CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of The Study

Language as a means of communication is an imgaetament of education and
culture. People use language to express their ,idkasghts feeling and mind. It is no
matter to communicate in a group of people whick tlee some language as they
understand the language. The problems come up atme different groups of people
speak different languages. Considering the impodgaaf understanding the others,
people try to learn it. The target language is Ugua widely spread language or an
international language. English is an internatidaafguage used to absorb and develop
science, technology, art, and culture.

In developing countries, students of the foreigmgleage are needed, because the
students may be in touch with foreigners by masteEnglish well, they will be able to
communicate with other people form other countri8&&me people are better at
communicating than others, but every normal humeaimg learners to communicate
through language (as well as with the ancillaryalipg systems.

According to Jenny Hammond, et. al, language igtfanal, that is, language is
the way it is because of the meaning it makes. fi®®ry suggests that resources
available within the system of discourse, gramnmat \ocabulary are utilized in specific
ways to make specific meanings.

In Indonesia, English is taught as a foreign lagguaBut the last few years
English has been accepted in Indonesia in line Wighgovernment’s plan on the nine-
year compulsory study, English at the elementanpasklevel is taught as a local content
to serve the need of the local community. The guvent always makes efforts to
improve the quality of English teaching. By impnogithe teacher’s quality and other

components involved in educational process, thdigntgaching in Indonesia improved
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time to time. There are many kinds of local contenight in different elementary,
schools such as dancing, handicraft, gardeningymablanguage, English, etc.

The selection of the technique is based on the sneédhe particular class or
group of learners. The objective of the teachind Barning process of English as a
national curriculum should be reached. Curriculsnail those activities in which
children engage under the auspices of the schdwot ificludes not only what pupils
learn, but how the learn it, how teachers help theam, using what supporting materials,
styles and methods of assessment and in what kifatitities >

In trying to master a foreign language, a learn®s to consider the language
elements or components such as: structure, proatimti spelling, and vocabulary.
Vocabulary is very important to master first andb® used in any basic patterns in
extended farms. Vocabulary is a essential meaosriducting our communication. It is a
knowledge that must be learned and acquired byestsdo enable them to communicate
in English. So it is the basic component whichgh&lents must be familiar with.

According to the new curriculum KTSP (Kurikulum gkat Satuan Pendidikan).
The objective of English as subject in elementaryosl is to make the students have
ability of:

a. Improving communicate competence in language aceogipg action in school
context.

b. Having awareness of the importance of English tprowe nation’s competitiveness
in global society.

Young learners are often more enthusiastic andylige learner. They want to
please the teacher rather than their peer groupaldo interest more quickly and are less
able to keep themselves motivated on task they dificult. And mastery of the
vocabulary still little, especially in descriptivadjectives. Besides that they are use
mother tongue to communication to themselves.

For that reason, good teachers for this level neguovide new ways of teaching

which encourage their students to get informatromfa variety of sources. They need to
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plan a range of activities for a given time perad be flexible enough to move on the
next exercise when they see the students gettireglbBecause children love discovering
things and they respond well to being asked to the& imagination. They may be

involved in puzzle like activities, in making thisigh drawing thing, in games, in physical
movements, in songs, or reading stories.

The students cannot just sit quietly and pay falergion during the lesson
without doing anything. The situation makes thech@&ag learning process boring and
monotonous. They are not motivated to study theoles

The writer interested applying pictures as learmmegia in teaching adjective to
improve understanding in vocabulary, especiallg@scriptive adjective.

Based on those explanations, the writer would tikdry to improve student’s
understanding on descriptive adjective throughupes; students will be more interested
in the process of teaching learning and more aatiVearning.

In this study, the writer will focus on descriptie€jectives to 8 graders of Ml
Walisongo Semarang through pictures. The writeleBppy using pictures as the media it

can develop cognitive thinking and fluency in vaalaly in descriptive adjectives.

. Reasons For Choosing The Topic

In this final project, the writer chooses the topl¢iE USE OF PICTURES AS
MEDIA TO IMPROVE STUDENTS UNDERSTANDINGS ON DESCRIWVE
ADJECTIVES?” for the following reason:
1. English is taught as a local content course ofysaud! introduced as the first foreign

language at elementary school.

2. The student’s mastery of vocabulary especiallyasciptive adjectives is still poor.
3. Picture as a media should be an alternative wayfaruthese problems because it

makes the teaching learning process easier. Tihigsyorth researching



C. Questionsof Study
In this study, the writer limits the problems as tbllowing:

1. How is the implementation of pictures in improvistudents’ understanding on
descriptive adjectives to the fifth grades of MI M¥@ngo Semarang in the Academic
Year of 2009/20107?

2. How effective is the use of pictures in improvintudents’ understanding on
descriptive adjectives to the fifth grade of MI \ldahgo Semarang in the Academic
Year of 2009/20107?

D. Objective of the Study
Based on the problem mentioned above, the objectif/éhis study are:

1. To know how the implementation of pictures in impng students’ understanding
on descriptive adjectives to the fifth grades of M#alisongo Semarang in the
Academic Year of 2009/2010

2. To find out whether are effective the use of pieturto improve students’
understanding on descriptive adjectives to thé fiftade of MI Walisongo Semarang
in the Academic Year of 2009/2010.

E. Significance of the Study
The researcher hopes that this research will bielluee:

a. For Teachers

1) It will give the teachers better insight into aigéte the problems which the
students faced in the school to know vocabulanpeeslly in descriptive
adjective.

2) By studying the profile student’'s mastery in dgstive adjective using picture,
the teacher should know the general descriptiopiattires. Hopefully, in will be
beneficial to the students.

3) English teacher, may apply the result of this stadyfeed back on their teaching
activities, improve the methods on techniques athég so that the student are
more motivated in learning vocabulary.

b. For Young Students

To give another way of learning English for youagrhers through pictures.



F. Description of the Key Term
To clarify the meaning of the title, the writer vigno explain the terms as follow:

1. Young Learners
Young learners are children from the first yeafarfnal schooling (five or six years
old) to eleven or twelve years of age.

2. Pictures
Picture is description that gives you an idea iarymind of what something is like,
give somebody the information they need to be tiblenderstand a situatién.

3. Vocabulary
Vocabulary is all the words used by particular parslass profession, or sometimes
a lot of words and sometimes phrases usually aecng alphabetical order and
defined a dictionary, glossary or lexicon. Nevelghs, it is possible to have a good
knowledge of how the system of a language works get not be able to
communicate in if.

4. Adjectives
Adjectives are word that describes a nBukdjectives tell about the qualities and
features of people, things, or concepts (smallydyralegant, intelligent) and can be
viewed as an added intensifier or “decoration’he basic sentences elements adding

variety and descriptive value.

G. Scope of the Study
The writer limits this study to identifying teackirdescriptive adjective through
picture about shapes and colours at the preparatitivity, main activity, and evaluation
activity. The writer use action research as metoagket information about techniques and
strategies to improve students on understandingrigéise adjective. This study will be

done at the fifth grade students of Ml Walisongm&eang.
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