research

According to Harmer in his booKThe Practice of English
Language Teaching'there are many possible reasons for conducting a
classroom action research as follow: we want towkmoore about our
learners and what they find motivating and chalieggWe want to learn
more about ourselves as teachers how effectivereyenaw we look to our
students, how we would look to ourselves if we walserving our own
teaching. We want to gauge the interest generayedebtain topics, or
judge the effectiveness of certain activity typ¥ge want to see if an
activity would work better done in groups rathearthpairs, or investigate
whether reading is more effective with or withoutreqeaching
vocabulary*! In other words, it can be said that by doing aipaaesearch,
teachers develop their skills in giving the matetathe students. They
have challenge to solve the problem that they aared in the class. They
have inner motivation to do this research becahsy taware of their
advantages, their class situation need a spira@ntents and a direct action.
Therefore, this situation creates a good enviroriraermong teachers to do

the best thing for the students.

“David Nunan, Research Method In Language Learningambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1993), p.17.
“jeremy Harmer, Op.Cit, P. 345.



Action research is regularly done to improve areday process.
With this research, the teacher will know his or iveakness in teaching
their students. They will know the effective methanl teaching children.

4. Model of Classroom Action Research

There are four components in one cycle for condgctilassroom
action research. It consists of planning, actidsseovation, and reflection.
The four phases of the classroom action cycle werelucted integrated
like spiral. Each phase was concluded based omréngous one and the
next. It means that the activities in the classroaction research were
based on planning, action, and observation, thenrgsearcher could make
a reflection to determine the next cycle. In thisdy, the researcher uses

spelling games to improve students’ English spgllespecially in written

Planning Observing

% Reflecting <:J

Figure 1 Action Research Cycle

Before the researcher does the cycles in actioa,vah do initial

spelling.

observation at first. Research design can be dathesame steps as follows:
1. Initial Observation
In initial observation, the researcher intendefirtd out:
a. Collect data such as documentation includes the beunof the
students, the student’s name list, and pre test.
b. The researcher interviews an English teacher mitged teaching
learning process in English subject.
c. ldentify the problem.
Based on the interview an English teacher, theareber can
identify the problem of teaching learning procesMas N 2 Kudus. The



2.

problem of this research was the student’s low vatitbn in learning
activity; it was caused because student’s actiitying teaching learning
process and student’s understanding in Englishestiojas low especially

in English spelling.

Action planning

In this research, the researcher plans to conduwettcycles of
classroom action research. There are four stepsegsan each cycle for
doing classroom action research:
a. Planning

Planning an action by focusing on who, what, wivemegre and
how the action will be done.

The planning is arranging the learning instrumert prepares
the material. It will be done with the studentsseventh grade MTs
Negeri 2 Kudus. This planning is to get the intBngs of spelling
games to improve students’ mastery in English emigpelling.

b. Action

The planning strategy will be applied in teachimgrhing

process. That is using spelling games in teachingligh written

spelling.

c. Observation

In this phase, the researcher observes and takes daring
teaching learning process.

The researcher observed the situation and the tresul
student’s action. It means that the researcherrebsehe student’s
activity, when they feel bored the researcher wliange the strategy

to get them interested in this study.

d. Reflection

Reflection means to analyze the result based orddie that
have been collected to determine the next actiadhennext cycle. In

this phase, the researcher could observe whetaexding had caused



any progress. What progress happened, and alsd #imyositives
and negative¥ Result from observation then being reflected toget
by teacher and researcher, this includes analysig, evaluation
toward observation result.

The researcher analyzes the weakness happenegiriac¢tion,
it is used consideration to decide further stesraakes the other way
to get this study more interesting.

A cyclical process involving stages of action reskais

followed by action. It can be illustrated as thédwing:*®

The problem of Planning 1 Action 1
student
/ Reflection 1 Observation 1
The problem of Planning 2 Action 2
student
A 4
The problem of Reflection 2 Observation 2
student '
Planning 3 Action 3 Observation 3 | _ | Reflection 3
A 4
The problem
solved

Figure 2 Cyclical process

12 syharsimi Arikunto, Suhardjono, and Supa@}, Cit p. 75-80
3 bid., p. 16



E. Sourceof the Data

The source of the data in this research is fromtwieresearcher gets
during the research. In a qualitative researchrcgoaf primary data are the
actions and the words, and additional data like whi¢ten data, document,
picture, or statistical dafA.

The source of data in this research are from tlael neaster who gives
further information about school and school cuildaoy, the teacher who gives
some further instructional information, teaching temmls, learning
assessments, and teaching methods applied in begeaders of MTs N 2
Kudus and from school documents (the data of teaahé students, lesson

schedule, students’ exercise book, and so on).

