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ABSTRACT 

Title : Enhancing Students’ Ability in Writing Descriptive Text   

through Graphic Organizers (A Classroom Action Research at 

Eighth Grade of MTs Nurul Islam Juwangi in the Academic 

Year of 2016/2017 

Writer : Maslichah 

NIM : 103411025 

Graphic organizers is one of media that can be applied in 

teaching writing because the researcher found that students felt 

difficult to build and develop their ideas. So it was hard for them to 

make a text. Graphic organizers are visual displays of key content 

information designed to benefit learners who have difficulty 

organizing information and it could help the students to build and 

generate ideas. The study was aimed to find the answer to the 

following research questions: (1) How is the implementation of 

graphic organizers to enhance students’ ability in writing descriptive 

text? (2) How can graphic organizers enhance the students’ ability in 

writing descriptive text? (3) How is the enhancement of students’ 

ability in writing descriptive text trough graphic organizers?  

This study was a classroom action research. The data were 

obtained by documentation, observation and test. The researcher 

conducted three cycles. The subject of this study was eighth grade 

students of MTs Nurul Islam Juwangi in the academic year of 

2016/2017. The participants was 24 students. 

In this research, the writer took a test of their improvement in 

each cycle. The result of this research showed that students’ ability 

was improved in each cycle after they were taught using graphic 

organizers. They were better in their descriptive text. It was signed by 

their improvements of each writing component, i.e.: content, 

organization, vocabulary, language use and mechanic. 

 

Keyword: writing ability, descriptive text, graphic organizers. 
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MOTTO 

ۥ ُ ِّ  لَه فِّه لن نن خه مِّ ِّ وه نه ي هده ِّ ي يۡن ِّنۢ به َٰتٞ م  ِّبه ق  ههُ  ۦمُعه ظُون فه ن رِّ  ۥيَه من
ه

نن أ ِّه مِّ ِّنّ  ٱلّل لَه  ٱلّله إ
م   ون ِّقه ا ب ُ مه ِّ يّ  اده  يُغه ره

ه
ٓ أ ه وَإِذها هِّمن نفُسِّ

ه
ِّأ ا ب ْ مه وا ُ ِّ يّ  تََّّٰ يُغه مٖ سُ  ٱلّلُ حه ون ِّقه ُ ب دّ لَه ره   ۥ وءٓٗا فهلَه مه

ن  ِّ ههُم م  ا ل مه ّۦِوه ِّه ال   دُون   ١١ مِّن وه

 “ 11. For his sake there are angels following one another, before him 

and behind him, who guard him by Allah´s commandment; surely 

Allah does not change the condition of a people until they change their 

own condition; and when Allah intends evil to a people, there is no 

averting it, and besides Him they have no protector. 

 (S. Ar Ra‟d: 11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vii 

 

 

DEDICATION 

 

 

In the name of Allah the Beneficiation and the Merciful, this final 

project is dedicated to : 

My beloved brother  (Muhammad Mas’ud) 

My lovely husband (Muhamad Ridwan) and my little angel (Lubna 

Nurus Syakira) who love  me just the way I am, and give me support 

in every step of my life. You are my inspiration. I love you most. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



viii 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

ِّ  بِسۡمِ يمِّ  ٱلرّحۡمَٰنِ ٱلّل   ٱلرحِّّ
In the name of Allah, the most gracious and merciful, the king 

of Universe and space. Thanks to Allah because the writer could 

accomplish this thesis as one of requirement to finish study in English 

Department of Education and teacher’s training faculty, Walisongo 

State Islamic University. Sholawat and salam for the prophet 

Muhammad who has brought us from the darkness to the brightness 

with Islamic religion. 

This thesis has not been completed without support, guidance 

and help from individual and institution. Therefore, I would like to 

express special thanks to : 

1. Dr. H. Raharjo, M.Ed.St. as Dean of Education and Teacher 

Training Faculty. 

2.  Dr. Ikhrom, M.Ag  as the Head of English Education Department. 

3. Siti Tarwiyah, S.S, M.Hum. as the advisor for her patience in 

providing careful guidance, helpful corrections, very good advice 

as well as suggestion and encouragement during the consultation. 

4. All lecturers of English Education Department who have provided 

me with skills and knowledge. 

5. My beloved parents, Mr. Ahmad Syaiful and the late Mrs. 

Karsipah, and my parents in law the late Mrs. Jumiyani who 

never stop praying and giving me motivation. 



ix 

 

6. My beloved husband Muhamad Ridwan, my daughter Lubna 

Nurus Syakira who have always given me prays, motivation, 

help, support and patience when I studied in UIN Walisongo 

Semarang. My beloved brothers and sisters in law Muhamad 

Mas’ud and his wife, Sabar and his wife and  my sister Ika 

Sulistya Wati who have always given me prays, motivation, help, 

support and patience. 

7. Ahmad Ali Masngudi, S.Pd.I  as The Principal of MTs. Nurul 

Islam Juwangi who had allowed the writer to carry out the 

research in this school. 

