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MOTTO 

 

وِكِاوَتْ المُحَاسِبِةُ هِمَتَهُإنّ العَبْدَ لَا يَزَالُ بِخَيْرٍ مَا كَانَ لَهَ وَاعِظُ مِهْ وَفْسِهِ،  . 

“Sesungguhnya seorang hamba akan selalu dalam keadaan baik selama dia 
mempunyai penasehat dari dirinya sendiri, dan selalu bermuhasabah diri.“ 

(Imam Hasan al-Bashri) 

  

Bener luput ala beak lawan begja 

Cilaka apan saking 

Ing badan priyangga 

Dudu saka wong liya 

Pramila den ngatί-ati 

 

“Truth or falsehood, goodness or evil, happiness 

Or misfortune, the cause is found 

In each one of us 

And not in another 

So must we be watchful” 

(pupuh VΠ, durma 3) 
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DEDICATION 

 

The thesis is dedicated to I, You, and Everyone who wants to know his 

or her own self. 
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TRANSLITERATION 

 

 VOWEL LETTERS  

a> a long spelling 

i< i long spelling 

u> u long spelling  

 

ARABIC LETTER WRITTEN NAME 

 No symbol Alif ا

 b ba ب

 t ta ت

 s\ s\a ث

 j jim ج

 h{ h}a ح

 kh kha خ

 d dal د

 z\ z\al ذ

 r ra ر

 z zai ز

 s sin س

 sy syin ش

 s} s}ad ص

 d{ d{ad ض

 t} t{a ط

 z{ z}a ظ

 ain„ „ ع

 g gain غ

 f fa ف

 q qaf ق

 k kaf ك

 l lam ل

 m mim م

 n nun ن

 w wau و

 h ha هـ

 y ya ي



ix 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

 بســــــــم الله الرحــــــــــمه الرحــــــــيم

 

Praises and thanks to Allāh, Who had guided me to finish this thesis. May 

Sholawāt and salām to Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allāh be 

upon him) messenger of Allāh, with all respect. I gave title on this thesis: 

“Kawruh Jiwa and Postmodern Society (Study on Wejanganipun Ki Ageng 

Suryomentaram)”, for submitted to the Faculty of Ushūluddin in partial 

fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Islamic Theology in Akidah 

and Akhlak consentration of Theology and Philosophy Department. 

I would like to extend my deep appreciation to all those who have 

assisted me during my graduate studies at State Islamic University (UIN) 

Walisongo Semarang. First, I would like to thank to Prof. Dr. Muhibbin, M.Ag 

Rector of State Islamic University (UIN) Walisongo, Semarang. Second, my 

sincere thanks go to Dr. Muhsin Jamil, M. Ag., Dean of Faculty of Ushuluddin. 

Best regard to Dr. Abdul Muhayya as caretaker of Ma‟had Ulil Albab for 

Special Program Of Ushuluddin Faculty, thanks for give me inspiration and 

motivation as well as my father.   

Furthermore, I would like to express my great thanks to Dr. Zainul 

Adzvar,  M.Ag as the chief of Theology and Philosophy Department who 

offered and facilitated me to find the problem which is proper to be discussed. 

And Bahroon, M.Ag as its secretary 

My special thanks go to Dr. Machrus, M.Ag, and M. Syaifuddien Zuhriy, 

M. Ag as my academic advisors, who have given me guidance and 

encouragement. I get benefit greatly from their constructive criticism. 

Additionally, many sincere thanks go to all my lectures that taught and 

educated me during my studies. And all officials of Ushuluddin Faculty UIN 

Walisongo Semarang.  



x 
 

Certainly, I also would like to express my special gratitude to my mother 

and my lovely women Zakiyah and my parents M. Afifuddin Zain and Sri 

Wahyuni Munawaroh who continuously encourage and motivate me through 

their du’a and advices, and to my extended family, especially M. Fahmi Dzulfi 

Adi, Ummi Nu‟amah, M. Ulil Albab, Yonna Marliani, Evi Tazyinatul Millah, 

M. Fais Muhsin, and all my lovely nephews (Vania, Tiara, Iqtada, Rafa, 

Rasyad, and Andin) who used to support my academic ambitions. This simple 

expression really cannot describe the depth of my feeling. 

Last but not least, I would like to thank to UKM-JHQ, my friends from 6
th

 

FUPK, “Tambah Sayang” Female boarding house‟s member, such as: Hanik, 

Anik, Fina, I‟ah, Yulaily, Faiq, Islah, Dewi, I‟im, Arum, Atiqoh, Tari, Elvin, 

Maulida, Maida, Atik, Emi, Lu‟lu‟ and the big family of FUPK who supported 

me to keep my spirit in finishing this thesis and always inspire me to do better. 

Furthermore, I hoped to Allāh gave reward in return for a helping hand 

from any parties which could not mention one by one. Jazākumullāh Khairal 

Jazā’. Amin. Finally, I was conscious of short of this thesis. I beg of the 

constructive criticism for repairing later and i hope this paper could benefit 

especially for me and generally to another person. 