F. Techniqueof Data Collection

As other research, classroom action research alsdsno collect data
to support the investigation. It is a fundamentatg to be well throughout by
a researcher before to conduct a research.

The several ways to collect data like questionnaibservation, field
notes, interview, documentation, and test. In ti@search, the researcher
gathered the data to support above. The reseatbbeses some of which are
appropriate to her school environment, and candme dhere, in gaining the
data, the researcher attempts to employ the faligunethods:

a. Observation
Observation is an activity of giving total concéorresearch object
by sensé? In conducting observation, the researcher usedtkervation
scheme to make it more systematic containing fisictvity or happening
which might happen. Observation is intended tossekto know about the

condition of class and the students, and obstaajgsear during the

14 Lexy J Moleong,Metode Penelitian Kualitatif(Bandung: PT Remaja Rosdakarya,
2005), p.216.
!5 Suharsimi Arikunto, OEit.VI ed., p. 229



teaching learning process, to see their difficaltidneir problem and their
understanding about the material given.

The writer will observe the event in class durihg tesson or the
treatment using check list to get the data. It w&ke from opening until
the end of teaching learning process.

b. Documentation

It refers to achival data that helps the resardbecollect the
needed data. Documentation method is to get trexatesr data linked to
research object that will be elaborated in thissaesh. This method is
used to collect data dealing with geographical tioca profile,
documentation of teaching and learning processgligh subject.

c. Test

Test is a set of question used measure the achentemmr
capability of individual or group® Test is important part of every teaching
and learning experience. Both testing and teachang so closely
interrelated that it is virtually impossible to woin either field without
being constantly concerned with the other. Testy i@ constructed
primarily as devices to reinforce learning and totiwate the students’
performance in the languade.Test is an instrument or procedure
designed to elicit performance from learners witie tpurpose of
measuring their attainment of specified critéfia.

There are four main reasons for testing which givessing to four
categories of test:

a. Placement tests: placing new students in the gGlgss in a school is
facilitated with the use of placement tests. Usulaiised on syllabuses
and materials the students will follow and use ahe# level has been

decided on.

1% bid., p. 223

173, B. HeatonWriting English LanguageTests (London: Longman Group Limited,
1975), P. 1.

8 Douglas Brown,Teaching by Principles ( An Interactive Approach ltanguage
Pedagogy)(San Francisco: Longman Inc, 2001¥ €d, P. 401.



b. Diagnostic tests: while placement tests are dedigmshow how good
a student’s English is in relation to a previouslyreed system of
levels, diagnostic tests can be used to exposadesrdifficulties,
gaps in their knowledge, and skill deficienciesidgia course.

c. Progress or achievement tests: these tests argnddsio measure
learners’ language and skill progress in relatiorthe syllabus they
have been following.

d. Proficiency tests: proficiency tests give a genpretlure of a student’s
knowledge and ability (rather than measure progre$bey are
frequently used as stages people have to readheyf want to be
admitted to a foreign university, get a job, orabtsome kind of
certificate!®

In this research, the writer uses an achievementdemeasure the
students’ progress in improve English spelling. Tasearcher uses the
essay, anagram and the word searches. From thoss, fthe researcher
can get score directly the specific learning. Tleeriag can be done
quickly and easily.

Test is done to know student’s achievement sottietesearcher
knows the student’s improvement and student’'s maséarning can be

achieved by the students.

G. Instrument of the Study
Research instrument is a device used by reseavdhié collecting
data to make her work becomes easier and to getr wesult, complete, and

systematic in order to make the data easy to beepsed®

1 Jeremy HarmerThe Practice of English Language Teachir{§ngland: Pearson
Education Ltd, 2001), P. 321.

% Suharsimi Arikunto,Prosedur Penelitian, Suatau Pendekatan Prak{dkkarta: PT.
Rineka Cipta, 2003), p. 136.



An instrument could be in form of questionnaire setvation list,
interview, test, etc. In this study, the researchises spelling games,
observation, document, and test.

1. Observation Check List

In arranging check list observation, the researchsts some
students’ observable behavior that indicates thmiderstanding on the
spelling word taught that teacher can see fronr thetivities and response
during teaching learning process. The instrumeatteched.

2. Document

Document is every written data or filth.The researcher used this
method to obtain documents which are related with tesearch. They are
school file like the data of teacher and studeletsson schedule, students’
worksheet, students’ textbook, and so on.

3. Tests

In this research, the researcher uses an achievaestrio measure
the student’s progress in English written spelliRglated to the achievement
test, there were many types of achievement tesh as essay test, anagram
and the word searches. With those forms, the relsearcan get score
directly the specific skill and learning. The sogrican be done quickly and
easily.

