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MOTTO 

 

                                   

“And the Worldly Life is nothing but amusement and diversion, but the home of 

the hereafter is best for those who fear Allah, so Will you not reason?”(Q.S Al-

An’am, 32) 

 

“Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s needs, but not every man’s greed  

(Mahatma Gandhi)” 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Keywords:  Saba’, Qur'anic Narrative, Literature, Khalafulla@h. 

In the holy Qur'a@n, there is only one country that qualified to a very special 

description as the prosperous land with a forgiving God (Baldatun t}ayyibatun wa 

rabbun ghafu@r). This country named Saba’, or in English called Sheba. Saba’, 

based on the explanation of al-Qur'a@n, blessed with abundant grace; a very 

fertile land, two gardens on the right and left side.  Indeed, al-Qur'a@n did not tell 

widely about this story, it is only mentioned twice and narrated in a simple story. 

In interpreting this story, the previous commentators are stuck in the elaboration 

of a long-winded and sometimes excessively on domestic phenomenon of Saba@.  

Muhammad Ahmad Khalafulla@h, an Egyptian Musli@m scholar, has an 

innovation in the model of Qur'anic narrative (Qas}as} al-Qur'a@n) study. He 

tends to find the meaning of al-Qur'a@n by conducting a literary theory. It firstly 

start from the tracking toward the source of the story. This step intended to 

observe the phenomena around the story. And the second is finding the literary 

dimension of a story. These two steps will lead us to gain the aim of the story, that 

is the task of social responsibility. 

By applying this theory to read the narrattion of Saba’, there were some 

interesting conclusions found about Saba’. Such us the fact that this story is a 

historical narrative that can be detected from the bloody relation of Quraysh tribe 

with the descent of Saba’ through the marriage of Ha@shim ibn ‘abdi Manaf 

(Father’s Grandfather of Prophet Muhammad PBUH) with Salma and Hindun, the 

daughters of ‘Umar bin Zayd, a head of the Khazraj tribe.  

In the term of task of social responsibility, there are some social or humanity 

messages of this story such as; the teaching of being not greedy or cheat to others, 

the importance of environmental maintenance and development result, and the 

management of welfare state.   
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TRANSLITERATION
1
 

 

 

 

ر                   b  =   ب =  r             و             ‘  =   ع = w 

 h =  ه          gh   =    غ            z =  ز                 t   =   ت

ث    =  th س  = s  ’ = ء              f  =              ف 

                                                                        y = ي             q   =   ق          sh = ش j   = ج  

 k  =    ك           {s = ص {h  = ح   

  l    =   ل           {d = ض kh  = خ   

=     خ   d ط  =  t}              م  =   m 

ن=              {z =  ظ dh  =   ذ        n 

 

Short : --- =a      --- = i        --- = u 

Long  : ---  = a@          = i@             =  u@ 

Dipthong :       =ay            =awe 

Ta marbut}ah : h;in id}afa@h, it is written t 

Hamzah in initial position is omitted 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1  This English Transliteration System rafers to the system used by the institute of Islamic 

Studies, McGill University, www.mcgill.ca/islamicstudies/forms-resources , accessed on 

Desember, 23rd 2014. 

   

http://www.mcgill.ca/islamicstudies/forms-resources
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