 

 

 

Semarang, November, 14 2014 

The Writer 

 

  

Umi Daris Salamah 

 

 
 



xi 
 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 

PAGE OF TITTLE .......................................................................................  i  

A THESIS STATEMENT............................................................................  ii  

ADVISOR APPROVAL  .............................................................................  iii 

RATIFICATION ..........................................................................................  iv 

MOTTO .......................................................................................................  v   

DEDICATION  ............................................................................................  vi 

TRANSLITERATION ................................................................................  vii 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT ……. ....................................................................  viii   

TABLE OF CONTENTS  ............................................................................  x 

ABSTRACT .................................................................................................  xiii 

CHAPTER I :INTRODUCTION 

A. Background ................................................................... 1 

B. Research Question ……………………………………… 7 

C. Aim and Significance of Research  …………………… 7 

D. Prior Research …………………………………………. 8 

E. Theoretical Framework ………………………………… 9 

F. Research Methods ……………………………………… 10 

G. Structure of Writing……………………………………… 12 

CHAPTER II:   POSTMODERN SOCIETY 

A. The History of Postmodern ............................................... 14 

B. Modern .............................................................................. 15 

C. Postmodern ....................................................................... 16  

1. Lyotard and Delegitimation of Knowledge  

a. Lyotard and Postmodern ............................. 19 

b. Narrative Knowledge and Scietific Knowledge 20 



xii 
 

2. Jean Baudrillard and Human of Sign .................... 21 

3. Desire Machin Gilles deleuze ............................... 22 

D. Characteritic of Postmodern ............................................. 25 

E. Postmodern Society and Ethical Relativism ..................... 26 

G. Social Postmodern Vision ................................................. 28 

CHAPTER III:  THE KAWRUH JIWA OF KI AGENG SURYOMENTARAM 

A. Biography of Ki Ageng Suryomentaram .......................... 30 

B. Backround of Ki Agung Suryomentaram‟s Views ........... 31 

C. Ki Ageng Suryomentaram‟s Work ................................... 33 

D. Ki Ageng Suryomentaram‟s Thought 

1. Human Existence .................................................. 35 

2. Rasa Kramadangsa ............................................... 36 

3. Wejangan Ki Ageng Suryomentaram ................... 37 

4. Kawruh Jiwa of Ki Ageng Suryomentaram ......... 38 

a. Ukuran Kaping Papat (Fourth Dimension)  40 

b. Karep (Desire) .......................................... 42 

c. Mawas Diri (Introspection) ...................... 44 

d. Mulur Mungkret ........................................ 46 

CHAPTER IV: KAWRUH JIWA OF KI AGENG SURYOMENTARAM  

AND POSTMODERN SOCIETY  

A. Morality In Postmodern Society ........................................ 49 

B. The Teaching of Ki Ageng Suryomentaram as One of The Minni 

Narrative ............................................................................. 50 

C. Some Teaching of Kawruh Jiwa of Ki Ageng Suryomentaram in 

Postmodern Society..............................................................  

1. Mawas Diri .............................................................. 52 

2. Semat, Drajat, and Kramat and The World of  

Simulation ............................................................... 52 



xiii 
 

3. The relevance of Mulur Mungkret with Desiring  

Machine ................................................................... 54 

4. The Harmony of Ethic of Ki Ageng  

Suryomentaram in Postmodern Society................... 55 

5. Manungsa Tanpa Tenger or Ukuran Kaping  

Sekawan (Fourth Dimention) in  

Postmodern Society.................................................. 55 

CHAPTER V:  CLOSING 

A. Conclusion …………………………………………… 57 

B. Suggestions …………………………………… 58 

C. Epilogue ………………………………………….. 59 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



xiv 
 

ABSTRACT 

Keywords: Postmodern Society, Ki Ageng Suryomentaram, Kawruh Jiwa      

     Postmodern society has related to the terms of relativism, it is kind of the 

rejection of certain universal forms (grand narrative). In this case, the 

uncertainty of ethic is being one of the problems of humanity that exist in 

postmodern society. It means that there is no true moral principles generally. 

The accuracy of all moral principles are relatively accommodated to the 

concerned or selected individual environment.  The  difficulty is how to marry 

such values to respect for diversity. Some kinds of global agreement about the 

principal of social justice are desirable. Human have to position theirselves 

between „absolutism‟ and „anything goes‟. 

     Ki Ageng Suryomentaram, one of the Javanese Philosophy, formulate a 

tenet or teaching called as Kawruh Jiwa which is classified as the human 

philosophy. It is not intended as an absolute concept that must be followed. 

This teaching is not a form of totalitarianism reconstruction. It is also can be 

included as one of what has been called Lyotard by a small narrative; those 

have a goal to establish a human individual. 

     So in postmodernism view, the concept of Ki Ageng Suryomentaram, 

either it about harmony or manungsa tanpa tenger, mawas diri, and mulur 

mungkret can be a knowledge that qualify to be publicize. It should be applied 

in a postmodern society in order to create a harmonious and human life. It is 

not as a reconstruction of an absolute concept for all mankind, but as the 

choice of the view of life, without alienating other knowledge. Every 

individual or communities can get their selves position in postmodern society. 

 