This research consists of four assessments tesy. dile preliminary,
and three formative tests. The reason to give assay test to the students
was to measure the student progress in every colleg the classroom
action research. The researcher gives pre-tesietstudent after the teacher
taught English spelling without spelling gamesstll used conventional
method with 30 questions, it consists of 10 es&agnhagram, 5 multiple
choices and 10 word searches. After that, the relseess begin to conduct
action research cycle by using spelling games. Midybe presented by

three treatments.

L Lexy J MoleongQp. Cit, P. 216.



H. Technique of Data Analysis
Technique of data analysis comes from the intesficet of the data
collection. In analysis the data, the researchés tiee data from document,
observing the teaching learning process, and thdtref the students’ test.
Processing of the data uses descriptive analytsis.tb explain the
condition in raising indicator achievement everyley and to describe the
success of the teaching learning process usindirgpglames in improving
English written spelling.
The data from document and observation are descaledetail as
the researcher gets. Data from observation arepgobdased on students’
behavior and students’ response that can be takendue or indicator for
students’ understanding when the spelling gamebeabp
This study will use statistical analysis to findt dlie improvement
of students’ English spelling.
The steps are:
1) Observation
The observation checklist that used in this stadys follow:

No Indicators Grade

1. | Students show curiosity by asking 2 3 45

guestions.

2. | Students’ participation toward teachers 2 3 4 5

explanation.

3. | Students are active during learning adid2 3 4 5

teaching process.

4. | Students’ seriousness in understanding|the2 3 4 5

material.

5. | Students answer teachers’ questions. 123 4

6. | Students cooperate with their groups. 12814




Notes:

1. None (0%)

2. Afew (<20 %)

3. Half (20-49 %)
4. Many (50-69% )
5. Majority (>70%)

In this research, the researcher also uses meamwl@to know the
average of students’ score and to check studemsiavement in learning
English spelling. The formula is as follow:

2) Test
1) Measuring the students individual ability
In every cycle, after giving a treatment the reskar gives test
to the students’. The result of the test will azalyy using percentage

scoring as following formul&

The Per centages of Correct Answer Grade
90%-100% A: Excellent
70%-89% B: Good
60%-69% C: Fair
50%-59% D: Less
0%-44% E: Poor

_ Zrightanswer

Score - x100%0
Z items

2 Suharsimi ArikuntoDasar-Dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan, Edisi Revisi Ce(Jkarta:
Bumi Aksara, 2006), P.236



2) Measuring the mean
After calculate the percentage of students scbeerésearcher
calculates the mean to measure the improvemenudésts score in
every cycle. The mean is the arithmetical aver&ge is obtained by

adding the sum offset score and dividing the nurobstudents>

- 2f
X =
n
x=the mean

f = the sum off student score
n = the number of the students

From the result of this formula the writer will @nout the
improvement of students’ English spelling.

Procedur e of the Study

This research uses a classroom action researchmétied is to know
how the teacher can organize her teaching anditgpoondition from their
own experience. She can try an idea as reparatidheir teaching learning
process and look the real effect of those effdits.

There are four components in one cycle for doiragsiioom action
research. It consists of planning, acting, observiand reflecting. This
classroom action research is arranged into threkesyThey are preliminary,
and cycle 1, cycle 2, cycle 3. The researcherauillaborate with the English
teachers who teach in class of first year. Theviiets that will be done in
each cycle is as follows:

1. Cycle1l
The teacher uses spelling games to teach spelling.topic was
fruits. The procedure is as follow:
a. Planning

1) Prepare spelling games that appropriated with thenal

2 Sutrisno HadiStatitik (Jilid 1), (Yogyakarta: Andi Offset) 2004, p. 40
4 Rochiati WiriatmadjaOp. Cit p. 13.



2) Prepare the teaching material
3) Make lesson plan (attached)
4) Prepare checklist observation (attached)
5) Prepare students attendance list (attached)
6) Prepare formative test (attached)
It purposes is to guide the researcher and colborin

teaching process.

. Action

English teacher with the researcher begin the tegdearning
process based on lesson plan. In this cycle theg tjie topic about
name of fruits and name of animals. The researciseis spelling
games, the procedures of teaching and learningepsaare as follows:
1) The teacher introduces how to apply spelling games.

2) The teacher spells the alphabet.

3) The teacher spells the words that are representtdd spelling
games

4) The teacher asks the students to repeat the words.

5) The students pronounce the words together for twib three times.

6) Play spelling games as follows:
a. Divide students into six groups
b. Ask students to work in group of five and asks thenarrange

the scrambled word into correct word.

c. Ask one student of group to come to the front grell she word.
d. Ask many students to spell the word.