8.  My beloved friends and teachers in MTs. Nurul Islam Juwangi 

who always give me help, inspiration and motivation to finish 

this study. Do not  forget my all beloved friends at home who 

always give me help, inspiration and motivation to finish this 

study. 

9. Last but not least, those who cannot be mentioned one by one, 

who have supported the writer to finish this thesis. 

Finally, the researcher realizes that this thesis is far from 

being perfect, therefore the writer will happily accept constructive 

criticism in order to make it better. The writer hopes that this thesis 

would be beneficial to everyone. Amin 

Semarang, March 29th 2017 

The writer, 

 

 

Maslichah 

104311025 



x 

 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

Page of Title  ....................................................................................  i 

Final Project Statement  .................................................................  ii 

Ratification  ......................................................................................  iii 

Advisor Note  ...................................................................................  iv 

Abstract ............................................................................................  v 

Motto ................................................................................................  vi 

Dedication ........................................................................................ vii 

Acknowledgment   ........................................................................... viii 

Table of Content  ............................................................................. x 

List of Tables .................................................................................... xiii 

List of Figures .................................................................................. xiv 

List of Appendices ........................................................................... xv 

 

Chapter I : Introduction 

A. Background of the Study  .............................................................  1 

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic  ...................................................  4 

C. Questions of the Research  ...........................................................  5 

D. The Objectives of the Study  ........................................................  5 

E. Pedagogical Significances ............................................................  6 

F. Limitation of the Study .................................................................  6 

 

Chapter II : Review of The Related literature 



xi 

 

A. Literature Review  ........................................................................  7 

1. General Concept of Writing  ....................................................  7 

a. Definition of Writing  ..........................................................  7 

b. The Process of Writing  ......................................................  8 

2. Descriptive Text  ......................................................................  9 

a. Kinds of Genre  ..............................................................  9 

b. Descriptive Text  ............................................................  11 

3. General Concepts of Graphic Organizers …..……………. 13 

a. Definition of Graphic Organizers...................................  13 

b. The Kinds of Graphic Organizers ..................................  14 

c. The function of  Graphic Organizers .............................  15 

B. Previous Research  .......................................................................  16 

C. Profile of MTs Nurul Islam Juwangi ............................................  20 

 

Chapter III : Research Method 

A. Research design  ...........................................................................  23 

B. Research Setting  ..........................................................................  27 

C. Collaborator ..................................................................................  28 

D. Variable and Indicator ..................................................................  28 

E. Research Procedure.......................................................................  29 

F. Data Collection Techniques ..........................................................  35 

G. Techniques of Analyzing Data .....................................................  38 

H. Achievement Indicator .................................................................  40 

 

Chapter IV : Research Findings and Discussion 



xii 

 

A. Description of The Implementation of Graphic Organizers and 

The  Enhancement of Students’ Writing ...................................  41 

1. Preliminary Research .............................................................  41 

2. Cycle One ..............................................................................  44 

3. Cycle Two..............................................................................  50 

4. Cycle Three............................................................................  55 

B. Graphic Organizers Enhance Students’ Ability in Writing 

Descriptive Text  .......................................................................  59 

C. The Enhancement of Students’ Ability in Writing Descriptive 

Text through Graphic Organizers ..............................................  61 

 

Chapter V : Conclusion and Suggestion 

A. Conclusion  ................................................................................ 64 

B. Suggestion  ................................................................................. 65 

Bibliography 

Appendices 

Curriculum Vitae 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xiii 

 

 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 2.1 The Number of Students of MTs. Nurul Islam Juwangi 

3.1 Observation Checklist 

3.2 Scoring Category Rubric in observation 

3.3 Scoring Level in Observation 

3.4 Scoring Level in Test 

4.1 Students’ Code 

4.2 Teachers’ Observation Checklist of Pre Cycle 

4.3 Students’ Observation Checklist of Pre Cycle 

4.4 Students’ Pre Cycle Score 

4.5 Students’ First Cycle Score 

4.6 Teachers’ Observation Checklist of First Cycle 

4.7 Students’ Observation Checklist of First Cycle 

4.8  Students’ Second Cycle Score  

4.9 Teachers’ Observation Checklist of Second Cycle 

4.10 Students’ Observation Checklist of Second Cycle 

4.11 Students’ Third Cycle Score  

4.12 Teachers’ Observation Checklist of Third Cycle 

4.13 Students’ Observation Checklist of Third Cycle 

4.14 Students’ Score Recapitulation 

4.15 The Aspect of Students’ Observation Checklist 

4.16 Scoring Rubric Students’ Observation Checklist 



xiv 

 

4.17 The Aspect of Teacher’s Observation Checklist 

4.18 Scoring rubric of Teacher’s Activities 

4.19 Scoring guide of writing test 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figure 

3.1 The Model of Action Research 

4.1 Improvement of  Students’ Participation 

4.2 Students’ Improvement Based on the Mean Score 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xv 

 

 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendix 

1. Research Schedule 

2. Lesson Plan of Cycle I 

3. Lesson Plan of Cycle II 

4. Lesson Plan of Cycle III 

5. Worksheet of  each Cycle 

6. Students’ Score of each Cycle 

7. Documentation Sheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xvi 

 

 

 