7) The teacher asked the students about their unddmsta of the
material.

8) The teacher gives quiz and reviews all of material.

9) The teacher gives tests.

. Observation

The observation on the students in first cycle teasheck:

1) The students’ activity in learning English spelling



2) The students’ response during teaching and leapriocess.

3) The students’ achievement in spell the word.

d. Reflection

1)

2)
3)

4)
5)

In the first cycle, the researcher gets the dadanfthe test and
observation.

Evaluate the activities that have been done.

The classroom teacher and the researcher discusmat® a
reflection what should they do to repair the proide

Analyze the data to repair the next cycle.

Make a temporarily conclusion for classroom actresearch in

cycle 1.

2. Cycle2

The second cycle is done based on the result lgfcten from the

first cycle. If the result from observation tellgat the quality is still low, it

is needed another action in order to make improweraethe quality for

the next cycle. The topic was name of transpomatiod profession. The

procedures are as follow:

a. Planning

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7

Identify the problem and make the solution for pneblem,
Prepare the teaching material,

Arrange the lesson plan based on the teaching mmla{@ttached)
Prepare spelling games that appropriate with thiemad
Prepare checklist observation, (attached)

Prepare students' attendance list, (attached) and

Prepare formative test. (attached)

b. Action

The teacher and researcher do the second cyclehwkic

appropriate with lesson plan as follow up from ea#ibn of cycle 1. In

this cycle, the teacher gives the topic about nafrteansportation and

profession. The procedures of teaching learninggs® are as follows:



1) The teacher asks students to mention and spell socebularies
that are discussed at the previous meeting,

2) The teacher spells the words,

3) The teacher asks the students to repeat what ghe sa

4) The students spell the word together for two uhtiée times,

5) Play spelling games as follow:
a. Divide students into four groups
b. Ask students to work in group of four and asks themarrange

the scrambled word into correct word.

c. Ask one student of group to spell the word.
d. Ask many students to spell the word.

6) The teacher gives the quiz for the students ancbwevof all the
material,

7) In the end of the lesson, the teacher gives thesas®ent test.

. Observation

Observation is conducted together with the actiorieaching,
the researcher observed the teaching learning gsaoed compare with
cycle 1. The observation on the students in secgalé was to check:
1) The student’s activity in learning English spelling
2) The student’s response during teaching learninggss

3) The student’s achievement in spelling the word.

. Reflection

1) Evaluate the activity that has been done,

2) Analyze the data from the test and observation,

3) Analyze the activity, whether they still find otnet problem or not?
If still find the problem, what should the reseancldo to repair the
problem,

4) The teacher and the researcher discuss to mak#eatio; what
should they do to repair the problem,

5) Analyze the data to repair the next cycle,

6) Make a while conclusion in second cycle.



3. Cycle 3
The third cycle is done based on the result ofeotitbn from the
second cycle. The topic was parts of the body. prbeedures as follows:
a. Planning
1) Identify the problem and make the solution of thebtem,
2) Prepare the teaching material,
3) Prepare the lesson plan based on the teachingiahatettached)
4) Prepare spelling games that are appropriate witimihterial,
5) Prepare checklist observation, (attached)
6) Prepare students’ attendance list, (attached)
7) Prepare formative test. (attached)
b. Action
The collaborator teacher and the researcher dadhihg cycle
which is appropriate with lesson plan as followfugm evaluation of
cycle 2. In this cycle, the teacher gives somethaingund us. The
procedure of teaching learning process as follows:
1) The teacher asks the students to mention and spmihe
vocabularies that are discussed at the previousimgee
2) The teacher spells the word,
3) The teacher asks the students to repeat what ghe sa
4) The students spell the word together for two uhtiée times,
5) Play spelling games as follows:
a. Divide students in pairs.
b. Ask students to work in group of two and asks thenmarrange
the scrambled word into correct word.
c. Ask one student of group to spell the word.
d. Ask many students to spell the word.
e. Ask all of students to spell the word together.
6) The teacher gives the quiz for the students angwevof all the

material,



7) At the end of the lesson, the teacher gives thaesits’ assessment
tests.
c. Observation
Observation is conducted together with the actiorteaching.
The researcher observes the teaching learning @& compares with
cycle 2. The observation on the students in thyadecis to know:
1) The students’ activity in learning English spelling
2) The students’ response during teaching learninggss
3) The students’ achievement in spelling the word.
d. Reflection
1) Evaluate the activity that has been done,
2) Analyze the data from the test and observation,
3) Analyze the activity, they still find out the preioh or not?
4) The collaborator teacher and the researcher disdusdout to

continue the next cycle or enough.



